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Agricultural Issues

“ There were cowboys in Florida before there were cows in Texas”

Transportation

Roads cannot handle transportation of agricultural products so ag revenue is negatively impacted

More inland east-west roads

An electric train transport system should be built around the perimeter of FL to expedite the shipment of ag goods by night movement of people by day

Nursery and Food Products

Need an in-town community nursery and garden shop that is easily accessible

FL supplies the northern states with horticultural plants that bring big money into the state.   The nursery industry should be developed

No one will replace our lost trees if no insurance covers their loss – need insurance riders!

Promote replacement of lost landscaping with more storm resistant varieties

Replace the green in the area

It would be nice to have a local farmer’s market with local fruits and vegetables

We would like a farmer’s market

Tourism

I’ll spend money and time in DeSoto if there was a country cabin resort and other attractions

Draw my dollars into DeSoto by offering country restaurants, horse trails, pumpkins, Christmas trees, festivals, crafts, etc.

Cattle and citrus should be far more important to our state than tourists!

Because of all the cattle in DeSoto and Hardee counties, I should be able to find the best steakhouse in the area!

Agri-Business

Rebuild Florida’s agricultural industry ASAP!

Improve fishing estuary and hunting areas by preserving the waterways

Develop aquaculture

Our agricultural issues need to be addressed

Development

Protect the values of farmland by allowing farmers and ranchers to rezone their land to a higher density.  Other owners have the right (e.g., RSF and RMP)

Stop urban development and preserve what little ag is left.

Migrant Farm Workers

Make sure workers are getting decent wages and housing

When you look at agriculture in FL, you also have to look at immigration issues

Ag workers displaced by storms are “doubling” up in substandard housing ($85-150 / week)

Environmental

Go organic

Go organic…it would solve red-tide issues and everglades problems

Go organic to prevent red tides from increasing

Shade trees were destroyed in grazing fields – protect environmental habitats!

First, government and the public must understand that the farmers and ranchers were and still are environmental protectors.  They were first…keep that thought.

Suggestions for future meetings

Provide clip boards or small tables need displays for people to write on

When advertising future meetings, describe the format – let people know this is an open house, that only a few moments will be dedicated to speeches, that they can stay as long or little as they like, and that they will be submitting comments in written form and it will be totally anonymous

Please include agriculture in all meeting announcements and notices.  We want them to know they are truly part of the process.

Airport – Charlotte County

The general consensus for the airport was highly favorably with few negative comments.  Rapid and accelerated rebuilding plus new expansion projects are supported.  Accelerate the planned projects was the major theme.  Marketing to increase traffic and add tenants was important.  Expansion of traffic is to include commercial commuter flights.  Comments are as follows.

More marketing.  Keep the air show and use it as a marketing tool.

Establish a good restaurant at the terminal. Rebuild the hangars (project already approved). Expand airport by adding a tower.

Upgrade the runway for commercial jets.

Do not allow residential encroachment. (Several comments). Growth that is compatible with aviation and doesn’t encroach is necessary (numerous comments).

Attract more private plane traffic.  Develop commercial flights in a commuter niche.

Make the airport accessible with better roads.

Put the planned auditorium on the site and make it available as a hurricane shelter that will be pet friendly.

Move the military museum from fisherman’s village to the airport.  There was opposition comment to keep it where it is.  Add a military cemetery with the museum.  (Several comments regarding these subjects).

Develop one stop permitting building with federal/state/local on short-term basis to expedite expansion projects.

Pursue tenants for industrial park to include light manufacturing.

Develop an aviation education/training center.

During the last half hour the executive director of the airport stood by the board with me and responded to questions.  A group of aviation enthusiasts congregated and there was a lively discussion regarding the above points.  OF PARTICULAR INTEREST WAS THE SUGGESTION TO OPEN A ONE STOP PERMITTING OFFICE ON A TWO-YEAR BASIS TO SPEEDILY GET THROUGH THE BUREAUCRACY OF PERMITTING.  FEDERAL/STATE/LOCAL WOULD MAN IT.  THIS MAY HAVE BEEN DONE AFTER HURRICANE ANDREW.  

Arts & Culture

Arts Center

Help the VAC get back up and operating

Construct an Arts Center to house small arts groups

Enlarge the Visual Arts Center

Auditorium

Tear down the municipal auditorium and replace it with a multi-purpose building that will accommodate 1) concerts/entertainment events, 2) large dinner gatherings/banquets, 3) meetings and functions with plenary/breakout sessions, and 4) commercial ventures such as home shows and expos.  We do not need a large-scale convention center.  We don’t have the accommodations, the nightlife, or the mass transportation to support it.  Lee County has a facility that’s nothing but a white elephant.

Move the municipal auditorium next to the cultural center.  This will provide better access for seniors and could help create a new ‘downtown’ to spur additional housing and services.

Let’s convert the auditorium into a small convention center to attract more artistic opportunities

Replace the auditorium with something in style and function

Rebuild the Charlotte Auditorium

Rebuild the auditorium – it is a centerpiece of the county and reflects on all we do

Update/replace the worn-out auditorium

Rebuild the Charlotte County Auditorium as a multi-purpose facility in its present beautiful location.  It should serve as a facility for cultural events, not just as a convention center to support the hotels.  We need such a cultural facility so we don’t have to travel to Sarasota or Fort Myers.

Rebuild the convention center, bigger and better

The Municipal Auditorium should be demolished and a well-planned multi-purpose facility with a conference center to accommodate large city and county group meetings, etc.  This should be a true joint effort between the city and county.

Lee County and Fort Myers have failed as convention centers

Courthouse

Utilize the courthouse in downtown Punta Gorda

If we have to keep the courthouse, use it for arts and shops

Save the courthouse and use it for nonprofits, such as artists’ studios

Use the courthouse as a home for artists’ studios and galleries

We need a larger theatre and more Broadway-type shows

Wouldn’t the old courthouse be great for a musical or a visual arts center-type place

Use the courthouse for classes and arts shows

Save the courthouse for something economically viable

Consider the courthouse for arts and culture.  It’s too nice a building to be torn down

Downtown

There is a market for upscale art in this area.  Our galleries should be nurtured to attract more artists

There is no nightlife here.

We need more entertainment for the younger crowd

What we need is a town center with shops, restaurants, a theater and a park where one can park their car and walk to the facilities. It should not be on US 41.

Events

Arts and cultural events could be a big draw for tourists.  We could program multiple events on a day or weekend.

We need a theater to show foreign and independent films.  Sarasota is too far to go to see good films

We need more arts and cultural activities geared toward people in their 30’s and 40’s

As our population grows, so should our available cultural events

Punta Gorda can be a destination for arts like Sarasota or Naples.  

Identify a couple of theme days such as for the Hibiscus festival with a concert in the evening and special art events during the day.  Hold the event the same weekend each year and people will put it on their calendar

People are selling themselves short here.  We need to devote more resources for arts and cultural events

We need more cultural activities for the 40 – 50 age group and to attract a younger crowd

We need a better and modern facility for concerts and public events.  

Use the site of the current auditorium

Create more spontaneous sidewalk fun art events that you don’t have to dress up for and buy tickets

Funding

We need to have a way to get more county funding for the arts

We need fore funding for arts facilities

We need a dedicated source of funding for the arts and humanities

We need every dollar possible.  It is the only pure culture we have.

We need to find grant money to restart the galleries that were hit hard by Charlie

Get involved. Become a member.  Support the Arts!

We could do something like the New York Council for the Arts, which provides a pool of funds to support several organizations.  Replenish the pool of funds with a sales tax or income tax.

Public Art / Murals / Museum

Replace the murals

We need more murals on buildings throughout the county

A big dream would be to have a fine arts museum in the area.  It could inspire the arts community to be able to see major art works, without going out of town.

We need more permanent large-scale sculptures on the waterfront

We loved the outdoor sculptures

Space

We need more places for big entertainment and big enough to hold graduations

Construct a music center to house small music-oriented groups

Give the Arts and Humanities Council a home

Create a low-rent place for artists to rent.

Make certain we don’t lose the meeting/activity center, ‘convention’ possibilities in Punta Gorda

We need studio space for artists, like an ‘artist’s colony

A central location is needed for artists

We need a larger performing arts center but not on a school campus.  

Incorporate a visual arts center

Other

Before the county commissioners start another Murdock Village, why not put it to a vote?

Look at Dunedun for ideas

There is no mass transit to support conventions.  

Don’t forget about use in south Charlotte County, Burnt store area.  

We could use some parks and cultural items

Deep Creek needs a library

Partner with historic groups and tourism

We need culture and the artists

Don’t forget Englewood

Grow the county fair

Codes and Ordinances

Issues/Concerns/Problems

Need for safer mobile home park building codes xxx

Need for more strict building codes for government buildings

Need for more strict building codes for all new construction

Lack of restrictions on building within 100 yards of a beach

Current signage codes are not sufficient, not storm friendly, and an eyesore

Lack of blight ordinances

Too many mobile homes have been allowed into the community x

Lack of creative building codes that allow new building types i.e. domes

Mixed use is needed

Lack of an ordinance that bans stapling of shingles

Tile roofs are wmd's

Tile roofs are projectiles x

Lack of requirement to evacuate older mobile home units

Lack of an ordinance barring tile roofs

Lack of an ordinance that lessens the number of mobile home parks

Lack of providing the public with information on hurricane resistant construction

Lack of stronger plans and codes that support them

Lack of codes and ordinances on junk cars, boats, etc.

Lack of good building codes to prevent excessive hurricane damage

Lack of safe rooms for mobile home residents (built on a separate space, oustide of trailer)

Lack of knowledgeable inspectors xx

Confusion between FDOT, DCA, and HUD on manufactured home differences

Need to upgrade roofing codes x

Inability to obtain a licensed contractor to satisfy insurance company

Lack of soil erosion and sedimentation regulations

Too many mobile homes unable to withstand wind

Lack of safe room incentives

Lack of metal roof incentives

Lack of code enforcement xx


Need for more inspectors with proper pay to insure compliance


Lack of uniformity in business appearance x


Inspectors are not inspecting to meet codes x


Need for more inspections during each building process


Need for inspectors to listen to homeowners’ complaints during rebuilding process


Too many bogus builders


Insufficient number of contractors to make repairs


Lack of codes for businesses along Route 41


Getting more permits on the street for new construction and reconstruction


Lack of inspector site visits


There are too many homes that cannot handle the hurricane wind speeds


Lack of affordable housing for low wage earners to live


Inability of local officials to explain the 50/50 rule x


Too many unrealistic codes


Do commercial construction building codes work/enforced?


Inadequate post disaster plans for emergency permitting/inspections


When a home is unlivable but no contractors available what are other options?


Inadequate codes for pool cages


Poor roofing practices, lack of supervision


Lack of coordination/cooperation among/between contractors


Over burdensome permitting for replacement of front door or garage door


Lack of compassion by local elected officials


Ideas/Solutions/Fixes

Improve mobile home park building codes


Disallow reconstruction within 100 yards of the beach 


Require living areas near the beach be above the first floor


Newer mobile homes are ok xx


Provide alternate housing instead of mobile homes that is affordable and safe


Promote newer and improved mobile homes


We need to remember that building codes/ordinances are for our benefit


Do not allow stapling shingles


Prohibit tile roofs


Use old tile from destroyed roofs to raise homes


Allow steel framed buildings in trailer parks


Keep indigenous species during construction, to promote water infiltration


Provide incentives to businesses to meet certain looks such as tin roof and siding on stucco and tile


Privatize code and inspection enforcement to speed up the rebuilding


Require hip roofs 


Build elevated structures


Allow historic structures to rebuild with a modified 50% damage rule or waiver


50% rule should only be for structure, not interior


Ensure owners rebuild instead of only "fixing up" severely damaged businesses on Hwy 41


Do not allow homes to be sold without structurally sufficient roofs


Do not allow 3 or more story wooden structures


Allow for fast tracking permitting and/or inspections post disaster


People on waterways should have stricter codes regarding non-source point pollution


Allow some type of tax credit for purchase of "newer" current code mobile/manufactured homes


Categories of Items Above:


1. Mobile Homes and Codes associated


2. Roofs/roofing materials, especially Tile Roofs


3. Building Codes: Standards and Enforcement



(Including mobile homes, signage, new construction, repairs,


Businesses, 50% rules, etc.)

Community Services

Community Center

Activities for young kids and elderly.  

Too many housebound.  Basketball, soccer, after school programs (no spare time for teen pregnancy)

Bayfront services need to be somewhere in downtown PG.  The location of bay front might be used for some other use… ? (ditto)

Cultural center needs better management

Establish a "parent resource center" where parents can get all current info on child rearing and communication skills

Life for all age groups: the retired elderly, the working mid-age group and young families just starting out.  Children must not be forgotten

More activities for teens and their parents too

More age diversified activities: sports league, skeet shooting, kayaking

More community services needed and to be funded according to its needs

Need more activities for teenagers (ditto)

No!! You see most kids between the ages of 11-17 in trouble because we have no activities or programs

Parks, kayaking, free concerts for middle aged

Teach parents to be responsible for their children's entertainment and morals

Teenage pregnancy is an epidemic.  Provide a place for kids to go

There are Plenty of senior services!  This community is getting younger and we need to have more things to do for ages 30-50!

Troubled youth intervention program-- occurs now only when involved in juvenile system.  Single parent low-income esp. at risk

We need activity center for pre-teen/ teens.  There is not enough offered to the young ones-- this leads to drinking and drugs!!

We need more of a community (spirit, look, etc.) in PC, PG & Englewood

We need stuff for the middle age group 25-55 yrs old

We need tougher laws and penalties on under age offenders

What's with that large, empty and unattractive entrance hall inside the fancy outdoor entry of the cultural center?  Poor architectural plans of under-used?

You can't attract younger people and families without adding things to do for them!  There are many things for the elderly.

Convention center at culture center parking lot on Bay Shore Park

Day Care

Affordable and more childcare

Increase money for subsidized childcare

Increase subsidies for day care, especially when a parent has more than one child needing service

More accessible day care for working parents

Need affordable day care and more places for children of working parents

Need state/county run child care centers

Not enough childcare available post storm- moms staying home and not available to work

We need enforceable childcare center standards

Encourage affordable housing projects to include on-site child care/after school care for "latch key" kids

Not enough quality childcare and after school programs.  School readiness- need more awareness

How to get special needs people back here so they feel safe and supported posttraumatic

Health Care

People afraid to work with Alzheimer's patients- need education and training

Upgrade hospitals and enlarge charlotte regional

Jobs

Need jobs and resources for disabled

Libraries

Libraries need to be open in the evenings and weekends (yes)

The best CC libraries come in a very poor second to other libraries in surrounding counties.  Shame on us!

Mental Health

Now two months after Charley we (where I work) are showing storm stress.  One class was offered thurs. afternoons, how about the working service class of people who could not take the time off but needed the night class for help

More mental health facilities and care

Neighborhood

Have a residential clean up day one or two times a year.  Also too many yards are filled with vehicles and clutter.  We need rules to clean up neighborhoods

Non-profit Center

Establish a central "wish list" for non-profit agencies (and centralized volunteer registers)

Non-profits need a central resource center to support them via grants development and professional development so that they can serve the community more efficiently and effectively

Set up a comprehensive resource directory on the county website (similar to MyFlorida.com)

Outreach

Children are born and grow up here in CC.  Hopefully into responsible adults.  But there seems to be a lack of understanding between the generations of the issues facing our youth.  I feel it immensely valuable to include the youth in this planning project by advertising future meetings in the public schools to get their participation.

Put children and family outreach back in West CC

Parks

Laishley Park in PG has been left undeveloped too long

The beach complex needs to be repaired and put back in service

Planning

We need to identify how to fund the services and parks we want.  

Before embarking on large projects, seek public input

Public Transportation

Need public transportation options

tram type bus from bayshore park to fisherman's village, restaurants in PG, continue on to the mall, Murdock village shopping, on to fairgrounds, sports park, back to bayshore  

Transportation centers needed

Senior Care

Elderly, no adult kids around to help

Need active Senior Friendship center in PG

Need way to get information about help packing single senior

Senior citizens who are caregivers of Alzheimer patients need more opportunities for respite, especially when dealing with disaster

Shelters

Need evacuation centers not "refuge” centers (identified by ARC)

Use the ball field for graduation; do not spend money on and auditorium that is used once a year.  Waste of capitol. (Auditorium is not used just once a year)

Downtown – Punta Gorda

Courthouse

Demolish Courthouse – Absolutely

Tear down the old courthouse, it has no architectural value

The old courthouse is an eyesore 

Convert the Courthouse to a shelter for Judy Jones

Tear down the old courthouse.  It is using monies better spent in other areas.

Renovate the courthouse as a destination – artist studios – shops - restaurant

Put your heart and money where your mouth is and give the courthouse to Judy Jones for a homeless shelter with close by businesses and stores they can work in

The courthouse is too nice a building to tear down – there has been a plan created to fill it.

The old courthouse can be used as a community center for our young children

Forget about redoing the courthouse!  Waste of money!

Keep the old courthouse – it served us well for many years.  Find new uses. – YES

The courthouse should be demolished

Tear down the Courthouse!

Fix or demolish the old courthouse 

Level courthouse for parking garage 

The old courthouse should be used as a library and offices

Take down courthouse and use space for parking   NO

Tear Down Courthouse!  Me too!

Need to have a plan for the courthouse

Courthouse – Visitor’s Center, Meeting Room, Artists – YES…YES

Quit wasting time and money on old courthouse…no revenue

Keep the courthouse

Courthouse could be a great Centerpiece for Downtown Revitalization – Yes

Turn courthouse into library – YES

Let private sector develop the courthouse:  apartments, condos, etc.  If no private sector interest, sell land for development

Find a use for the courthouse ASAP – been waiting for10 years of planning!!!

The old County Courthouse should be refurbished as soon as possible.  There is a lot of sentiment to tear it down, but please don’t make that mistake.  Once it’s gone, it’s gone.  But five or 6 years to make a decision as to how it is to be utilized is long enough – make a firm decision and go forward with it.  In other works, quit procrastinating and do something with it that is acceptable to both the County and the City.

Change courthouse into library

Use old Courthouse as Library and Cultural Center extension

Auditorium

Need Convention Center for community gatherings, etc.

We need a convention center and a great hotel in Punta Gorda

We need a convention center

Tear down and re-build Civic Center (Auditorium) as a convention center and county welcoming center…make it the crown jewel in the center of Charlotte County 

In redeveloping the auditorium property – we can’t sacrifice public ownership of the riverfront property

Tear down auditorium and build a convention center tied into hotels

Create 30,000 square foot convention center to bring in tourism, plus a conference hotel

Need to rebuild and expand the convention center

Tear down auditorium and build convention center and shelter

We need a convention center (in place of Memorial Auditorium) that will serve as a hurricane shelter (also for floods)

Rebuild auditorium with public/private partnership

Demolish the auditorium and rebuild as a joint public/private plan with the two hotels

Tear down and rebuild memorial Auditorium – don’t spend $5M to “fix ugly”

Redo Auditorium to be more attractive to outside conventions and draw tourism – beautiful location

The Civic Center/Municipal Auditorium needs improvements, whether they be extensive repairs and renovations, or whether the Center is demolished and completely rebuild as a conference center to attract conferences or small conventions where people from other places would come to Charlotte County.  However, if a conference center is built, there needs to be an allocation of space for local events that were held there with no admission fees.  This needs to be considered if the Center is to be rebuilt.  A conference center would be geared toward getting out of area people here, but don’t forget the local residents and taxpayers that have enjoyed the events for many years.

Build a new, attractive, large, multi-purpose Conference Center, etc., (well-planned, well-designed) complex on the Memorial Auditorium site – it is the gateway to Punta Gorda and could be an economic positive.  County and City should cooperate, not squabble.

Put in a medium size convention center where the auditorium is located.  Tear it down. Plan with the Best Western and Holiday Inn to make a lasting Convention Center on our beautiful harbor.

Build Convention Center

Please save the auditorium

Build a new, bigger, better facility to replace the auditorium

We need a multi-purpose conference center – perhaps shelter capable

5-6 story hotels with design standards linked with new auditorium

Rebuild where auditorium is now located:  Convention/Meeting facilities – small to mid-size – with a link to downtown hotels, Possibly a hotel as part of development…need auditorium capability

We need to build some Public/Private partnerships to address the Memorial Auditorium (with the hotels), the old courthouse (an artist center), Downtown beautification, Route 41 Design standards

Any new facility to replace the auditorium needs to accommodate community activities; i.e., fundraising, skating, etc.

The auditorium should be replaced with a multi-purpose meeting/event facility

Build new auditorium/convention center in parking lot on river – then- tear down present old and build multi-level parking

Rebuild auditorium, revitalize waterfront, and continue with the marketplace/condo concept in Publix Plaza

New auditorium needs to be big enough to hold high school graduations 3,500 – 4,000 people.

Naples

Create a Naples Look

We want to be like Naples

Yes, we want a little of Naples in Punta Gorda.   Good Start!

Look to Naples for Ideas

We DO want to have a Little Naples in Punta Gorda  YES  YES  YES  YES

Don’t create a Naples Look

If I wanted a Naples look, I would move there

We don’t want high rises!  I agree.   Me also.

Lots of opportunity for revitalization – that don’t include high rises!  Keep the character of our community!

Don’t sell the waterfront to condo owners

I live here because I can’t afford Naples! 

Punta Gorda has possibilities – Could be another Naples or Lake Worth (on east coast of Florida) – Preserve historic structures

Other Comments

Bike lanes

Improve public transportation

Move forward with City Marketplace

Need a good community shelter

Support Downtown Retail Development

We were headed in the right direction downtown – galleries, boutiques, residential above

Restart and Accelerate and expand beautification programs, design standards, sign ordinance

Punta Gorda’s Laishley Marina and Fisherman’s Village need to be developed to made Punta Gorda a destination for boaters

More galleries, restaurants, and upscale stores make Punta Gorda more desirable

Historical buildings need to be preserved

Tear down Professional Building ASAP – complete eyesore!

Punta Gorda should allow more than 4 stories

The Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association is now building its Center to meet the codes for a shelter of Last Resort – help build it/support upgrades for it to become a hurricane shelter

Why no levee in downtown Punta Gorda?

Downtown – maintain small town quaint-brick or old house façade…Small Shops – historic flair – no billboards…continuity of lamp posts…Even Banks, etc. should follow the motif

Tear down Fisherman’s Village and build back first class marina and waterside dining, shops, and condos – not high-rise

Now that the old Punta Gorda Mall is completely demolished, is there any way to reduce the height of the buildings that are going to front Marion Avenue in the new City Marketplace.  Four story buildings seem so inappropriate.

Need a community shelter – on high ground NOT Downtown

Downtown should be bicycle friendly – Yes

Make Punta Gorda desirable with more small shops, less expensive restaurants, etc.

More outside dining and extend downtown area – Yes

How about a Town Center area with shops, restaurants, theater, etc., NOT on 41, maybe on the waterfront, where you can park in a central location and walk to everything.

Jay Walking is illegal and dangerous

Fix the engineering problem with the repetitive flooding in Punta Gorda downtown

Need multi-story parking

Keep village look in Punta Gorda with brick walks, benches under trees, flowers in planter in downtown Punta Gorda

Before Charley, the beautification along 41 in Punta Gorda in the median looked great. Hopefully, that will all be replanted and expanded.  Charlotte Harbor needs the same beautification! – YES

We need bike path in Punta Gorda Isles and on Aqui Esta and downtown

Need sidewalks on 41- from South to North in Punta Gorda

Need better connection from downtown area to the east

We need bike paths in the Isles.  YES

Retain the old world ambiance of Punta Gorda – no concrete and glass structures please!

Trolley – city help fund it

Restore the Historical District

Don’t steal East Punta Gorda from the disenfranchised

Maintain village charm – keep an appropriate place for Gallery Walk atmosphere – do not allow junky buildings to replace and no high rises

Public transportation is essential for growth

From the Peace River to Marion Street should be a priority-planning project.

Fix the flooding problem in the Historic District.  It can be done with proper engineering.

Build and help support a downtown area to promote tourism and a place for locals to enjoy

Convert Marion and Olympia to 2-way traffic

Nix Murdock Village.  Let’s put that money for the benefit of Charlotte County.  Put it to a vote.

Think Tampa’s Hyde Park for Downtown Punta Gorda 

Shops, restaurants, a walkable Downtown for the entire county.

Bring back “county seat” concept

Need to revitalize the downtown.  We were on such a great direction before Charley – need to help small businesses get back and operating

Get rid of the Professional Building.  It does not fit architecturally.  YES    YES

Develop Laishley Marina/Park and turn it into a cruise club/boating destination

Punta Gorda Mall is gone – instead of condos or commercial buildings – how about a park or Art Museum

We need a walkway over 41 tying Marion Avenue to Laishley Park

Tear down and rebuild into the real type of a town center not the Murdock Village area

Preserve historic sites

Downtown Plans should have vibrant commerce as the top priority – galleries, shops, and restaurants to generate economic growth.

Affordable housing should not be concentrated in one area

Keep height limits

Downtown Punta Gorda was not he only area devastated!  What about Harbor Heights?

How about a crosswalk in the middle of the 100 block of Marion Avenue

Don’t need a Murdock Village if our existing downtown is rebuilt properly

Shops and restaurants on street level – residential condos above 

Need more things for permanent residents

Maintain historic feel – but upgrade to make the downtown area more viable

Somehow hide the parking garage that will be needed for Punta Gorda Market Place.

Need to have a visual connection to the waterfront

Save our historic buildings in Punta Gorda and throughout the county

Laishley Park needs shade trees, benches under them, and brick walks

Economic Development

Strong regulations are needed for mining that should be geared to preserve ecosystems

Stop phosphate mining

No changes should be made without taxpayers vote.  We paid for a stadium that we have no teams for.  You should not be able to spend money or take our land without a vote!

Revitalize zoning regulations around waterfront

Need to redevelop hwy 41’s hodge-podge of small businesses.  Needs to be more attractive

Stop cutting down all the trees and clearing land unnecessarily.

With new housing developments, where do we put restaurants and services?

We need assistance for new development along 41

We want big hotels, like the Ritz

We want a hotel industry and conference center that has shelter space

Need a conference for emergency services away from harbor.  I don’t like public buildings near water.  They should be near Edison College – 200-acre farm on airport road across from the old police department

Rebuild Punta Gorda conference center to be useful for small groups

Build a conference center

Create a situation conducive to promoting tourism by creating a walkway over 41 to join the 2 motels to a convention center adjoining the auditorium

We need more upscale retail stores, especially gourmet retail grocery stores

We need more upscale stores

(Responding comment) Who will shop in the upscale stores?

We definitely need more business such as light industry in Charlotte County to lighten the tax burden on residents

More aviation / distribution jobs

I’d like to see waterside development with dining, shops and a marina

We need to find seed money to start an Economic Development Corporation

Keep franchises OUT of Punta Gorda.  Makes it trashy and displaces locals.

Use retirement executives to work on the projects identified on these plans.  Go from ideas to real implementation plans.  Volunteers can help the County and City leaders – some of which have less experience in leading recovery efforts.  We also need an Economic Development Corporation.

Please keep in mind seniors on fixed incomes

We need to encourage more businesses to locate in the County

Retirees can provide consulting services

We should cater to younger, almost retirees – the 50’s + that are transitioning into full-time retirement

We need a plan!

Help support the nonprofits that are helping meet community needs.  Need central location Resource Center for nonprofits.

We need a state university extension in Charlotte County – that would be wonderful! 

Start a planning group to define plan for the Economic Development Corporation using many of the retired executives in the area

An attractive community is essential for recruiting

Airport road on / off ramps

Need conference / banquet facilities / hotels

Need a working waterfront to support boating and residential industries and to promote interest in the community

Need more jobs that require a college degree

No more brain drain!

Work on the old courthouse as a center for the FGCU to give classes that make JOBS right in downtown Punta Gorda and then reach out to all 3 counties.

Need a positive PR effort, to turn a negative to a positive

Drive home slogan, “Better than before”

Need positive exposure and slogan spread nationwide.  Need a w.w. Positive perception.

Need a PR point person for redevelopment effort

Boat builders – build old niche

STOP tearing down wilderness when we have all these old buildings that could be restored to serve the purposes of this community.  Restore old buildings for activities or educational programs for KIDS.

Take care of our own airport – it is important to Charlotte County

No one will work the service jobs.  They are available!

Don’t need any more services.

Get more businesses to work with county, enterprise charlotte, FGCU and Edison to train needed worker pool and provide incentives

Convention center

More skilled trades

More night classes

Fun stuff to do (not bingo)

Rebuild before you build

Increased community commitment to higher education as a catalyst to economic development

We need a hockey arena!

We need things to do for KIDS!

Rebuild before you build!


Slower development.

Too much traffic.

Too much red tide from ???

Educators and businessman need to cooperate to train workers who are needed here – i.e. healthcare.

Let’s keep our own good people here in charlotte county.

I think as a growing teen that it’s fun / educational to be able to take nature walks or go camping.  But in Port Charlotte our area for such activities is slim to none.  Instead of tearing down the only areas we have left for buildings and roads, why don’t we just restore the old ones and leave what nature we have left, ALONE!

1.5M people over 50 play softball.  Carmolita Fields needs to be enhanced to include high-quality facilities to support statewide and nationwide tournaments that bring income and hotel room nights.

Wind generators for sailboats – increase existing factory capacity - supply can’t meet demand.

Jobs for those who need it most – low income.

Business friendly

Any new shopping centers should be developed without impacting existing businesses on 41

Growth and businesses for communities south of burnt store road.

Service jobs / professional and higher paying jobs!

Protect the scrub jays (birds)

Protect the people

The airport area should become the industrial hub

What will the Murdock village do for the average taxpayer besides take our money?

Board a range of softball users, collegiate, high school, intramural, etc..

Put frontage roads on 41

Lower 4 & 5 plex codes to residential codes

We need incentives for larger companies to move to Charlotte County.  

Need jobs with growth potential and benefits

Airport area could be used to diversify economy

Sewers for charlotte park area

Jobs for young people  (e.g. computers)

Jobs for those who need it most – lower income.

Child care for low-income parents

Encourage retail and commercial development

More apartments for middle class

Need light industry 

Need high tech

More maritime tourism besides just king fishing trips

41 commercial corridor in P/G needs mixed-use development – lots of opportunities

Bring technology in companies more growth

Airport is key to recovery and our future

Where was the local government elected officials during this meeting?

Re-zone more land to support tech jobs.  

Get Edison College to train more electricians, technical, etc. to support new companies coming into the county

Bring downtown Punta Gorda and charlotte harbor together as a theme.  PG = vibrant downtown across bridge.  CH = village, upscale residential, commercial, tourism

Need a more movie theatre competition

Need an independent film theatre

Need industrial growth – autos and light industry

Tax incentive for “clean” industry (i.e. biotech)

One stop shopping for permitting: fed, state and county. …need to SWFWMD

Light industry with good benefits

Personnel with STRONG background in fundraising, development and grant writing

Increase # of baseball tournaments that bring visitors

Get a major league baseball team here

Responsible development that can trade up for density incentives

Snowbirds should have to register cars in the county where they are (it’s the law), which would increase revenue for the county

Generating community commitment to nursing and education

Charlotte county sports stadium should be better utilized (e.g., concerts and programs)

Education & Jobs

Education & the Community

Increased community commitment to higher education as a catalyst for economic development

Community Engagement & Youth

Next time we have a community meeting, I think it should be announced in the schools so the youth know about it.  It would be nice to have youth inputs about our community because they are the future leaders of America.

Announce this meeting to the youth so they can make their inputs.  The youth are the future, make our opinions count!

Pre-K to 12 Children & Education

Focus on school readiness – children need the basics before they start school

More funding is needed for quality after-school programs that are of interest to teens

More teachers are needed in high school for better interaction with students

More funding is needed for educational programs and teachers

Young Adults, Education & Economic Development

More jobs with industry, education in mind need to be developed if we intend to keep young adults here

Not growing at the rate we need to diversify economy to attract young families

Need jobs and training in services so kids can stay here….like training in hotel and motel services, child care training (will also help improve ratio of teachers to children here)

Higher Education Institutions

More support for Florida Gulf Coast University’s effort to bring together itself, Edison Community College and Tech Center to work on seamless pattern to education to help economic development

Florida Gulf Coast University and Edison CC in Charlotte County are planning a joint uses facility.  Include in it a center to prepare our students – as far back as middle school – to be ready for college courses

Expand courses at Edison College

Need to push FGCU to set up shop in Charlotte County more aggressively

What about a Florida State University extension coupled to a new business incubator or industrial park?

Educational institution to provide base for training

Need more access for working people to take courses

Expand FGCU into CC and Punta Gorda

Offer jobs for those who can’t afford college

Seniors & Education

Bring the Renaissance Academy here with learning in retirement so we aren’t competing [for college classes]

Filling college classes with seniors who want to continue education, at nominal fee

Jobs & Economic Development

Economic development needs to become a priority

The job (& lack of benefits) market stinks

More jobs – all types

Raise income levels through diversification of economy

Amount of education is in direct proportion to amount of money & quality of life

Too many people commuting to other towns (Ft. Myers / Venice).  

Keep workers here – Encourage businesses to relocate to Charlotte County

Surprised by low number of people in ED.  No middle-income jobs!

Must work to re-establish and increase middle class.  That means bringing in jobs at the 40-75,000-income level, whatever the area.

85% of the employment in Charlotte County is County!  [Related comment: This seems disproportionately high if accurate.]

Wages and Income Levels

Raise average wage – only $7 per hour

Too many jobs are low paying - $8-$10 per hour

Good jobs like resident aides, caretaker are low pay - $6 & $7 per hour

Wages are too low

Salaries are too low here

Too many low wage jobs in this area – encourage growth in area 

which will raise the average wage

We need better paying jobs.  

Wages are too low.

Disproportionate amount of minimum wage (low)

Teachers need more money to teach our children

Wages are too low in county.  No unions.  We need a living wage

Need to be able to unionize without being harassed or fired for saying the “U” word; need representation.

Support a living wage, health care coverage, etc.

Need higher paying jobs & more industry to defray our property taxes

More interesting things to do like concerts in the park, etc., would create jobs and more money

We need to remember the median income when we create housing

Types of Jobs Needed

Storm created a shortage of health care workers

We need more trained people in construction

Need a clearinghouse for contractor / construction opportunities – put demand in touch with supply

Not enough men to do all the repairs

Need course or way to prove skills to get license to become a roofer and carpenter – currently requires a letter from employer verifying at least four years of experience (current boss may not support you!)

Excellent technical program should be expanded

Need more trade tech institutions

Technical training (vocational) needs to be started in the middle schools – should have some training by age 16

We should encourage more apprenticeship programs

Need more mentoring and internships in medical, education and new industry

Less workers comp, more trade skills!

Need more high tech and light industrial – city should “woo” these types of jobs

We need some high tech boutique industry to attract an educated young people, including singles and families

Why aren’t we attracting high-tech jobs?

Need more industrial CI and CG land

Develop industrial park for more manufacturing jobs

Airport expansion might bring new jobs

Create more non-governmental jobs

Biggest percentage of employment (retail / service) provide low-paying jobs

Job figures on agriculture and mining are way too low – should be boosted

Maybe we could attract more agriculture

Recruit clean industry

Desai water plant

A community of supportive housing with in-house service business for jobs to assist in transition to permanent employment

Economic Development Incentives

The need to attract more businesses.  Are there incentives to locate here?

Only two large employers – hospitals and school.  Increase incentives to bring other business

Need to create incentives for company relocations – Let’s steal some!

Use incentives to designate an area of commercial development that facilitates high tech / more advanced industry – will provide higher paying jobs & build a higher tax base – everybody wins

Invite more industry to our community.  

Make Charlotte County more economically inviting to potential businesses to relocate or expand here

Expand the incentives to allow jobs to be created on a large scale (500-800 / company).  Lots of mom & pops already.

Our building licenses are higher than any other county – too hard on small businesses

Other (non-education or job-related comments)

Establish a “disaster tour bus” to view the hurricane damage

Health

Communications Infrastructure

Need better information on where to go for health services

Too many people not aware of where / how to get help

Can we make a health information hotline / Web site for the county?

Social services are good & accessible but not well marketed.  Communicate services!

If downtown Punta Gorda puts a visitor center in the courthouse – how about a “center” there for people to find out where to go to access services, health, etc?

Need better information about alternatives

Access to Medical Professionals

High demand for few services

We have a very poor reputation as far as health care providers. 

 Need more day care because both parents have to work to survive

Not enough doctors and dentists

Shortage of good doctors – would leave state if got seriously sick

Shortage of doctors –2 comments

I agree that we need more good doctors here

Need to attract more good doctors with support services – x-rays, etc.

Tampa is a long way to go.  We need to encourage good doctors to settle here. We do have some very good ones but need more.

We need more doctors for the ER.  Some kind of trauma unit and more pediatric doctors

Doctor wouldn’t accept our out-of-state medical insurance.  

Tough to find good family practitioner

Good doctors are leaving due to high insurance rates

We must have an environment friendlier to doctors and health care professionals – LESS LAWSUITS!!!

We must do something about malpractice insurance before we lose more doctors

Medical & Dental Services for Low-Income People

We need more doctors and dentists that accept Medicaid for the low-income families.  

There are no dentists around this community that accept Medicaid.

Develop more programs that operate on a consistent basis – where volunteer physicians and dentists provide services for those who cannot afford them.

No cost, low cost, sliding scale health clinic needed

We need more clinics for low-income families

Until health insurance is fixed we need clinics that can treat the people who are using emergency rooms

Affordable Medical Services

Let’s research how more people can have appropriate / adequate medical coverage.

Consider a health tax (1/2% or so) on our taxes [sp?] and other family needs – put children and families first with support in West 

Charlotte area, Englewood, Rotunda…

What about a child services / youth board or a way of raising funds?

We need nationalized health care (not just in Charlotte County)

Quality and Availability of Medical Facilities

All county hospitals need better facilities

New medical facilities needed

The Veterans Administration needs to build an adequate outpatient client clinic in Charlotte County.  It’s a 35-mile trip to Ft. Myers’ VA clinic and a 90-minute drive to Bay Pines VA.  We have more than 30,000 vets living in this area.

The Health Dept. lost four of six sites.  We need help in placing new temporary buildings in Port Charlotte.  We need to accelerate getting the $9 million to fund the new Health Dept. building on Loveland Blvd.

Birthing hospital!

Prescription drugs “mobile pharmacy” needed

Mobile medical clinic

Mental Health Services

Mental health (acute and long-term care) lacking

Need a comprehensive mental health facility; both long term & short term, with the closure of G. Pearce Wood people with mental problems have been left to take care of themselves with devastating results.

Mental health services directly needed, especially for children – no child psychologist / psychiatrist available in Charlotte

Establish drug court; establish mental health court

Other Issues

We need to deal with teenage drug use

Charlotte regional has ask-a-nurse program

Disability issues – help with wheelchairs?

Place greater emphasis on preventative medicine and public education about holistic health practices

More “day care” drop-ins for Alzheimer’s patients

HIV care needed – we lost our clinic

We need a local Lupus Foundation

Non-Medical Issues (applies to other planning areas)

Punta Gorda Baker Center and Charlotte County Baker Center, too!

Murdock Center should be Charlotte County’s downtown “DT” park

At least one MTF should meet Cat 4 requirements for wind

Need more shelters for disasters

We need to save the estuary.

Housing

Deep Creek does not need any more apartments or traffic! 

 No low income housing in Deep Creek.  There are hundreds of acres around Charlotte County to be utilized. 

 No more low-income housing in Deep Creek! 

 Why is housing being concentrated around Deep Creek? 

 In appropriate to concentrate low-income housing in Deep Creek. 

 Deep Creek, housing that’s affordable and meets the following: 

· Strongly built

· Meets all current codes including hurricane protection

· Supported with proper infrastructure (roads, schools, etc)

· Professional, quality management

 Encourage, don’t stifle quality residential developments.  Get developers seeking density increases to buy and donate the Port Charlotte plated lots in return i.e. urge golf course communities. 

 Manufactured homes should be banned. 

 Address issue of manufactured homes and safety issues. 

 We need reasonable housing that allows pets. 

 We need affordable housing for low-income people.  Work with HUD, Habitat for Humanity.   

 Build schools and with structure with Hurricane shelters in mind.  

 Plan for shelter that people can bring pets; they do it in Manatee County. 

 Carport is going to fly. 

 Disaster Emergency Housing using shipping containers. (Check the Internet for all the possibilities. 

 New housing needs to be assessable, percentage assessable. 

 Need supportive single occupancy housing, transitional to permanent supportive housing, community living facilities, and lower codes to residential supportive housing. 

 Some condos that were severely damaged held single oldsters without families.  They had nowhere to go.  We need more senior living facilities in new buildings. 

 Hard to get good contractors.  Contractors are taking advantage.  We need someone who can help. 

 Permits taking so long, can’t get an engineer to write a letter for permits, accept contractor drawing. 

 Speed up the licensing process for contractors from neighboring counties. 

 Create a tax favorable investment opportunity to help fund recovery. 

 When replacing manufactured housing, we have to pay sales tax. 

 It’s been hard putting roofs on, there are no contractors! 

 The cost of rentals have done up 2x, 3x.  People who were there can’t afford to come back. 

 Rental rates have gone sky high.  Low-income families work two jobs to pay the $800- $1200 rent.  I think (know) some of our crime is related to the struggle to pay bills with rent being more than 50% of a family’s expense. 

 Housing for retired people who have been displaced from mobile homes. 

 Affordable senior housing! 

 Senior housing and senior center needed in Punta Gorda. 

 Housing for independent clients such as developmentally handicapped individuals. 

 Affordable senior housing is important too! 

 Affordable senior housing, not project based, just affordable for all citizens. 

 Need for low-income homes for the elderly on fixed incomes. 

 What helps is available for condo complexes?  I.e. working capital loans, loans or grants for individual to pay assessments? - J. Malone- 941-766-4594

  We need a market place area with upscale condos. 

 I’d like to see more gated communities with upscale condos. 

 Build condos or manufactured homes.  Put affordable housing in all devastated mobile home parks, and get rid of the mobile homes. 

 We need single-family homes for low-income people.  Can we help them? 

 Create single-family homes to create more homeowners. 

 Affordable housing with individual units or mobile homes. 

 Housing prices are out pricing people who live here. 

 Everyone needs a place to live.  Low wage jobs employ ½ the working people in the county. 

 Affordable housing is a huge demand! 

 We need affordable housing for families with young children. 

 I would like everyone to have equal housing opportunities. 

 We need affordable housing for the young and old. 

 More affordable housing for young families and low income.  These are the people who staff the service industries, and the young  up and comers  of our future. 

 We need to build alternative affordable housing right away. 

 How can a young person buy a home?  They make $7.00 an hour, and pay $1000 mortgage? 

 Affordable housing for young families, we must have young families to grow!  For apartments and condo complexes have childcare on site. 

 Charlotte County needs houses that can be built for under $100,000! 

 Charlotte County government needs to make affordable housing the number one priority in the community. 

 What happens to FEMA  village  after owners return home? 


 We need to replace public housing. 

 But low income housing where schools and structure best support it. 

 Mixed-use buildings for housing and quality commercial. 

 We are in dire need of cluster housing; we need to broaden that base. 

 More affordable and mixed use housing in need. 

 Market place condo should be affordable to locals.  People need to live downtown, not just short term. 

 Put up mixed use housing above retail. 

 We need to create jobs that help new homeowners afford them. 

 There is too much housing, too much traffic; I would like to see pedestrian areas like bike paths. 

 Develop Burnt Store corridor with a plan and widen road. 

 What will happen to Englewood, we want to preserve and enjoy it more? 

 Affordable housing for low income should be integrated.  If development exceeds 10 units, a percent should be low-come. 

 There are a lot of rentals. 

 No low-income houses in areas of  high end  homes. 

 The entire tax codes in Charlotte County need to be checked for mistakes. 

 The low income housing on Marrion Ave. should be relocated so that valuable land can be sold to fund many more low-income units. 

 We are concerned that housing is too dense in some newer areas.  We would like to see fewer mobile home parks. 

 Condos above stores in a downtown area bring people downtown. 

 SHIP should ease the red tape on first time homebuyers. 

 41 needs to be built with more eye appeal.  Landscape, better facades, move back and hide service roads. 

 Upscale housing is in demand.    Please don’t lose sight of the impact that more costly neighborhoods bring to a community, tax base etc. 

 We need to have communities that have the ability to enforce some general regulation regarding appearance of homes, we need a happy medium between deed restricted and a no restriction free for all.    An example is a school bus in the yard. 

 The housing options should correspond with local wages. 

 Youth centers are vital. 

 Is mold being properly removed from homes/ business that have been affected? 

 If you earn $6.50 per hour in Charlotte County, your employer thinks its big money, yet rent is more than $800 per month.  Do the math! 

 Our shed from Ted’s Shed stayed intact during Charley yet the mobile homes blew away.  If mobile homes are to remain, their safety standards need to be greatly improved. 

 Keep our waterfront property for all to use, not just the rich! 

 Keep the waterfront for all to enjoy! 

 Stop giving waterfront property to developers, save some for the public. 

 Restrict Waterfront development. 

 Where should housing not be located?    The waterfront- let the developers in for  open air  seaside upscale restaurants, shops, and cluster housing.  The waterfront should be enjoyed by all. 

 Small houses should be rehabbed for affordable housing, habitat for humanity can help.  We need to evaluate housing. 

 Rehabilitate old buildings for housing to keep or history. 

 Enable people in Punta Gorda’s historic district to rebuild homes that  fit in  with the historic look of the few that survived. 

 We need a homeless shelter to withstand a hurricane. 

 We need a carefully planned growth pattern, don’t just build without plans on the impact of surrounding areas. 

 We need to foster a better climate for quality developers and a plan to allow and support new residential developments.  We need more planned unit developments but the drivers need to be quality developers not inexperienced county leaders, i.e.- Murdock Village. 

 We need apartments for rentals, but they don’t have to necessarily be  low income. 

 Truly affordable housing, even rental units are needed!  Our service workers, minimum wage earners far out number the available affordable housing. 

Apartment complexes for young families with child care on site.

 We need affordable rental housing for working folks, seniors, and disabled. 

 More affordable housing, before Charley their was not enough 

housing in the county.  We need more affordable unit for rent. 

 W need a variety of types and cost of housing to keep this a diverse community.  Mobile home parks need to be up to code, and on land out of the flood plain.  Lets not price the service workers out of the community.   How can we engage everyone in solving this? 

 Color outside the lines, get away from the tired old box theme.  No more trailer parks to be permitted in county. 

 Save the mobile home parks for affordable living for the local seniors.  In a disaster like this, housing is a premium and many seniors do not want to leave Charlotte County and cannot afford many of the apartments here now if they could find one. 

 We need emergency housing for homeless. 

 Regional approach to disaster shelters.  We need to be able to leave the county before the event. 

 Need to embrace ordinances. 

 Build an all weather shelter for the homeless.  Provide emergency housing for evicted families with children. 

 Developers are building where they can get large treks of land.  People prefer houses with amenities.  Lots of lots in Murdock area. 

 Keep the affordable housing out of area of high-end housing.  Develop areas for low-income housing.  How about Murdock? 

 Housing developments should include diversity in their planning parks, parks that only have tennis courts should also have basketball courts. 

 Need to clean up dead trees ASAP. 

 More thought to be put into housing, get rid of junk cars, boats, etc.  Upgrade communities and community appearance. 

 Need to get roofs on homes in low- middle-income areas.  Repair homes before building newer ones. 

 Establish transitional housing for families in crisis, amount should be in proportion to the constant need. 

 Scrub jays issue- 14,000 lots are affected.  People want to buy lots to rebuild homes.  Can we have parks or designated green areas for the birds? 

 Concerned about blight, seems to be no ordinance on junk cars, etc in yards. 

 Move the scrub jays. 

 Don’t forget Burnt Store Corridor- work with developers this is huge. 

 Low cost housing for senior. 

 No residential housing at the airport, this should be all developed as commercial/ industrial. 

 150,000 vacant lots in subdivisions without utilities, roads are bad, no service. 

 Low-income housing should not be relocated by water, should be moved inland. 

 I suggest 776 for housing or multi use complex with sidewalks to P.C. town center. 

 More housing per dollar. 

 Afraid that landlords will become outrageous.  Reports that some landlords are charging $3,000 per month.  Would like to know why landlords are able to price gouge?  Isn’t this against the law?

 Need more areas for building smaller low-income housing.  Need housing affordable for people who are here.  People are being priced out. 

 Put affordable housing at Murdock Village.  It’s closest to everything. 

 Housing where transportation isn’t necessary, pedestrian friendly. 

 Public transportation essential. 

 Banking facilities and stores that are within walking distance from senior housing. 

 Stick to original plans and codes.  Have condos spaced widely so the natural grounds are still there.  Do not make them more than three stories high including the garages under them. 

 Enforce zoning codes- junk cars, boats etc. 

 Need integrated housing that includes affordable, attractive housing with landscape. 

 Does not want to leave children in debt due to increased taxes. 

 Mobile homes should be responsible for contributing to the tax base, just as any other homes in the community. 

 Housing for snowbirds.  Mobile homes fit this need, they add to economy. 

 Good design for rebuilding that will better withstand future storms. 

 Better built housing that will resist storms, raise elevation. 

 Affordable housing options include panel, and others, need codes to better withstand winds. 

 More affordable housing cost to build. 

Question:   Why can’t the county extend the temp. Licenses for at least 6-8 months so that basic repairs can be caught up?    Temporary contractor licenses were previously issued – all of which are expired at this time.  The county is ridged on the subject of extending the temp. permits.  All these contractors are already licensed in other counties in the state. 

 Housing that does not hold up to winds is a safety issue for occupants and neighbors. 

 Housing needs to meet wind codes, panels and manufactured homes. 

 Provide high performance/ hurricane proof/ energy efficient housing for mid- low income.  Create a housing mix within each area so neighborhoods aren’t income grouped.  Perhaps incorporate a rent controlled system for qualifying tenants in multi-family buildings. 

Create bike/ golf cart pathways so we can decrease dependency.  

Make it extensive and connective to commercial. 

 Help Judy Jones improve her shelter.

Natural Resources

As long as it snows up north in the winter our population will continue to grow.  We need to plan for it and execute our plan.

More open space for clean air and water… Babcock…buy for open space.

Canals – maintenance is very important – need to keep them dredged so sailboats can get out.  Need to dredge between Alligator Creek and 

Perimeter Canal (SP?) for water flow.

Some consideration MUST be given to the limits of water and sewer.

More emphasis on agriculture as our priority –via the industrial park and the airport.

How do we offset lost tax revenue (if Babcock is purchased.)?

To me one of the biggest long-term problems we face in Charlotte County is the pollution from phosphate mining.  I don’t know what the solution is, but I hate to see big businesses [be] able to do whatever they choose.

Use common sense in “beach renourishment” can’t beat Mother 

Nature…reinforces existing barriers to erosion.

Buy Babcock Ranch.  Protect us from phosphate mines.

“ I second that. ‘Buy Babcock Ranch.  Protect us from phosphate mines.

Stop cutting down all the trees – our wildlife needs a place to live also!  

If we lose our wildlife and natural habitat it will be gone FOREVER.

Speed up cleaning up our canals.

Speed up cleaning up our canals.

Speed up cleaning up our canals.

Make places for Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 4-H camp facilities that would fit right in with wild areas and protect the ecology and show young people good stewardship of the land.  {Julia got this Lady’s phone number for follow-up, to invite the scouts to future meetings, to earn badges for governance…}

Why not develop Part Of Babcock Ranch, but protect the greater part of it?

We sold people the land (lots) 40 years ago.  How do we now say ‘sorry you can not come now.’?

Less golf courses as the run off pollutes the canals.

Babcock Ranch is an important resource. Let’s not lose it.

This purchase should be completed without question!

Babcock property would make a large positive contribution to the general environment here. However, plans for its usage and especially long-term plans should be very carefully researched and studied beforehand.

Price of Babcock Ranch is too much for our county to afford. Let them sell part to a developer.

Our environment needs to stay healthy if we are to stay healthy. This is a priority. Protect the Peace River, protect wild lands, purchase Babcock Ranch (tourist attraction also!)

Clean & restock all waterways. Put garbage facilities or dumpsters in all vacant large tract areas

The fresh water canals need dredging. They’re full of slime, growth, & “who knows what”. 

Need dredging of natural creeks, ex. Ainger Creek taxes already went up 

Is there going to be any canal clean up?

The fresh water canals are in dire need of dredging. They’re a health hazard.

Water Quality = reduce non-point source pollution, decrease pesticide/fertilizer use, waterfront ordinance preventing use of sort / pest

Retain indigenous landscape to promote infiltration. Prevent site denuding; work around landscape

Prohibit building on sites less than 5 ft below FEMA 100-year flood mark. Enforce this from a federal level.

Create tax incentives to deter development on flood plain.

Where did the horses & cattle go in the storms?

DEP – get the permitting for Fishermen’s Village marina completed so it can be reopened.

Camping & 4-wheel areas should be kept, not tore down for buildings, and business. We have old buildings that should be repaired instead of the wilderness having to suffer for human purposes.

Stop the phosphate devastation now.

You still need phosphate to make drywall & other things.

Protect us from phosphate spills – promises don’t reverse the damage.

Has the fish kill (cause) that followed Hurricane Charley been identified (Peace & Myakka)?

We can lose sight of the potential disaster of a phosphate spill in our estuary. Can’t the EPA help?

There is no way to guarantee that there will be no accidents that will no contaminate our water supply. Phosphate mining is not safe.

I’m against phosphate mining. I’ve seen the results (& an accident) & that is not what we envision for Charlotte Co.

Anti-phosphate. Don’t let it kill our bay & harbor.

No phosphate mining in Charlotte Co. (second person  - Amen!) (third – I agree) (fourth – agree)

Many people debate the phosphate / water comment.

We restrict garden chemicals, but allow phosphate mines to dump acid tainted water.

Must have Babcock property; control phosphate to be responsible.

Zero benefit industry – phosphate. (second – ditto).

Phosphate mining is a ‘zero-benefit’ industry. It takes the wealth through processing a non-renewable resource and leaves a sink-hole (both environmental & economic) that future taxpayers will need to correct.

Keep fighting phosphate mining in our watershed – get some photos of those ugly settling areas & clay “mountains”  + true, factual info on cost to taxpayers & environment from “clean-ups” and the pollution results of the “dam break” near Tampa!

When was phosphate proven to affect our water quality? It is all untrue. Phosphate mining should be continued, but controlled.

I don’t know if we can continue the population growth in Punta Gorda. 

I wouldn’t like to see high rises.

Keep the green spaces we have now along Charlotte Harbor. No high-rise condos lining it up & down the Harbor.

Keep the harbor edge green – no high rises – stay firm!

High rises should be kept off waterfront! If high rises are part of the plan, they should locate within more of a central district; i.e., near the cultural center (Aaron to Harbor) where putting more people in close proximity to the hospitals / shopping / etc. would make the most sense.

No buildings over 3 stories!

Large building lots for future homes

Maintain a balance; support our natural resources

Slow growth by keeping out waterfront developers

No phosphate mining

Maintain/revitalize Peace River and beaches

Preserve what makes this area so special – the ecology!

Any plans to pull the metal and other trash from the Harbor? 

Navigation problems!

Save our water quality

The harbor & Englewood water quality needs to improve – don’t overbuild

Keep our water sources healthy! (second – yes!)

Environmental preservation is essential to our future

Not resources are a unique treasure – we need to involve the community in valuing this. It makes Charlotte Co unique.

Develop environmental priorities to protect the watershed & Charlotte 

Harbor estuary

Need more protection of Peace River water supply

Keep Charlotte green

Improve potable water quality in Punta Gorda

Population will continue, but better planning and long-range look into the future will help preserve our natural resources

What is the maximum population that our available water supply can serve?

Really protect our natural resources. Don’t allow developers to “buy out” for trees, endangered species, wetlands, etc.

If we keep developing our land we will destroy our ability to survive on a natural unpreserved level

This is a key draw for visitors and the main reason people are attracted /want to live here. Keep Harbor & rivers unspoiled, untouched as in ad campaign.

More emphasis needed on natural resources with idea in mind of not allowing construction.

How are we going to see the nature we love if it is all roped off?

Neighborhood Conservation

Affordable Housing

Affordable housing for young couples, semi-professional also low income and senior housing

Affordable housing needs to be a priority… service workers need a place to live!

Charlotte County is a more service-oriented business, with people being served. Properties need to be available for all incomes.  Those rich enough for million dollar homes as well as those with families working minimum wage and make less than $20,000 a year

Housing needs to remain affordable

In order to bring younger families to our community, we need affordable housing and more entertainment for them (agree)

Locate affordable housing closer to areas where jobs are available

Major business in CC is service; we must plan for the service givers.  

We cannot be another Naples

Put affordable housing in/around Murdock Village

We need affordable homes for the low income, not apartment projects where they just stay and stay

All affordable housing projects need to be placed within walking distance to shopping, schools, and health care

Character

Allow historical buildings leniency with the 50% rule

Beautify major areas for appeal to visitors

But we do not need to concentrate all housing in one area such as deep creek

Definitely retain the quaint, historic character of PG

Drugs and crime are infiltrating our neighborhoods en masse.  Law enforcement needs to take action and make their presence known in 

the neighborhoods

Historic districts need to be retained and committees appointed for areas

Keep the "small" community atmosphere, not a small Naples! Restrict Marinas!

Keep the historic areas quaint, quiet, treed and well maintained

Less traffic

Maintain small town feel.  Modernize, but not another Naples!

No building over three floors

Retain and expand historical character in PG

Retain the historic look to our communities, upgrade for flood, hurricane protection

Slower growth

Small city atmosphere is a big plus of area

What is expected of homeowners in the historic district?  How much will it cost to live in the HD homes looking a certain way; painted a certain color?  Please explain.

Community Center

Cooper St. is a must have!!

Cooper St. Rec. Center repairs should be a priority

Keep neighborhood centers focused on their neighborhood -re: Size and amenities.  E.g. Cooper St. might want a baseball field, but PGI no.  Use neighborhood focus groups

We need a youth activity center in Port Charlotte and another in Punta Gorda where the youth can engage in various activities after school

What is there to do for people, kids & adults, the elderly have a monopoly

Yes! Expand Cooper St

Youth Center

Hazard Mitigation

No tile roofs on buildings over two stories

Natural Resources

County or FEMA or… take down all trees, vines and invasive species-- after that clearing-- property owners need to be responsible to keep clean

Planning

Encouragement to people not to leave, encourage people to stay and be part of the reinvestment

Start neighborhood planning groups

Town meetings could be in evening as to accommodate those who work during the day

Property Rights

All changes to any PGI deed restriction must go through to PGI civic association.  PG City should not be able to override PGI deed restrictions

Control the influx of illegal aliens; don't let them take our housing, etc. from the citizens

Gods land is free.  Seniors deserve a break from paying such high taxes for their properties built on god's land

Keep codes flexible, not too rigid.  Remember property rights

People need to be accountable for their own property.  Pride unfortunately cannot be enforced, only encouraged by example

Some "neighborhoods" shouldn't be conserved!!  Rebuild with a more consistent upscale theme

Public Transportation

That means more bus lanes and congestion?

Trolley or trains should be available on main thoroughfares

Services

Create real neighborhood with small commercial centers, not just sprawl

Need more streets in the conservation areas

Public transportation will solve some of these issues

Upgrade Charlotte Park, more consistency

Sidewalks

Bike paths on the road

Bike paths!!

Difficult to get around neighborhoods without sidewalks- would like to 

be able to walk to shops, but currently not safe

East P.G. needs more sidewalks

Need more sidewalks and bicycle paths in Port Charlotte.  These need to provide access to city services

Need sidewalks and bike paths

Sidewalks all the way on Peachland!  Lets park our cars and walk!

Sidewalks are a must.  Spend money for sidewalks instead of school buses

We are a retirement community with active retirees; we should provide more sidewalks, in building codes for new developments for these and others

We need sidewalks, especially on Peachland

Streetscape

Clean up canals and trim trees (seconded)

Mulching more vegetation debris

Plant more trees and shrubs on "streetscape" areas

Regulation to force homeowners to clean up homes and yards

Utilities

Need underground wiring

Parks, Recreation and Open Space

Bayshore

Provide a plan for dogs on a Bayshore Road park with access to the water.

Is there still a plan for a park on Bayshore in Port Charlotte?

Revise Bayshore Rd from US 41 to Edgewater to be a park drive.

Boats / Marina

Don't close anymore boat ramps like you did in Englewood.

A marina will increase tourist dollars.

We need to find an entity to rebuild the fueling station at Fisherman's Village.

No pump outs for waster either! They can put their trash elsewhere, not here.

Need some pump outs.

We need to get Laishley & Fisherman's Village marinas open with transient slips to attract visitors & boat clubs. Also a restaurant at Laishley.

Yes, we need fueling stations in Charlotte Harbor.

slower speeds in waterways, less pollution going into water, fewer red tides

We need wider boat ramps & longer. We need finger floats so seniors can get in & out of boats. No matter what tide

Encourage boating & fishing with more ramps  - marinas, fueling & dumping stations.

No pump outs for waster either! They can put their trash elsewhere, not here.

No charge for parking at public boat ramps. I agree for Charlotte Co. residents.

Do not license kayaks.

Charlotte Harbor needs more channel markers. Set zones for crab traps away from channels. Harbor & canals need to be cleaned up.

a new & larger marina open to many boaters to encourage visitors to our area

more marinas! Expand existing  & site new. More launch ramps! Ditto.

Improve & reopen Fishermen's Village marina.

Organize fishing & boating into an alliance for tourists & locals. 

Dock @ auditorium site in Punta Gorda.

City run pump out boat in canals - Marathon is an example (grants available).

pump out boat on facilities.

A marina downtown would help bring people to the downtown area. Yes!

We need a pump out boat to prevent pollution.

Do a full plan before developing Laishley Park. Sta with the Plan. Make upscale as possible for the marina. Turn marina over to private sector for development & management.

Working waterfront marinas (public private) restaurants,  

Yes! A marina and waterside restaurants, walking shops. Ditto!

Don't give/sell waterfront to developers - more parks / access for public.

The county does not need to purchase and marina at this point in time.

Develop entire waterfront - "by the sea" open air restaurants (upscale). Get developers in here. Limit single-family homes on waterfront. 

Yes. We all want to enjoy our waterfront.

Laishley Park in Punta Gorda needs to be finished ASAP.

Conservation

Back in the 70s, Charlotte Co had the 2nd highest bald eagle population in North America, second only to Alaska. We are a very diverse county ecologically & desire to see that preserved for the enjoyment of our population. I am afraid of development wiping out this natural treasure. We need areas set aside as natural parks / preserves.

Please conserve the environment. Keep the beauty - do not pollute or lose, birds, manatees, etc.

People moved here for the beautiful environment don't concrete over it.

Continue growth & park beautification . Excellent for families young & old.

Keep our waterfront for parks.

Assign a new ratio of acres for parks to commercial acreage and residential acreage - pay for these by taxing developers like they do in other areas of the country. Also done for schools.

Grab the land while it's available.

Library

Deep Creek needs a library.

More open hours for libraries

Coffee shop in conjunction with county libraries - run by private commercial entity.

Maintenance

Somebody please stabilize the leaning light before it falls like the other one that bent and crashed in part of the stadium roof & seating. That did not need to happen.

Need more lights in beach complex especially the tennis court.

Concentrate on improving the Port Charlotte Beach Complex before opening another park.

Fix lights at Harold Ave Rec Center.

Financial common sense - repairing things sooner, rather than later  - fiscal soundness.

We really don't need more additional parks. We can't afford the ones we have.

Parks within Charlotte Co. more are needed and those in small areas need upgrading to facilitate the needs of those who use it.

Continue upkeep of existing parks & rec centers (eg. Harold Ave)

Neighborhood

We need a park area in the Burnt Store corridor. Plan this with the four-laning of Burnt Store Road. How about a boat launch in the Burnt Store area?

We need permanent bathroom facilities and water in our park in El Jobean. 

Englewood needs help too.

Pool

Have a pool with early morning and early evening access for lap swimmers. Put the pool in Punta Gorda  - olympic or junior olympic for recreation and exercise.

We need an aquatic center. 50 meter x 25 yard pool. We could host swim events state - nationwide, like Selby Park in Sarasota.

Shelter

Make parks more stable for people too, so that the picnic tables, grills and bathrooms could become part of temporary shelters after a storm.

How about a Hurricane proof building here in Charlotte Co large enough to hold enough evacuated people. Can rent it out to organizations between storms.

Sidewalks / Paths

Would like to have a nature park with lots of trails - not short little ones. 

Would like some to be on least dog parks - like the security & pleasure of my dog's company.

We need sidewalks

Create more bicycle paths

Bike paths

We need bike paths in Punta Gorda.

Sidewalks everywhere. Our senior citizen population has to step off roadways to keep from being run over.

We need bike paths in Deep Creek area. 

Provide walking trails & biking trails.

More biking paths.

Bike paths throughout county.

Bicycling  - like walking in Charlotte in suicide.

There is a need for an extended network of connected bike paths outside of busy roadways… paths that connect the various parts of the county's urban areas.

Bike paths, marina at Fishermen's Village.

We need bike paths in Punta Gorda Isles.

Maybe paw parks  - maybe with trails to walk.

Walkways in all neighborhoods.

More bicycle friendly in Punta Gorda.

Stadium

Use the Charlotte Co. Stadium for concerts & special events for the younger crowds.

We need to use the stadium for baseball.

A softball 5-field adult complex for league & tournament play. 

We need spring training & multi purpose facility for it here in the County. Why does Ft Myers have two teams?

Get a spring training team!

Would like to see Charlotte Stadium used more than just a one-month event (softball tournament) & it needs to be more publicized.

This is the perfect time to knock down stadium or develop it into something useful.

Need to find a way to make stadium more viable.  

Youth

Kids around 11 - 18 yrs old should be able to do things such as: dances, skate park, community swimming pools. But this doesn't mean mean our wilderness should be taken down for these purpose, instead we could restore old buildings and make them up to date on codes.

Indoor facilities for kids: basketball courts, meeting rooms " teen center".

The youth of Charlotte Co need a "fun factory". This building would have an ice arena, billiard room, an eating area and games such as ones seen in Chucky Cheese. P.S. maybe even a bowling alley since existing ones are full of "older" league bowlers.

We need a location & activity center for high school students.

activities for young & middle age adults, eg walk, kayak, sit by the water

More recreational facilities for the kids.

Cooper St needs more for kids.

Other

take care of your homeless first

Need to know about Memorial auditorium

We need a park like Marina Jacks in Sarasota. Water park fountains, nicer park, more sidewalks.

I agree with all phases of remarks pertaining to parks!

A nice new band shell along water in Punta Gorda & concerts in the evening.

parks that have more than just 2 swings.

We need activities for all ages.

Need another crossing of Peace River at Cape Haze with boat refueling station mid-point to tie into New Burnt Store Road. Use concrete debris for spoil islands.

Plant shade trees in parks.

We need an amphitheater for outdoor entertainment concerts.

More green space with reflex ion gardens.

More neighborhood parks - need more picnic tables & grills, suitable for large groups.  

Need some place for senior citizens.

Reducing Future Disaster Losses

Issues/Problems/Concerns

Lack of Tourism in the area

Lack of certified/sufficient/multi-use Shelters

Lack of "pet friendly" shelters

Lack of a comprehensive "Shelter Plan"

Lack of transportation availability/plan for homebound citizens

Excess debris/vegetation = additional wildfire fuels

Lack of sufficient East-West evacuation 

Lack of coordination with FL DOT regarding ease of thoroughfare in construction zones

Lack of an effective evacuation plan

Public Safety Buildings not "hardened"

Cultural Center poorly administered/managed as shelter/lack of staff

Citizens from other counties evacuated INTO Charlotte County without adequate shelters

Where were the County Commissioners?

Mold in homes/businesses

Insurance settlements insufficient to cover costs of damage repairs/replacements

Lack of intergovernmental coordination (cities to counties/counties to counties)

Extreme amount of roof damage-Why? Workmanship? Inspections?

Are hospitals built to code/to withstand hurricanes?

Are building codes effectively enforced?

Need alternative energy supply

Lack of effective growth management plan

Lack of enforcement of 50% rule (substantial damage requiring current code compliance)

All three Charlotte County hospitals sustained damage from winds

Tile roofs failed becoming projectiles causing other damages

Inefficient use of school employees before/during/after event

Lack of "hardened" schools

Lack of "strength" in "older" roofs

Lack of available/qualified laborers to work in cleanup and repair in Punta Gorda

Ideas/Solutions/Fixes

Provide financial incentives to hotels, etc. to construct conference facilities that could serve as certified shelters also

Require underground utilities for new projects/developments

Bulk pick up of wildfire fuels and controlled burning (wildfire mitigation)

Development of East-West evacuation route would benefit BOTH coasts of Florida

Build schools/businesses with "Hurricane-Proof" shelters

Develop/Use "Reverse 911" telephone based communication system to inform people

Allow reconstruction in "Windmill Village" using steel-framed (improved) technology to improve survivability

Downtown Punta Gorda needs a Levee

Modify/exception to Red Cross rule  (4922?) regarding not certifying shelters below 18 feet elevation to access federal funding

Training/Education for business owners on Disaster Planning and/or 

Business Contingency Planning

Ensure shelters are built out of floodway/floodplain

Use Panelized Construction technology

Training/Education for building techniques/"safe rooms"

Remove trees, etc near power lines

Ensure current/future construction is more "Hurricane Resistant"

Involve Faith-Based and Community-Based groups in LTR

Categories of Items Above:

1. Sheltering/shelters; pet friendly; evacuation plans/routes

2. Hardening facilities; schools, shelters, hospitals

3. Roofs/roofing materials/construction codes

4. Training/Education/Planning for Businesses

Revitalize Older Commercial Areas

Buildings

Mixed-use alternatives on US 41 rebuild.

Make old fashion, keep it quaint.  Little shops

Use the chance to build - more visible pleasant to look at buildings.

No building over 3 stories

No tile roofs, find a way to permanently attach (Miami-Dade).

Do not allow rebuilding that endangers neighbors

Many buildings need renovation

Revitalize Rte 41 to a Murdock Village style appearance.

Let's keep old Florida charm on 41 in Port Charlotte but new buildings 

in new designs.

Do not make Façade part of the 50% rule

Alternatives to tiles, keeping the old Florida style.

Do something about eye pollution on US 41!!

We property owners in Tamiami Trail and doing an emergency cleaning and re-roofing before any further damage to our building (destroyed by water intrusion and mold).  To do what the county wants to be done later will be a double expense to us.  If you wait too long, we'll starve.  You need to move quickly.

Allowing Rte 41 businesses to expand behind them would be great.  

Plazas would work also.

Come up with a plan for aesthetic rebuilding on 41 - quickly - before businesses rebuild as they were.  41 is one of the ugliest roads I've ever seen. - 2

The majority of stores and buildings on US 41 in Charlotte County are an embarrassment and an eyesore!  Now is the time to rebuild!

Improve codes to prohibit "shanties"

Create design standards for unified look…quickly.

Signage

Consistency in signage along Highway 41.

Signage lower and less "in your face", more landscaped areas around signs like Hilton Head - 3

Incentives against flashy signs

Limit signage on 41!

Signage - lower, more uniform like Sanibel.

Incentive to do monument signs.

Need some type of signage to identify street addresses on Rte 41.  

Numbers on businesses are rarely visible.

We need a sign ordinance on US 41 before too much rebuilding occurs - 2

County proposing changes to signage, front elevations, etc.  Is there going to be help available so that property owners do not get hit with all of the high cost to make the changes required by this?

Parking

More parking closer to the buildings

Improve safety crossing Frontage Rd from parking spaces

Ordinance to control parking.  County properties should be of exclusive use of neighboring business owners.

Parking along Highway 41 when possible in back and side of buildings.

On street parking for access roads.  Sidewalks too!

Businesses

Upgrade - more consistency in look of businesses.

Don't do Murdock Village until current businesses are taken care of.

We need to create an Economic Development Corporation.

Update the stores and businesses to look more uniform - 3

We are already beaten by a series of hurricanes, the 50% rule is another blow to us property owners.

Encourage shops on waterfront but help owners survive "down season" when snowbirds are gone.

Costs

Maintain rental costs

Very low interest loans or grants to assist businesses to upgrade.

Provide incentives for fix up.

We need to create

Market place condos need to be accessible (cost wise) to locals - not just speculators and investors

WE need to find matching funds to incent businesses to improve their looks, standard, signs, etc.

Make sure there are areas with reasonable rents.

Price gouging: City of Punta Gorda charges full water, sewer, garbage, and estimated 2000 gallons (cost $60/month) until a demolition permit is filed.  No inspectors (FEMA, insurance, SBA), no demolition permit = therefore (Aug, Sept, Oct) = $180.

Landscaping and Pedestrians

We need a walking, jogging, bicycle trail on US 41 as a development theme such as the Piniellas Trail in Piniellas County.

Add palm trees.

Palm trees, bike paths, and sidewalks.  Clean up the Bridge, it looks like downtown Detroit.

Landscaping with color, sidewalks, and bike paths.

41 is an eyesore - as are parts of Veterans.  Stop taking down so many trees - we've lost enough green already.  Have scenic roads with green btwn road and 41 - large parking lots in back.  Restrict high and size of signs.

Need to manicure grassy areas and add landscape plants with color.

Pedestrian Walk Bridge.  Clean up and beautify.

Other

Off site retention

No Tedd's Sheds ala Jackson Lightings.  New annex.  You know it!

Create beautiful spaces.  Enhance Rte 41 corridor.  Need more integrated spaces with commercial & residential.

Schools

Children

Community Center

















Create something for the children to do, teenage drug use and pregnancy is at crisis level in PC

















Enhance schools so community use is fostered--e.g. school library could be open in evening, or computer labs or available fitness facilities

















Kids need more activities

















Need more fun and well rounded programs for the kids, not just sports

















Use other resources for after school programs, I.e. the visual arts center, cultural center, the "new" courthouse, the new PGI civic association building, help engage the community in the education of our young by spreading it around

















We need more mentors!

















We need something for our pre-teens and teens, too much underage drinking and drugs in cc

















Education

Announce at schools about these community meetings so the youth can proclaim their opinions.  Such as posters, sign-ups, something to let us know our opinions matter

















Develop a concrete truancy program; widely advertise it so citizens know what to do if they see a child who's not in school

















Need strict enforcement of rules.  Uniforms would be a good start

















Teachers need more control and support, there is too much wasted time in education

















Graduation facilities

Build a facility to accommodate high school graduation ceremonies so families can attend

















Build an auditorium in the high school that is available to the public

















Use the NEW auditorium for graduation-- make it big enough for the future

















We need a facility large enough to hold high school graduations

















We need a facility large enough to hold high school graduations-- 3500-4000 people

















Planning

Plan for growth!  (ditto)

















Property Taxes

Developers who are approved to build "affordable housing" should be required to fund the additional cost of schools, teachers, that their tenants will utilize






















Mobile home and apartment dwellers should support schools as much as homeowners

















School Facilities

Build neighborhood schools within walking distance, not huge campuses
























Can Peace River Elem. Be restored?





















Definitely rebuild Charlotte H.S.  It is one of the oldest buildings around.  (Agree!)

















Demolish the high school, start anew

















Keep and fix Charlotte!  It's a great school.  It had a good feeling when you attend there!

















Keeping old Charlotte High building is Not the best way to rebuild.  Time marches on, Lets go

















Kids need a wing to protect them from the rain

















Las Vegas builds a New school Every week.  Guess how they fund them

















Maybe the school is too big, and we need another high school















Our kids want a school that they can be proud of.  North Port schools are looking a lot better for my kids

















Rebuild new with some architecture to save $2-3 million but use time capsule corners with history and newspaper some of the bricks















Refurbish Charlotte High.  Keep the tradition and spirit
















Repair the existing schools to 100%, asap

















Repair the high school asap

















Save Charlotte High

















Save Charlotte High School for a new use, it's historic
















Save the historic high school, but only if it is economically viable















Schools are too crowded, and seem to be behind the northern states














Sustainable Schools-- incorporate hi-performance building strategies for all new construction, emphasizing health of students.  Use natural lighting, non-potable water recycling for landscaping and toilets, Knowledgeable and responsible relationship with natural world, go for LEED standards, work with Rebuild America office

















Try to save Charlotte High if the cost is reasonable

















Upgrade and modernize the schools and campuses

















Upgrade technology, wireless, phones; current tech sucks!















We have an opportunity to build schools to adequately house our students, why not?

















Yes.  Baker was a hub for head start and is needed

















Dual-purpose facilities at schools (public use/shelters, etc.)
















Need to rebuild the inferior schools and build them sturdy enough for shelters

















Shelters

As long as we're rebuilding schools, why not build them to serve as shelters as well?

















Build hurricane shelters with tax dollars (I.e. schools)
















Build the new schools hurricane proof so we can have a place to go in a disaster

















Make schools hurricane hardened.  

















More shelters

















Need shelters now!

















Need sturdy shelters and better preparedness for yearly hurricanes














Schools need to be equipped to be shelters too!

















Schools should be built as shelters to withstand hurricanes since they already have showers, kitchens, etc.

















Shelters need to allow pets

















Shelters, and some to include pets!

















The county needs shelters.  This has to be a requirement for any school that is rebuilt

















Short Term

Get the children out of Double-sessions and bring back a sense of normalcy to the community

















No portables! Dangerous.

















Sidewalks


Charlotte County needs sidewalks

















Create safe network of bike paths linking residential/commercial/recreational communities

















Expand bikeways and walkways for kids and others that walk















Kids need sidewalks

















More bike paths on all side and major roads

















Need sidewalks where kids have to ride bikes and walk to school (esp. Englewood)

















Need sidewalks within two-mile perimeter of school

















Sidewalks for safety… required bike rodeos-- kids should wear their helmets-- law!

















Agree with entire board of remarks

















YES (to all comments)


Tourism

Nice dog park—Venice (the Woodmere) and pet friendly motels.

Rent--$17.00/square foot downtown

Make Murdock Village the Downtown for Port Charlotte

We want to remain somewhat “sweet” --old Florida

Convention/Coconut Grove/Strip. County Commission /Taller Buildings/ More Compact

Promote pet-friendly motels like our Days Inn—have area to walk dogs nearby with expectation of owner clean up.

Wish we had baseball back.

Save historic buildings and our heritage for quality of life and tourism.

We must have 20-40 baseball parks now—way too many. Let’s have something else.

Bring back the tram. If you have a Convention Center. Murdock Village, Fisherman’s Village, Fairgrounds-Connect the dots.

FEMA lines have been busy since before Jeanne--No800621FEMA/No FAX

Create a downtown w/ theatres, coffee shops, stores geared towards young people.

The Peace River divides Punta Gorda and Port Charlotte.

Continue beautification of Downtown Punta Gorda. Need more slips for cruisers.

Need an auditorium to connect the hotels. Develop the marina to cater to cruisers and provide galleries restaurants and showers.

Port Charlotte Lacks a Downtown.

Need a Bed and Breakfast—no theatres in downtown.

Need downtown that supports local merchant’s success. Amend the comp plan to add an auditorium.

Need a transit system. No sidewalks in Deep Creek.

There is no easy way to cross US 41 from the marina to downtown. 

Take better advantage of the beaches.

Develop a plan to reuse the old courthouse – could be mixed use building. Need public / private partnership to help development.

There is a disconnect between the residents (retired/seniors) and the physical environment (no sidewalks).

I miss having a fresh/farmer’s market. I cannot get the produce that I like.

We need to have the ability to walk to goods, services, and activities.

Port Charlotte needs a downtown.

We need a convention center.

Local politicians don’t like new ideas.

We need storefront standards along US 41. We have an underutilized baseball facility.

Think Tampa Hyde Park area for Punta Gorda tourist development. 

Auditorium should be developed to attract conventions and it could be used as a storm shelter.

Nothing is done for military families – Patrick AFB.

There is a lack of consensus / communication. Minimum of 2 stories – retired live above.

Punta Gorda could be a destination for cruisers. It needs small shops, boutiques and infrastructure.

No safe place to ride bikes. We don’t want to drive everywhere.

Downtown needs people. It’s the only one in Charlotte County.

Underground electric utilities to protect them from future storms.

Need to take advantage of the water and encourage water tourism. 

We need more Country. Need greenbelts, festivals, equestrian activities and farmers’ market. 

Need greenbelts / landscaping.

Need transportation infrastructure and a vision for the community.

We need qualified City and County Planners. 

Port Charlotte needs a “downtown” instead of sprawled out area from Punta Gorda to Murdock.

We need to protect the character of Port Charlotte. We need a convention center and hotels.

Market softball and the stadium.

Let’s make this community another Naples or smaller version of Sarasota.

We need to clean up the storm debris. Port Charlotte lacks a downtown. 

Punta Gorda is good where it is – Murdock should be the growth. 

People are coming to Punta Gorda and Port Charlotte from Naples because of escalating property values in Naples. Punta Gorda is affordable.

Need an arts theater to show foreign and “indi” films. Maybe we could have a film festival.

Design guidelines are needed to create a sense of place/beauty/aesthetics.

Tourism = $and a better life.

Need basic need first. In another 20 years let’s talk Murdock.

Need a point person to market recovery efforts. We and be “Better Than Before”. 

Our community needs to be marketed as more than an “Environmental Wonderland”. What happens here at night? We need more…

Promote sunset viewing from Gilchrest Park (by animal shelter) in a natural beach setting.

Need to utilize the existing stadium better.

We need to encourage mixed use between Port Charlotte and Englewood.

A boardwalk along the Peace River and pedestrian over US 41 to Marion Ave would be nice.

Keep the auditorium in public hands - not private. More jobs are created this way.

Re-marketing is the most critical chore. Need continuous report on redevelopment activities. 

I miss proximity to a modern airport.

Need better transportation for movement and evacuation. US 41 is too crowded.

Need more commercial development and more space for business.

A clean healthy environment

Gardens and green space

Clean-up and make it attractive to tourists

No billboards

We don't need billboards in our town

Need to beautify Port Charlotte so people will want to visit

Need more green space

Harbor walk - more green space

If you improve the county for residents - the tourism will naturally come

Public Facilities and Hotels

Punta Gorda convention and hotel complex

What about a multi-use convention center and hotel complex where the current hotels and auditorium are? Connect all with waterfront walkway and bike path

Punta Gorda - would love to see convention center with hotels on the waterfront

Need first class convention center, develop it as a hurricane shelter, local groups need meeting space

Small non-profits could use a central campus-like area or large building to share resources and services like accounting, meeting space and public relations, etc.

Replace auditorium in Punta Gorda with first class meeting and events facility!

When will we have a convention center for veterans’ reunions and hurricane shelter?

Larger convention center - "We are an international destination"

Turn auditorium into performing arts and convention center

Refurbish hotels

Rebuild hotels and convention center in downtown Punta Gorda waterfront with unified look and walkway for pedestrians

Need bigger and better hotels like a Ritz Carlton or Hilton

Promote hotels

Rebuild the Charlotte Auditorium a s a multi-purpose facility, not just a banquet facility to supplement the hotels. We need a facility for cultural events.

We need restaurants; we need two new hotels on either side of convention center with walkways over 41

US 41 & roads

Road does not support tourism. It deters it.

We need a better-looking 41. It needs uniformity. Get rid of the junk!

We need a central town atmosphere, not a 12-mile stretch of no-name businesses

We must do something about the severe eye pollution on US 41

Build a bike and pedestrian overpass over both 41's to Laishley Park

Spruce up entrance to i-75

Add interchange between Kings Hwy and Toledo Blade as proposed in the 1990's 

Cultural

Have a couple of themed days or weekends per year like Hibiscus

Festival last year or Red Fish tournament

Have evening concerts and daytime events that feature art, music, fun (fishing and sailing); make it the same weekend each year

Social

We want to be a transitional community for early seniors

Transitional community

General

Tourism increases sales tax and should be supported

Halloween decorations in Punta Gorda are very unique. We should push this as a potential tourist attraction

Fisherman's Village needs to stay open later

Push the Thursday night Guitar Army. It is unique to Punta Gorda.

Punta Gorda Mall is out of character with 4 stories

Keep the tourist out

We need a community like Murdoch Village. We need a downtown.

Develop a tourism brand for Charlotte County- Colusa Civilization.

Build a village in park along harbor, lots of digs in this area

Waterfront/downtown, water sports and eco-tourism

Need restaurants on the water like Shooters in Ft. Myers, promote the waterfront

Market the best tarpon and snook fishing

Red Fish Tournament

Bike trail

Tons of eco-tourism here - promote to residents so they can spread by word of mouth

Rails to trails

Promote eco-tourism and preserve what makes Charlotte County special

Environmental wonderland, canoe day trips

Make fishing and boating an organized point of promotion

The navy has several ships they are looking into sink as reefs. How about getting one for Charlotte County?

Walk able integrate waterfront with retail services

Keep downtown area quaint with small town atmosphere

Need waterfront marina for sailboats and boats with slips

Need a boating YMCA

Need marina for sailboats at Fisherman's Village

Army Corps needs to properly dredge inter-coastal waterway

Need to push sailing opportunities in our harbor
Transportation Issues and Concerns

The bridge into Harbor Heights needs to be addressed.

Bike/Pedestrian Access –

We need to become a more bicycle friendly.

1.Good exercise/health

2. Less pollution.

3. Less congestion 

We should have Bicycle paths marked signs alerting motorists to watch for bicyclists

We need Bike Racks.

We need bike access everywhere, please!.

We need to develop extensive Bike Path System throughout residential and commercial.

Need Bike Routes.

Public Transportation –

Affordable, readily available Public Transportation is essential.

We need Regional Public Transportation. (3)

Need a Bus or Trolley System.

We need Public Transportation. (Fixed Route)  (13)

We need Public Transportation.

Public Transportation is Vital.

We need Public Transportation that works, not empty buses driving around.

We do need more Public Transportation, that’s safe and attractive.

We need Public Transportation in Deep Creek Area, Dial-A-Ride. (3)

Stop the Rail System, use rail funds for roads.

We need a Good Public Transportation System. Use ½ of the Gas Tax Revenue to support Public Transportation System.

Need better evacuation routes.

More emergency lanes and access for emergency vehicles.

Pay for transportation with impact fees on vehicles that will Support the and efficient movement of people and freight.

You’re losing a lot of people who want to build in Port Charlotte. They go to N.P. or other places.
Do away with that Septic System $3,800 for what!

Better Evacuation Route, West and East.

Widen US 17 to 4 Lanes.

Widen SR 70 to 4 Lanes to facilitate better evacuation route to the East Coast and vice/versa.

Flood Zones - Label zones and place them in the phone book so “newcomers” will know where they to live when evacuation is called in that zone.

Don’t forget Burnt Store Corridor in your planning! It’s going wild!

No. Evacuation Route off Burnt Store Road, near Burnt Store Marina and C.C.

No Traffic Plan for Deep Creek (Rampart Blvd. And Sand hill)

Regional transportation to/from hubs.

Not enough downtown parking. (2)

Fund evacuation routes for West County.

Roads are to narrow.

Need Bike Routes.

Stop and Go Traffic along US 41.

Road infrastructure does not support current or future tourism plans.

More evacuation routes.

More fire and EMT.

Need more rail activities/usage.

Widen SR 17 for East – Northeast evacuation.

First Things First! Let’s get Street Signs back up!

I-75 Congested.

Water Taxis like in Mexico.

Small Communities are often overlooked on items pertaining Highway Safety, Schools, Speed Limits, Evacuation Routes, Signal Lights and Traffic Control due to funding.

Roads are to narrow. (3)

Improve access in Deep Creek Area.

Require All Business along Rt, 41 in Port Charlotte to have their address number on (standardized, large-size same color) on their building or their name signs.

Stopping money into “fixing” the computerized traffic signal. Make those responsible (and collected millions of dollars already) fix the problem. Every other area in the US has functioning “flow signals”!!!

US 41 – Port Charlotte, etc. (N. of the bridges)

(1) Get id of the smorgasbord of highway signs (green) (along the sides and over the road). Most all are too small to read in time or are blocked from view by vehicles in the right lane. There are some with Black numbers, some with street names, etc,etc

Strengthen laws requiring materials in pick-ups to be securely tied down so we don’t run over it.

The 41 corridor Very aggravating work on being able to accommodate present. Port Charlotte can’t expand until we can handle inc. population.

Evacuation Routes Flood.

We need to plan for roads/communities now and for the future growth. Deep Creek is a good example!

Additional Main N&S and E&S thoroughfare.

Evacuation Routes are flooded and often without warning. Residents are stranded in areas with no chance to get out.

Need more N/S Access.

Flamingo Road/Edgewater Corridor needs to be done. Think 4 Lane future.

Route 765 (Burnt Store) Needs to be improved for our local Community, not a “Six Lane” expressway for Lee Co. evacuation.

RID access roads and widen US 41. (many vehicle accidents) (Sarasota has none).

Make Burnt Store Rd. Safe to drive – it is below minimum standards – 4 lane all the way to Lee County.

Need more capacity on Evacuation Routes.

The bridge into Harbor Heights needs to be addressed.

Need to Widen and fiz drainage on SR 70, so we have a good evacuation route between East & West Coast.

Train Service along coast connect Fort Myers, Port Charlotte to Venice, Sarasota to Tampa.  To connect with “Bullet” Train to Orlando

Use this opportunity to bring Burnt Store Road& Zenel Road up to speed (no pun intended) or the truly three router they are!

Decrease speed limit on Hwy 41 to 35 mph  (Transition t this over 1 yr) w/new commercial facelift on 41.

Revamp traffic pattern for turns off 41 that intersect annex road crossing.

Develop extension of bike path system throughout residential and commercial.

Fast Track Aqui Esta widening an raising to have an acceptable evacuation route from P. G. Isles. 

Roads are to narrow.

Need Bike Routes.

Roads such as Aqui Esta need to be raised floods all the time.

We need to improve our evacuation routes.

Accelerate improvements to piper and Burnt Store Rd.

We desperately need a traffic signal at the intersection of Sturk’e Ave. and SR 776 in El Jobean.

Build a bridge from N. Turtle Bay on Cape Haze to Lee/Charlotte County Line, tie to Burnt Store Rd. and N. to Windrestor.  Bring traffic off the Interstate to W. Charlotte Co.

Build a Spoil Island in middle of new bridge for construction debris and a marina/hotel complex for tourist into Charlotte Harbor.

Build an enclosed transportation system around the peninsula of Florida with City-to-City stops. Local communities could build transportation loops to the electrically operated system enclosure with no surface transportation crossing. Use it to haul people and freight.

Widen SR 70, not just for Charlotte, but also for all of Florida.

We need better and efficient evacuation routes. Also plan for gar and power with these Evacuation Routes.

Need to 4 lane burnt Store Road.

Collector and Arterial Roads to be improved, While right of way can be obtained i.e. – Edgewater, Movay, Collinswood and others.

Need for DOT consideration of (near) future traffic in area of Veterans/Kings Hwy.

 I-75 Connector

Deep Creek – 16 thousand now

Lake Susy – 5-6 thousand

Harbor Oaks?

Harbor Hts?

All using Exit 171 in emergencies.

With many elderly people in Charlotte County the need for Transportation will be great. Is there adequate Transportation in place for the elderly. Going to and from Health Facilities.

There serious Transportation issues in the Deep Creek, Lake Susy , I-75 area. Area is growing rapidly, Apartment/Cando Complex concentrate large # of people for access to I-75 to city. New Super Wal-Mart on King’s Hwy. Will increase Traffic. 4 lanes of veterans will make a bad situation worse @ Kings hwy. And Veterans intersection. Evacuation of the area is always impossible.

Carhjsle Group is developing low-income housing in the area of Sawhill, who will pay for their transportation needs?

1) Windmill Village – Remove all buildings and debris from land

Remove all debris from canal

Allow rebuilding in steel framed building that will withstand hurricanes.

2) Remove all debris on Alligator Creek and adjacent Mangroves.

3) Remove debris along 41 and Jones Loop Road. (This could be partially voluntary with Lions Club, boy Scouts etc.)

4) Memorial Auditorium – Consider raising the existing building and if a replacement is warranted build the facility on the riverfront, where existing Prking lot is.

5) 41 should be changed to look more attractive and professional. While Charlotte County does not want to adopt the negative points of Naples, we could adopt the regulations they use to provide an attractive commercial area on 42

Water, Wastewater, Stormwater and Flood Control

Stormwater

Stormwater drainage is not adequate. Several large churches parking lots near us do not have large enough retention ponds. They overflow into our backyards and cause flooding.

Construct better runoff systems

Because Deep Creek has its own stormwater control every developer thinks that they’ll just tap into it. But it is not built for more water, just our

No drainage of rainwater

Having been flood twice, what options do I have.

We just heard that Punta Gorda floods b/c sewers are not right and don’t drain, not b/c of seawall (?).

Better planning of areas under FEMA and close permitted of high water areas.

To elevate the levees to 13 feet high for flood control

Stormwater management in Punta Gorda is a critical need.

 Better planning on stormwater runoff, culverts, drains stay plugged until someone calls. Needs better planning for maintenance.

Storm drains ?? Almost unknown in most of Charlotte County.

Inadequate drainage ditch maintenances in El Jobean area.

Promote better on-site infiltration. Use less impervious surface throughout community.

Enforce stormwater rules uniformly.

Expand rainwater catchments systems using high-volume cisterns on-site infiltration, etc..

Sewer

We need to have emergency backup for the sewer system. It was not in place or did not work during Charley.

Should band septic tanks.

Wastewater systems are antiquated. We need roundabouts and valves, and loops.

We need to get off septic tanks and get sewers for all new housing in Charlotte County.

Incentives for sewer expansion and hook-up:

· Hook-up charge assistance

· New development incentives for expanding sewer

Focus on Charlotte Harbor.

Sewers do not exist in many places.

Sewers are a waste.

Start with sewer construction.

Make funds available for sewer extension into Solana area and other coastal high hazard areas.

My toilet flushed better when I was on septic thank, sewers do not have enough suction power in Englewood.

Gradual change from older septic systems to sewer.

Septic tanks have outlived their useful period.

Need sewers built in Charlotte Park and Solana Community. These areas were extensively damaged. All areas are on septic tanks. Need sewers with redevelopment.

Environment

Keep our harbor and coast clean.

Rebate on solar water heaters

One of our biggest long-term problem in Charlotte County is pollution from phosphate mining. I know it is unrealistic, but I’d love to see all mining stopped.

Do we have plans to protect the ecosystem?

Infrastructure

Infrastructure needs rebuilt.

Improvements to Hendrickson Dam for water supply

Electric lines underground where can be possible.

Most important issue for development on Charlotte Harbor

· Sewer

· Water

· Stormwater

Build infrastructure and development will occur.

Growth

Prohibit future growth on sites lower than 5 ft. above FEMA’s 100-yr flood mark.

There is a unit apartment and home plan for DeSoto County in the Lake Suzy area for 7,000 units in 6 to 8 years with septic tanks only. See plans

Water

Water resources are limited. Seawater desalination or Harbor will be needed in the future (..20 yrs..). Start planning now!!

Water quality not good, lead in some water.

Need to improve the quality of drinking water in Punta Gorda, taste like the river, before and since the hurricane.

Desalinization, is it feasible for us?

Utilities

Underground utilities

Electric lines should be underground.

Need to bury the electric lines, so more hurricanes won’t blow them away.

I’m on direct pay. My bill due to the storm was $ 400.00, there should be a plan to look into this before withdrawing $ 400.00!!

Maintenance

Remove debris in Alligator Creek and canals going into it.
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