10.21.04 Nancy Del Regno

HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Quality of Hospital (including emergency room)

Need to modernize and rebuild DeSoto Memorial Hospital

We need a bigger hospital

Hospital too old, need to be brought up to today’s specifications & capable of housing special needs.

Local hospital needs help to update its building

Bigger & safer hospitals

Bigger & improved hospital

Improve hospital services & quality of same

Expand our existing hospital to encourage a variety of physicians (specialty) to move here & establish practices

Need better hospital.  ER takes too long to be seen

The ER department needs more help to attend people faster

Emergency room needs more help…slow

Have to wait 4-5 hours in the ER; need more places to be medical help at night

It takes too long in the emergency room.  Help please.

Hospital needs ER with doctors 24 hours a day

I don’t trust our hospital because of rumors.  They did alright with my husband.

Other Health Facilities & Services

Not enough specialized treatment options

Need laser surgery equipment

More specialized care

We need more medical facilities – for diabetes

Need better pharmacies – have to wait for special medications

More medical facilities

Quality office space for our doctors

Need mobile van to deliver services throughout the county
Mobile health careavan for more rural areas

Establish shared science facility with community college and the hospital – can be symbiotic opportunity for training and learning

Health inspections on rentals of homes for migrant dwelling & multi-family dwellings

Better, more comprehensive health care center; ditto dentist; “day care” for adults not able to be left alone, with activities, etc.

Arthritis pool needed for aquatherapy

We need garbage pick up in Nocatee area – health problem

Medical Care & Disasters

Hospital closes for every storm

Set up a plan for the hospitals to operate even through storm weather - there are injuries going to occur.  Help special needs & better specifications to handle disasters

Need to take care of damaged nursing homes – elderly moved out of area and now out of touch with their families, very stressful, seven died since the storms

Set up an emergency management health outreach – Red Cross did this for a short time

Arcadia needs a hurricane shelter on an emergency basis for next year

Lack of special needs shelters

Need additional shelters

Access & Quality of Medical Personnel

Need more doctors, more choice of care

I think we need more doctors in DeSoto

Need more doctors

Need more competent doctors not nurses caring for our sick

We need to encourage specialists from other areas – known for their experise – to come to Arcadia even if for one day per week

Need to attract quality doctors & support services – only possible with the community growth, improved tax base

Better training for our local emergency room personnel on issues they might not deal with on a regular basis, like peritenal dialysis

Urge communication between patients & their families & previous doctors & treatments in emergency situations

Allow patients to be referred to other doctors for second opinion

Quality of Dental Care

More dental facilities and more specialists

Need better dentists with reasonable rates and quality work

Need more dentists – none of local dentists will accept state employees’ dental programs and there are a lot of state employees here

Adequate and affordable dentists

Need pediatric dentist here

Need dentists for kids

Need dental & vision care for all ages

Mental Health Facilities

Mentally ill resident facilities

Locally run and adequately staffed and supported Community Mental Health Center.  Ideally should have therapeutic programs for children and for senior citizens as distinct specialties

More mental health & drug prescription services needed

Mental health clinic for people affected by trauma

Access to Health Care for Low-Income People

Some of the funding must include health needs for everyone in the county

Funds to help “special needs” health issues

Medicaid not helping with surgery even though lost job with hurricane

DeSoto Memorial Hospital doctor refused to accept my wife because she didn’t have insurance but she was in bad pain

We also need plans to cover those low income with no Medicaid

Better health benefits for migrant workers and their families

We need more medical care for all migrant workers and we don’t have any medical insurance

Need health services for migrant people

I think they should have better health care for low income families, especially for single parents.  Thank you.

Middle-aged handicapped don’t fit into aging or other support categories – getting wheelchairs and other support hard

Middle-aged handicapped need help with prescriptions

More affordable health insurance

Help moderate income people who don’t have Medicaid coverage and probably can’t afford health insurance get medical care for themselves and especially for their kids.  Hurricane-related expenses mean no money for medical care

Better health care and affordable for everyone

Teen Health Issues

Teen pregnancy prevention program

More if not better sex education programs in school

Sex education in school

Teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases are big issues. Need more education to prevent teen pregnancies.  Birth control better than having to do abortions.  The system makes it too easy on the pregnant girls…too many subsidies.  Need to make parents of teens more accountable.

AIDS training in school system

After-School Programs

Need after-school programs for students so we don’t have such a turn-key child upbringing – with reasonable rates

After-school programs to prevent teen-age pregnancy and AIDS

Need more positive after-school programs – will help with teen pregnancy

Seniors & Health

Help to rebuild the nursing home

Quality nursing home – amount of care and number of employees improved so meet standards

Need senior citizen bus – for medical, errands

More community services for elderly

Handicapped / Special Needs

Problem with wheelchair access at courthouse – doors heavy and ramp access hard

Make Arcadia handicap accessible – start with downtown and the school

Rides for handicapped needed

Information About Health & Human Services

We need a better information center where to go for help.  This could be a telephone service answered by people

A booklet informing new residents of options and / or opportunities

Other

Please review water issues with medical doctors relating to kidney disease

What about the impact of pesticides used on farms on people?
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