DeSoto County Town Meeting – October 22, 2004

Need a pet shelter during emergency events – try to not separate people from their pets.

More pedestrian space in downtown, with shuttles connecting to remote parking.

Preserve and protect historic buildings – we will lose Arcadia if the buildings go – the buildings are part of out identity – keep the look and feel of downtown.

Need bicycle lanes though downtown Arcadia and DeSoto County.

Need an upscale restaurant in downtown Arcadia.

Build an enclosed, covered arcade or mall in downtown Arcadia with a western motif.

Need additional housing and apartments in Arcadia’s downtown, including housing in the second floors of downtown buildings.

I support preserving the history and architecture of downtown Arcadia.

Restore and beautify buildings downtown.

Continue upgrades in downtown.

Concerned about cost of preserving.

Improve sidewalks in downtown.

Need upscale restaurants in Arcadia.

Don’t build any more concentrations of affordable housing.  We need affordable housing but don’t concentrate in one location.

Keep historic value of downtown and refurbish buildings.

Don’t tear down historical buildings.  Reinvent them but create more and better parking downtown.

Need additional transit service for low-income residents to bring them into town for schools, libraries and then to Sarasota.

Need to clean up yards and houses.  First impressions count.  Get people to clean up junked cars, trash on streets and maintain yards.

Encourage mix of businesses in downtown, such as clothing, jewelry, coffee shops, movie theatre, so we don’t have to go to Sarasota.

Historic district needs to clean up and paint the buildings.

Speed limits on West Oak Street are 20 mph, but many drivers go 40 to 60 mph.  Do not use speed bumps but do use police enforcement of posted speed limits.

Love downtown Arcadia now.

If historic buildings cannot be saved with selling the farm, it should be subsidized.

Sound system installed in downtown.

New sidewalks and landscape.

More shopping opportunities in downtown.

Improve sidewalks.

Get vehicular traffic out of downtown.

Restore downtown. Clean up and have code enforcement.

Protect historical buildings but have them filled with some history of Arcadia.  Have a museum of some sort.

Upgrade scenic downtown with attractions.

We need a theatre.

Develop shuttle system for remote parking.

Should do traffic flow analysis – focus on them of city where visitors enter.

Need quality restaurants, 1st class gas stations, upgrade outside of business buildings on US 70 and 17.

Improved phone lines (internet access) – cable and DSL.

Please clean up Arcadia.  More focus on the low-income persons.

Arcadia needs a theme.  Have historic district, cattle center/rodeo, citrus center.  Choose one and develop long-range vision.  Visitors should recognize theme when entering from north, east, south or west.

Sidewalks and streetlights.

Financial incentives to historic building owners to preserve look and feel of historic downtown.

Need a theme park in Arcadia.  Need more excitement in DeSoto County.

More landscaping restrictions on the houses along the streets

Instead of antiques, make more old-fashioned stores.  Maybe a new theater, new shopping center stores.  Also need new parks.

Developers have to go through a maze to build new housing – in both Arcadia and DeSoto County.

Preserve integrity of building facades and retrofit interiors.

Need more sidewalks and bike routes.

Keep in mind the elderly and disabled population when planning for sidewalks and building entrances.

Need a skating facility/miniature golf course in downtown.

Set higher standards of lawn and maintenance programs.

Need wider roads in downtown Arcadia.  Parallel parking slows the traffic flow.

Organize a green market for downtown/farmers market.

Parking and traffic is an issue during weekends and weekdays.  Suggest blocking off streets, including blocking off Oak Street permanently.

Need more businesses for residents – more than just antiques.

Need more parking in downtown – weekdays and weekends

Parking and paint.

Suggest zoning board to control development and encourage new construction and new businesses with incentives.  Develop theme and upgrade quality of housing and businesses.  

Civilization is coming from the coast.

Stricter codes, if you make them follow them!!

Code enforcement to keep city cleaner.   There is trash in neighborhoods.  We need a sense of pride.

Need more consistent zoning in Arcadia – don’t have trailers next to nice houses.

Code enforcement.

Set higher standards of lawn and maintenance programs, too.

Larger parking areas with ability to walk downtown.

Sound system installed in downtown.

Need to beautify.  Arcadia is very ugly.

Rebuild to increase business and tourist trade.  Keep buildings to the historical architecture.  Make the new look old.

