Community Involvement 

Electronic Town Hall Meeting
What type of work do you do now?

1. Mining 3%

2. Agriculture 26%

3. Professional & Business Services 14%

4. Government, Healthcare & Social 21%

Services

5. Construction & Real Estate 5%

6. Commercial Business 3%

7. Self Employed/Work In Home 9%

8. Unemployed 4%

9. Manufacturing 1%

10. Other 13%

What job fields might interest you and your family in the future.

1. Mining 2%

2. Construction trades 8%

3. Agriculture 18%

4. Healthcare 5%

5. General business management 16%

6. Machinery Services 5%

7. Teaching / childcare 7%

8. Computer technologies 11%

9. Professional services (dentistry, 16%; accounting, etc.)

10. Other 12%

Which of these are most important approaches to job creation in Hardee County?

1. Attract new industries and businesses. 74%

2. Expand and enhance existing industries 20%

and businesses (agriculture, health, mining, etc.)

3. Increase tourism in the area 6%

Which one of these initiatives do you think would most help the county?

(First Choice)

1. Develop incentives to promote new 



60%

businesses or expand existing

businesses

2. Promote Tourism through Peace 3%

River/new Heritage corridor

3. Develop marketing cooperatives to 14%

promote agricultural products regionally,

and nationally

4. Promote light industries/commerce by 24%

creating a Hardee Commerce Park

 (Second Choice)

1. Develop incentives to promote new 0%

businesses or expand existing

businesses

2. Promote Tourism through Peace 8%

River/new Heritage corridor

3. Develop marketing cooperatives to 30%

promote agricultural products regionally,

and nationally

4. Promote light industries/commerce by 61%

creating a Hardee Commerce Park

In your opinion, which of the following options would be the best use of reclaimed mine land?

1. Cattle ranching 5%

2. Citrus groves 3%

3. Other agricultural uses (nursery, 11%

aquaculture, alternative crops, etc.)

4. Sites for new housing units 15%

5. Parks and lakes for recreation 8%

6. Cargo airport & related uses 41%

7. Nature preserve 6%

8. Industry (manufacturing) 10%

9. None of the above 2%

Where do you live in the County?

1. Wauchula 53%

2. Zolfo Springs 8%

3. Bowling Green 9%

4. Elsewhere in the County 29%

Was your home severely damaged or destroyed by the

storm?

1. Yes 56%

2. No 44%

If your home was severely damaged, are you living in it?

1. Yes 73%

2. No 27%
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When deciding where to live, how important is it to you to

have community services (such as schools, library, grocery

shopping, etc.) within a short walking distance from your home?

1. Very Important 19%

2. Important 12%

3. Somewhat important 16%

4. Not very important 29%

5. Totally unimportant 24%
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What are the top priorities for building housing for the

County's long term recovery? (2 rounds of votes)

1. Mobile homes 1%

2. Manufactured homes 3%

3. Apartments 10%

4. Town Homes 11%

5. Single family detached homes 75%

What are the top priorities for building housing for the

County's long term recovery? (2 rounds of votes)

1. Mobile homes 3%

2. Manufactured homes 13%

3. Apartments 32%

4. Town Homes 51%

5. Single family detached homes 0%

Prioritize where we should build new housing in the

County? (2 rounds of votes)

1. On vacant parcels in existing town 40%

neighborhoods (Zolfo Springs, Wuchula,

Bowling Green)

2. Historic Downtown Wauchula 3%

3. In new subdivisions 47%

4. Elsewhere in Hardee County 10%

Prioritize where we should build new housing in the

County? (2 rounds of votes)

1. On vacant parcels in existing town 0%

neighborhoods (Zolfo Springs, Wuchula,

Bowling Green)

2. Historic Downtown Wauchula 0%

3. In new subdivisions 0%

4. Elsewhere in Hardee County 0%

How important is it to create and enforce standards for

rental housing?

1. Very important 75%

2. Important 15%

3. Somewhat important 5%

4. Not very important 2%

5. Totally unimportant 3%

Before the hurricanes how often did you visit Main Street

Wauchula?

1. Never 3%

2. Very rarely 14%

3. Less than once a month 10%

4. Once or twice a month 14%

5. At least 1-2 times per week 23%

6. Numerous times per week 36%
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Before the hurricanes, what were the reasons that you

went to downtown Wauchula?

1. Restaurants 35.7%

2. Church 2.3%

3. Shop 11.3%

4. Banking 19.2%

5. Doctor and other professional services 10.8%

6. Entertainment 0.0%

7. Kids activities 1.4%

8. Meet friends/family 2.3%

9. Community center 0.5%

10. Other 16.4%

What would attract you to go downtown Wauchula more

often?

1. Restaurants 19%

2. Movie Theater 16%

3. More Shopping, including specialty 32%

shops

4. Bookstore & coffee shops 11%

5. Arts & Museum, Theater, Etc. 6%

6. More convenience shopping 6%

7. Bars/Clubs 6%

8. Services like dry cleaning, barber, nail 0%

salon, etc

9. Parking 3%

Which project best addresses revitalization of downtown

Wauchula?

1. Build apartments above downtown shops 10%

2. Restore historical buildings on Main Street 24%

for use

3. Expand the downtown along the new US 17 33%

corridor

4. New streetscape improvements (widen 11%

sidewalks, new lighting, new paving, street

furniture) on Main Street from the east of 17

to the west of 17

5. Improve appearance/entrance to Wauchula 10%

with new gateways/entrance parks

6. Create Farmer's/Flea Market 13%

For economic development, how important is it to

preserve the buildings in the heart of downtown? (on a

scale of 1-5)

1. Very important 26%

2. Important 23%

3. Somewhat important 24%

4. Not very important 17%

5. Totally unimportant 9%

On a scale of 1-5, how much regulation should there be

to preserve these buildings?

1. No Regulatory Protection at all 8%

2. Minimal Regulatory Protection 11%

3. Some Regulatory Protection 41%

4. Significant Regulatory Protection 21%

5. Full Regulatory Protection 19%

For the long term development of the county, what is the

top priority for community facilities in Wauchula?

1. A new community center 12%

2. A new library 6%

3. A new multi-purpose indoor arena 54%

4. Renovated high school stadium 24%

5. Train depot 2%

6. Biking trails 2%
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Do you have a car?

1. Yes 93%

2. No 7%

Would you use transit (e.g. shuttles, vans, etc.) if it were

available to you?

1. Yes 31%

2. No 69%

How important is it to manage the development along

the US 17 corridor going forward?

1. Very Important 56%

2. Important 26%

3. Somewhat important 14%

4. Not very important 3%

5. Totally unimportant 1%

You use the roads - How important is a new east-west

highway?

1. Very Important 63%

2. Important 18%

3. Somewhat important 10%

4. Not very important 6%

5. Totally unimportant 4%

How much did you learn this evening that was important

for you to know?

1. A great deal 52%

2. Quite a bit 29%

3. Some 14%

4. Not very much 3%

5. Nothing 2%

How much did the keypad polling contribute to your

experience in this meeting?

1. A great deal 88%

2. Quite a bit 9%

3. Some 3%

4. Not very much 1%

5. Nothing 0%
