DeSoto County Board

What are the challenges …

(approx. 109 comments)

We need more good doctors

Need parks for our children

We have to have better health care

Kids need parks and recreation in Arcadia like swimming pools and a library

Activities for teens are needed – there isn’t much for kids to do

Even if kids get a college degree there is not many places locally they can put it to use

Local pay is too low

Need children’s program area in library (expand present site)

There is a big need for childcare. Parents can’t get back to work without it

DeSoto needs a Special Needs Shelter

Arcadia needs to open more activities that are geared for children and youth

The existing health care system is adequate as mandated by the state

The drug problem is horrific in this town

Youth are into crime due to the lack of activities. We need to enforce youth activities and recreational areas (2)

We need more kid oriented public places like arcades, public swimming pools, more entertainment places … roller rinks, theaters, etc.

We need more places for young people to meet and have clean fun

Most job applicants can’t pass a seventh grade reading test

DeSoto needs vocational schools and funding towards public and private education

We need to enforce “welfare to work” (2)

We need jobs for our educated children to return to. Too many can’t “come home” after college

Community colleges should have arts and liberal arts programs as an addition to technical training

We are a welfare city; we don’t need more low-income housing (3)

We need to attract new businesses by bringing in medium-income housing and rental apartments

Spread affordable housing throughout the community – don’t cluster it. We must break the gentrification problems that come with clustered low-income housing (2)

Need migrant and low-income housing (8)

Build more apartments

Clean-up vacant properties and substandard housing (3)

Enhance our historical areas to promote tourism

We need to develop the downtown historic district before we lose it

The old Opera House needs to be rebuilt

The Turner Center needs to be expanded so it can be used. It is to small for most events to be held in it (e.g. rodeos, equestrian events, tractor pulls, monster trucks events, etc.) (2)

Maintain the historic value of the rodeo with a museum and expansion of the grounds

We need more organized tourism programs

Coordinate the rodeo, canoe outfitters, bed & breakfasts for special events

Supervised public access to Peace River – group events and weekends

A community auditorium is needed which is affordable for group use 50-1,000 ppl.

Community Center for large and small events, for adults and children activities

Provide more meeting facilities for the community of Arcadia and DeSoto County

Develop a performing arts center in Arcadia

We need more stores (2)

FEMA is not reacting fast enough or appropriately for businesses

We need restaurants that support jobs and are better places to eat!

Bring larger retail stores to DeSoto

More office space

Provide incentives for new businesses that is consistent with a long-term vision (e.g. historic town center, cattle-horse center, citrus center??)

We need a first class gas station

Need to attract quality stores and restaurants

[Attracting new business] will attract new residents from coast.. They are already coming up Kings Highway from Port Charlotte – Control it!

We need nice restaurants for families to sit down in (2)

Do away with smaller stores and put in an antique mall near the old “Family Dollar”

Before developing anything new we need to be able to maintain what we have DeSoto County and city does a poor job with maintenance

Widen US 117 to Punta Gorda and clean-up everything in between

Entrances to Arcadia need to be more inviting (2)

Combine city and county services

Clean up! Clean up! Clean up!

We need a theme…Western or something

Keep Arcadia small but prospering

We need planned development – control major developers, have a master plan

Need to improve the appearance of Arcadia. Entrance is not attractive. Determine a theme and advance it along major highway corridors

Better roads (2)

When widening US 17 around Ft. Ogden be sure to preserve the old buildings

DeSoto County has one of the best-looking court houses in the country

Draw up an ordinance to cover condemnation

Planned communities with zoning

County and city need a long-term vision that focuses on the next 20-years…What is the theme? Historic past? Dynamic new future?

We now have an opportunity to replace the negative aspects of our community

Need to plan for growth that will come even after recovery period is over

DeSoto County needs a master plan before approving large developments in the south county

Tie in the water supply to the Peace River Plant

A sewer system that uses reclaimed water for agriculture

Sewer system is a disaster. It is a supporting structure of the community. I don’t drink water without boiling it (3)

I would like to see someone wiling to come out and help others who have wells as a source of water during times of crisis, etc. More rural assistance as well for migrants

Upgrade the sewage in the City

Need to stop importing every other counties waste – get rid of the name “sludge” capital

Upgrade the fire and emergency management to the 21st century – not like the good ole’ days (2)

Need a new fire station with an engine and ladder truck, new rescue vehicle, more people so we can serve the county better

EMS and fire service are terrible in north end of county (2)

Build an arena capable of being an emergency shelter

We need more good shelters

DeSoto County needs a good mosquito control program (3)

A business feeding over 1,000 people per day after the storm couldn’t get a tarp from FEMA because we are a business

