ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMENTS

Types of Industries Suggested

Need an aviation and industrial development.

I want to be a game designer  [Jeremy, age 11]

My brother wants to open up a store to sell bikes, skateboards, and games with a skate/bike park in the back to test them on.  

More clean industry in the area to provide stable middle income jobs.

Hydroponics and fish farms.

More emphasis on horticulture and the contribution this industry gives to Florida and our country.

Equip and establish small businesses and non-profits.

Need economic development in SW section of the City, along Martin Luther King and Alabama Avenue.

Develop a plan to recruit small businesses and large businesses that would be environmentally friendly.

Support the horse industry.

Commercial development and housing near Nocatee.

Growing agri-businesses will add revenue and jobs while subsidizing urban areas.

Retail stores and offices

Need airport – more hangers.

Need business tenants.

Need more businesses.

More RV parks.

Want hi-tech industry.

Agriculture subsidizes urban areas.  Urban receive $1.50 to $2.50 in services for every 1$ in taxes paid while agriculture receives 17 to 25 cents in services for each 1$ paid.  Encourage agriculture development.  Economic development growth in DeSoto County has never paid it’s way!  

We need to control how and where growth happens. The County needs to control how and where growth happens.  The County needs to institute a “smart, slower, growth” plan.  Agriculture is growth management.

Industry to support new business, such as fill dirt business.

ATV and 4-wheeler track.

A large shaded horse arena would encourage horse related activities.

Shopping 

Need Publix type market north of Arcadia

We would like a Publix and Target

Encourage support of local nurseries – skip Home Depot and Wal-Mart garden centers!

Restaurants

Need branded restraints.

We want a variety of shopping downtown, not just antiques.

Need more shopping and restaurants.

More restaurants and a diversity of shopping (clothing).

Tourism

More advertising in tourism…

Recreation-based tourism is needed. Fossil hunting, canoe trips and workshops for families, school classes, tourists at new creation adventures museum.

Downtown / Arcadia

We want entertainment and clothes shopping in Arcadia – now we have to leave town for that.

Need to do something about all the abandoned buildings – condemn them an d remove to make way for new development or have owners clean-up and refurbish to attract new businesses.

Restore historic downtown.

More business west side of town, i.e. restaurants and gas stations.

Mixed use development on about 200 acres.

Would like a movie theater.

Rebuild downtown with apartments, town houses up stairs and small neighborhood stores on the ground level in existing buildings.

Mining

No mining!

Phosphate mining can be a benefit if future planning is implemented and all regulations enforced.  Make them pay for a county hired code enforcement position.

Allow mining of phosphate in northwest part of DeSoto County and then create lakes for recreation and boating.

Mining provides high wage jobs and the money stays in the County. Keeping our youth here!

Infrastructure

Need broadband to support economic development.

Would like to see a light industrial center

Street lights throughout City and County

Highway 70 needs to be widened to 4-lanes.

The highway 62 connector should happen.

Need a crash crew and emergency equipment for the airport.

Need a 130 foot fire ladder.

Make sidewalks walkable.  There is a great deal of tree debris on the sidewalks.  Use a bobcat or a mustang to go up and down the sidewalks to push aside the debris.  We need this especially on W. Oak Street.

Need 130 foot aerial fire equipment and new fire station for Wal-Mart.

Improve city streets.

Want any kind of sidewalk – just something!

Community Projects

Skate park

Recreation for kids and skateparks.

Lacking for park recreation. Bike riding?

We need more family activities and things like gymnastics for our kids.

We want a community pool!  [statement made 2 times]

A pool with community exercise classes.

Community center with pool and other facilities

We need housing for people that are migrants coming back from the North that don’t have a place to stay.

We need more sport facilities, tennis courts, and football fields.  Charlie damaged the few we had.

Need places for children to play and activities to participate in.

Kids need activities – sports, etc.

More fairs for Civil War reenactments.

Create in DeSoto County an arboretum and botanical gardens.

Need senior and government assisted housing.

Would like the wildlife park back.

Complete baseball and soccer fields have already been started by Walt Brewer foundation! Need to complete them.

Other

Keep our kids here with decent jobs.

Temporarily license contractors so that we have more contractors to pull from.

We need more arts and culture.

Need additional cultural entrepreneurships city and countywide.

Need stores and shopping near Lake Suzy (will develop to 6,000-8,000 people in 5-10 years) to keep sales tax dollars in DeSoto County.

Please keep the Peace River clean!

Funding for people that had properties for rent or just own properties that were damaged by hurricanes. (Some people can’t afford loans!)

Funding needed for small businesses because they haven’t got enough money to rebuild.

The economy in DeSoto is very poor.

Need to streamline permitting process

