Neighborhood and Community

Support year-round Head Start, after school programs, and summer programs throughout the community.  Support adult education and family services for all.

How can we keep our playground and rivers safe.  Not for tourism but for our children.

We need a teen’s place, as in a new hang out stop for us to have something to do.

Promote more social activities that do not require fees, especially family oriented activities.

Something for troubled teens to help out our elderly.

Youth centers

After school programs (three comments)

Center for after school care/YMCA

Need after school programs for all ages in the community.  We need to keep our kids out of trouble.  

Need YMCA and YWCA 

Need YMCA with swimming lessons, racquetball etc.  A variety of activities.  Community friendly. (two comments)

YMCA/skate park.  

Go-kart track

Skate park (skate boards, roller blades and have competitions) (six comments)

We need a community building for all citizens at one time.  The thought for a YMCA was on the table…bring it back.

Camps to be available for our children.  Would like to see a YMCA or something of that sort to help our children.

A recreation center with basketball courts, fitness center, pool, track, exercise room, tennis courts and walking path.

Youth programs and sports other than football and baseball

Community pool (indoor pool lessons and also to go swimming for fun) (two comments)

A variety of sports programs for the youth.

Hacer alguna plaza para la comunidad Hispana.  Como lugar de espacimiento canchas de futbol, bolybol, algun. Mercado.  (Make a public gathering place/plaza for the Hispanic community.  Like a place for soccer, volleyball fields and a market.)

Space camp and youth camps

Need programs for the youth in our community

Learning labs for adults and kids

Community center

A community center that serves coffee and has free books to read

Cultural center (two comments)

A community center in the black community.

Activities during the week also weekend

Free transportation for low income families (two comments).

Equal opportunities for working people; all families, regardless of income

Biking trails and well-lit walking parks (three comments)

A bike/walking path with extended network through the County.  Therefore, you can connect with paths in numerous locations and ride continuously (safely).  Similar to Inverness Trail.

Bike and skateboard park for kids and adults (two comments). 

Indoor walking circle with air conditioning

Downtown Arcadia needs to be restored to how it used to look in the early 1900s.  These old buildings are almost 100 years old, they are this town’s history landmark.  Please, restore our buildings, lights, windows, streets, sidewalks, of our old downtown area.  We had over 35 antique stores before “Charley”

Financial workshop for community to deal with the credit (how to stay out of trouble, how to plan to be a home owner, etc.)

Senior center

We need a Hispanic meeting because many Hispanics don’t understand this meeting (two comments)

Rebuild downtown

Petting zoo

Coffee shops

Beautiful landscape – town needs a facelift all over.

If there are not enough jobs for low income people, is there a system to transport them into more populated areas.

Help old business and bring in specialty stores (ice cream, bakery)

Need a food bank for needy

Christian book stores (two comments)

Need some Black Community Centers and Black Businesses.  More jobs in the Black Community (four comments).

Someone to teach you about community growth (grant for business ownership; grant for homeownership; grant for college students)

More agribusiness supports the County and City.  Keeping this important aspect of our community with future growth demands.

Could we please have our old water tower back?  It fell with Hurricane Charley.  That in itself was an antique.

Public transportation to Port Charlotte, Sarasota, and Fort Myers.

Welcome Center for our community with video history and introduction to local resources available in English and Spanish.

More downtown businesses (not just antiques) so it doesn’t turn into a slum area

Enforce codes for better overall community (three comments)

City and County enforce codes.  

Need more workers to keep area clean; sidewalks need better lighting.  

Repair streets and drainage (two comments).

Necesitamos una clinica para Gente de Bajo ingreso centrode salud (we need a health center for low income people).

Street lights in increasingly populated neighborhoods.  

Build a new firehouse instead of a new dog pound (two comments).

Places for our teenagers and children.

Need our streets and ditches clean in Golden Melody subdivision

Educate the public to the importance of agriculture to the general public.  Providing income without taking money in services.

Make Arcadia handicap accessible.  Start with downtown and schools.

Too much drinking and people roaming streets.  Need centers to help these people (Jimmy Hale Mission)

Necesitamos canchas de futbol y bolybol, basketbol (we need a soccer, basketball and volleyball field).

Hispanic neighborhoods taken advantage of with poor housing, a s a result of low expectations from Dept. of Health inspectors.

Improve existing neighborhoods before building new ones for the wealthiest citizens.

Clean up slum rentals; make landowners accountable

Need more industry for employment.

Bigger budgets for fire prevention programs; safety throughout year not only one week a year.  

Neighborhood watch needs to be better. 

Clean up houses and yards (two comments)

County and City assistance with child care.

Rodeo (75 years old) should be highlighted and improved.  Upgrade shops, housing near arena.  Totally unattractive today!!  Big attraction for visitors.  Visit Davie, Florida to get ideas.

The working people would like to shop.

A place to go shopping for clothes

Encourage residents to shop locally.  Encourage stores to extend hours.  Too many are closed on Saturday and in the evening.

Establish incentives for the development of affordable housing dispersed throughout the community available to all.

Help rebuild the nursing home

The identity of the Hispanic populations needs to be developed and enhanced.  They need a sense of community and empowerment.

Nurture and develop the unique character of the Hispanic and Black community members.

Black entrepreneurship – barber shop, beauty salon.

More Black business (two comments)

Clean up, clean up, clean up

Charter school – access to 4-year college courses for teaching, agriculture, and medicine/nursing technician.

Need Senior cultural center in the south part of the county

Community Christmas tree decorating

Arcade

More churches having services for all.

To see churches work together in a unified plan.

Big Brother/Big Sister programs (two comments)

How can we keep our playgrounds and rivers safe and clean?

Target store

Day treatment for elderly

Elderly care homes

Barnes and Noble or Books-a-Million

Don’t remove every park and playground from the black neighborhood.  Please make it better.

Better home in the black neighborhood.  Don’t just keep knocking down homes without replacing them.

A cleaning team to pick up debris.

Realtors and housing authority should hold homeowner workshops.

Grocery stores in southwest southeast areas.

Dance lessons and gymnastics.

Hurricane shelter for needy (for large groups for a long time).  Homes must be structurally strong, secure.

Help local business with funds to expand in order to serve more people.  

Parks for family enjoyment (ball diamond, tennis court, baseball hoops, etc.)  

Afterschool jobs for children or at least let them volunteer for things.  Keep them off the streets.

Say no to drugs.

Make a public learning center.  Ex. Somewhere that students can go for help with homework or a place to talk about school, work, sports, activities.

Water park (something like sun splash)

The county needs a quick way to condemn properties that have been abandoned.  Not years and years of liens and waiting.

Tower at Walmart distribution center

