DeSoto County Public Meeting

October 21, 2004

Agricultural Comments

“Funds” needed to clean up debris in groves and in ranches hit by hurricanes.  (3) 

Don’t forget the horse farms that are damaged.  We don’t only have citrus, cattle, and row crops.

Develop strategic plan to attract horse breeders to area, including show arenas and first class auction facilities. 

Barns, cow pens, fencing…Help! ASCS program coming?

Provide heavy equipment to push debris to burn before dry weather sets in. 

Assistance for small cattle owners.  Many are having difficulty in repairing or replacing fences & barns as they are classed as small business owners and don’t qualify for assistance. 

If citrus canker has spread will funding be there to help the citrus industry?

I’m going to miss our citrus crops. 

Guided tours of orange, grove, and processing plant to teach an appreciation of the ag industry.

Need more educational programs for citrus and farm workers. (3)

Convert damaged citrus groves into alternative organic produce with local market downtown and restaurants.

Help people who have land to provide areas for citrus trees.  Equip and teach people…free classes.

I would like to see this area keep agriculture as a main part of our life here. 

Aquaculture is starting to grow in DeSoto County…ornamental, tropical, and food for consumption (Talipia).  Review water and land use restriction and relax as necessary to attract this type of industry.  

Fairness is the key to allocating relief dollars to all agriculture.

Breeding stock (brood and show fowl) does not receive any disaster assistance because not identified as food or fiber.  Why then does nursery, tropical fish, and ornamental fish get assistance? 

Ag provides: Open space, supports urban areas with their tax dollars and requires few services, jobs, controls where growth happens.  We need a “slow growth” develop exchange plan.

Slow growth of contol growth plans require developers to purchase development rights form “county planned” open areas (private land owners).  This allows growth to pay ag land owners to stay in business. 

Fine tune comp plans to allow for future development after the demise of citrus & for former groves pushed due to canker. 

Nursery Industry i.e. Horticulture includes entire “Green Industry” of retail, wholesale, garden centers, and is a bigger $ industry @ $9.9 b than Citrus.  Extremely notable as citrus receives the most attention when it comes to funding programs.  

Make funds available to nursery owners/operators so they can rebuild shade houses and attempt to say their current crop.  Offer help to local harvesters who support farmers year after year.

More funding for small nursery business that have been moved or destroyed due to the hurricanes. 

More money for them and workers.  Need more world trade.  We need master garden club.

Horticulture employs many workers year round and also seasonal.

Five times more crop can be grown hydroponicly using the same amount of power.  Water can be reused and recycled, less phosphate and fertilizer is needed, the technique is space saving and utilizes land more effectively.

Better pay for hard work people do in the fields.  Better housing at the same time.

Better pay and housing for the field workers.  Better pay. 

We need more housing for the workers and more raises.

Reasonable rent for the agricultural workers. 

We need better pay by the hour. 

Their pay should be better.  Everyone works very hard to earn a dollar. 

What are the benefits for migrant workers as crops run low on supply. 

Better pay for the hard work our pickers do. 

Would it be possible to implement a fence maintenance program?

$80,000 cap refers only to grants, not to emergency loans which are also available.

Affordable housing is going to be a problem for years to come.

“HOUSES” Need more migrant housing…no trailer parks, no apartments, more permanent housing; something that can’t be destroyed easily; something that you will fee safe to live in.  Need house villages.  (3)

Please more housing for field workers and migrants.

Low income housing for migrants.

Need more health programs for migrant workers, such as health plans and insurance. (2)

We need migrant clinics & dentists (3).

Develop alternative food crops in DeSoto. 

Farmers Market (4)

A farmers produce market.  We have too many roadside stands.  It makes for dangerous situations traffic wise.

Improve all roads for moving crops to market.

