Historic Preservation

The Historical Society had two buildings and they were hurt badly.  But maybe we have to let the people know.

We need to rebuild the historical water tower.  “It is Arcadia.”  Do not destroy it please (two comments)

Make historic preservation grants known to business owners

Not just Arcadia – Fort Ogden has a few old places left.  Save them.  

We need culture (museums, art etc.)

We need an art museum.  Some better way to teach others how Desoto County has grown.

Build a performing arts center

We need a museum (four comments). Perhaps at the Depot  (two comments)

I would like a museum downtown (three comments)

We need a living history museum that shows how things were done in the past (two comments)

A good quality museum with local history and wider history as well

The historical society is working on a museum

We need grants for owners of historic buildings so preservation can be top priority

Use incentives (annual awards) to encourage residents to do voluntary historical preservation.  The theme of historical renovation should be the objective, not the exact historical accuracy.  

There should be training on how to obtain grants for historic preservation

We need to make our downtown building owners aware of incentives and funding for construction so we can preserve our historic buildings

We need a diversity of cultural events

We should do like Kissimmee and incorporate images that reflect Arcadia into grillwork, murals, etc (like Lake Placid did) (two comments)

Block off the street permanently and put in a fountain and landscaping.  Make Oak Street a walking mall (two comments)

We need to attract people downtown.

We need nice restaurants downtown (Chili’s or Chi-Chi’s)

The Depot anchors the downtown area

Restore the Opera House (two comments)

Rebuild the Opera House to a working theater.  Shows will attract local and visitor business (two comments)

One cannot be innovative without a historic background.

Hooray for history!!

We need a theme; something of the history (Western or something).

There should be more diversity of shops downtown (three comments).  They should make them accessible to people who can’t easily get around

Develop a “Tater Hill Bluff” attraction that would demonstrate life in “Old Florida.”  History could make the community economically better if developed properly.  

The Historical Society has buildings that need repair.  Will there be help in these restorations?  I would be in favor of financial support for this.  Historical Arcadia is very important for the future of generations to come.

We need things downtown that can entertain the kids (two comments)

Public shelter in several buildings as we rebuild safe rooms

No money for improvements

Historic buildings need to be restored and repainted (restore facades and streetscapes) (two comments)

Do whatever it takes to restore and maintain downtown.  They have a good thing going.  (three comments)

Keep the historical integrity of the town.

This is all fine and good but you need to encourage the maintenance.

Downtown Arcadia needs to be restored to how it used to look as it did in the early 1900s (including buildings, lights, windows, streets and sidewalks)

Restoration of the historical district

We need zoning here

We are OK as an old town with old ways.  We need gentle encouragement to people to clean up; not laws and enforcement.

I would like to see the streets lined with palm trees like it used to be.

