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Hardee County

Moderate income housing  “apartment complex”

Not thinking big enough—diversify economy/add jobs

Stay small—farm based economy

Provide financial support so existing businesses can rebuild.

Provide federal and state incentives for businesses to locate to Hardee

Provide a downtown re-development workshop/studio sponsored by a college/university

Airport

Need for high speed internet/DSL over the entire county

Fiber optic not current in Hardee County, but is necessary to bring

in industries and education and jobs

We need a movie theater downtown

Use downtown 2nd floor for residential rentals/apply strict code enforcement

Concerned that citizens were “over charged” for electricity by the City of Wauchula after the storm.

In order to have future opportunities—we must have more housing.  If we have Economic Development, we want those employees to live here rather than elsewhere.

4-laning Hwy 17 will ruin downtown/Downtown should be restored.

More training to existing persons/Customer service needs work.

We need a community center that provides for arts/crafts/activities for all ages at a reasonable rate.

Insurance coverage is insufficient to cover the cost of re-opening my business.

There is a lack of trained employees and training opportunities.

If we do not attract business there will be no need of housing. After jobs, then housing.

Need more and affordable migrant housing.

We already have enough migrant housing.

Rebuild Main Street.

Need grants from city/other? to reopen businesses. 

Cargo airport and strict adherence to mining reclamation laws and regulations.

Restore downtown.

We need to provide opportunity for our youth so they will stay.

Make Main Street Wauchula a real development agency with real powers & give Meagan some assistance.

More diverse community/Ownership of business/Community planning

Four lane Hwy 62 to accommodate new airport

Great idea!  Rebuild Wauchula into a vibrant business center J

Bring jobs and fun things will follow.

We need middle income housing, jobs and opportunity to be available.

Build an evacuation road from Coast east to west.

Downtown Main Street, empty buildings need to house City and County offices so they are not vacant

Expand the o-tech school in conjunction with the college.

Hardee County has a lot of amenities.  Teach us to market our assets.

FEMA is doing well.  But the housing needs to be better.

Improve phone system.  DSL not available 4 miles from Wauchula

Multi-purpose building with arena under 4/H.  Great economic opportunities for our community.

We need good clean industry that will keep the $ in our county.

Please build stuff for our children to have instead of them leaving to Sebring or Lakeland or Braden.

Where can we live?  There are no more homes

Affordable childcare.  Not just for migrants and low income.  We need something for middle class.

We need rental units located somewhere near a community center.

Cargo airport ASAP

Create new residential areas/better medical facilities/bigger library.

Put a movie theater in historic district.

Widen state road 62

Lets create new clean neighborhoods.  Ditto !  Ditto !

Think of our migrant workers. They are the ones that pick all your fruit for growers!!! Yea!

This town needs to keep your farm workers happy.  They do all the hard labor.

Some one needs to crack down on landowners who take advantage of migrant workers in a negative way.

Rebuild/Cleanup/Encourage business to come

For those who have lost jobs in citrus & agriculture—employment is needed—in order to keep those families in the community.

Steak house

Help in upgrading hospital facilities. Develop new, desirable residential areas.

Definite need for nice, middle-income housing!

Need to 4-lane 17 and 62, will open up for more commerce!

Need rapid completion of Hwy 17 4-lane.  All the way to Punta Gorda.

Spearhead involvement in the proposed airport and bring to completion.

We need a faster way to get the temporary mobile homes.  Some people are still waiting from Charlie.  I myself don’t have a house since Jeanne.

We need more motels here in Wauchula so when hurricanes come we will have a safe place to go.

We need more schools for shelters.

Federal and State governments need to assist in bringing in businesses to our new industrial park and other areas.

None unless we have a viable and stable economy

We have some migrant housing need more or farm workers will need to leave County.

I want to keep Hardee County small.  I work in Lakeland. I hate it. I don’t want Hardee County or Wauchula to wind up like Bartow or Lakeland.

We really need to grow and have better jobs for our children to stay here.

All roads in Hardee County need to be paved.

Sell County equipment or use it.

Need to recognize Magnolia Manor (we do exist) (Commissioners)

Bowling Green

Increase law enforcement presence

Do away with dirt roads in Blowing Green.  Pave over streets so that we may value our homes more!

Make easier and safer means of children getting to schools

Demolish old buildings

Code enforcement

Need to recognize Bowling Green area especially Denver Ave, Dade St. no more captive dirt Roads.

Our streets in Bowling Green need paving.  No more dirt roads.

No more used car dealerships

No reason Bowling Green could not have quaint shopping areas (antique shops, etc.)

Need a restaurant and a hotel in the northern entrance

This is our northern entrance, clean it up.  Currently have bad first impression of the city and county

We need or dirt roads in Bowling Green paved.  When it rains it turns into a mess. Thank you.

24-hour child cares.  Several hundred people work in facilities.

Bring a fire department back in Bowling Green.

Water, sewer, storm-water improvements.

Need more dollars in Bowling Green and Wauchula.

To make Bowling Green buildings look more modern open more business.  Open a grocery store, fast-food restaurant.  Build a youth center for the teens.  Renovate the neighborhoods to make them look better.

Property owners who rent should be fined for unsafe structures.

Home-owners need to be fined for yards being unkempt along 17 – long before hurricanes.

Clean Bowling Green up – entrance to count from north.  Better housing.

Clean up parks.

Help them clean up the mess and rebuild good buildings and businesses.

Clean up Bowling Green.  Make the town presentable!

Citrus-processing plant or maybe a coop.

Low to medium income housing.

Small business and light industry.

Fine those who have old broken down cars.

Go door to door and see the needs of people’s homes and help us restore houses that are in bad and unsafe condition in all communities – white, black and Spanish in Bowling Green.

More jobs!

Pave dirt roads.

Have more sidewalks in community.  Plant some of the trees back that were destroyed.  Create jobs on the outside of the city, factories, etc.

Fix problems in the Villa.  Move druggies out.  Have them tested.

Lower insurance deductible for schools.

Enforce codes.

Pave dirt roads that are a total mess when it rains.

Give people a reason to stop here.

Enforce laws and think big!

Bowling Green needs planned neighborhoods, not projects.  Mid-income housing!

Need a citrus place to process fruit juice.

Better zoning laws and have them enforced.

Clean up and clear out the trash and make it all beautiful.

Job opportunities, such as airport, widen Highway 62, and water and sewer improvements.

Use money from insurance on Bowling green to rebuild/upgrade school.  Demolish old buildings.

Affordable child care.  Four-lane 62.  Agriculture is waning.  Need new economic engine.  Industrial park and airport.

Bowling Green’s future is as a quaint community with a small front porch feel where people feel like one community with our own schools, recreation and jobs.  

Wauchula

We need better job opportunities for middle age residents who have been downsized

Grants to assist local businesses to repair and rebuild structures, especially those without insurance, to revitalize downtown areas.  Unique historical structures devastated.  Increased parking downtown.

More business, less eateries in downtown.  Businesses that will bring in tourism to county.

We want people from Orlando and all around to want to move to Wauchula

Tear it down and move on

City water improved

Come on Wauchula Wakeup Modernize!
We need shelter for the intercity and very safe

Finish downtown restoration that was started.  Help downtown businesses in their restoration process.

I see Wauchula as a city full of lights, model buildings, subdivisions, and recreation on a large scale, public transportation, and people loving people. 

Get rid of the ruined buildings that are beyond repair

Due to the devastation, a tax relief would help out this year

More incentives/assistance for new businesses starting here in Hardee County – grants

To help our business get back in operation

Need complexes for new businesses

We all need to stay positive!!

Combine city/county services.  Why duplicate water/sewer/code costs!

Need middle income housing (2 comments)

We need shelters in several places

We need more Hispanic teachers or helpers/tutors in the High School

This is a great community!  Let’s work hard and get it going again.

To remodel downtown Wauchula and Bowling Green buildings and make them look more modern and updated and make it look appealing like we’re in the 21st century!

Financial assistance is crucial for development.  Existing businesses need grants to train and recruit higher skilled labor.  Best structured to help growth.

More safety patrols!!!

Clean your own damage please!

Carriage rides through historical Wauchula.

Bring downtown Wauchula back to the historical look!

Storm shelters in facilities other than schools.  Quaint towns are becoming a thing of the past.  Why????  In favor of restoring our downtown area but requiring owners to maintain exterior.

We need a plan to get new businesses to move to Main Street

We need bigger schools, we’re too crowded

We need new streets and new houses.  Fix the fallen down stop sign.  We need more street signs.

Better roof inspections!!

New City Clerk please

We need a person who can coordinate events for the City Hall Auditorium, the Civic Center, the Cattleman’s arena etc.

Speed up, clean up, reduce smoke from fires.

Zoning – bricks on Main Street.

Take asphalt off Main Street

Need Highway 17 finished from Polk County to I-75

Job opportunities

More restaurants

More hotels and restaurants

As old buildings are repaired/replaced, insist on a particular color scheme (flexible but no outlandish)

Clean county

Clean it! Clean it! Clean it! Clean it!

Lighten code enforcement on downtown businesses (two comments)

Preserve downtown

Two-story parking garage downtown district

Build on the river and its qualities

Reroute trucks off Main Street to diminish noise, dangerous fast trucks.

We need help in preserving our historic buildings; the depot, the “Checkerboard” building, the old Carlton Bank building, and Royal’s building

Preserve historical elements of Wauchula by historically restoring downtown buildings

The City needs to get out of the electric business and let TECO take over.  Electric rates are so high it discourages people and businesses from moving here.

Need to sell the electrical distribution system to TECO

Need housing – nice apartments at fair prices.

Amen! Housing!

Need a vocational school so our students can learn a trade and better themselves.  

Necesitamos mas trabajos con mejor pagos para hombres y mujeres (We need more jobs with better wages for men and women.)

Que nos arreglen las calles (They should fix our streets).
Would be great to have downtown apartments over buildings

Website for disaster recovery presentation of needs and documentation of progress.

More drainage and jobs and parks

Hotels, one is not enough.  

Need restaurants (2 comments)

Better zoning laws and have them enforced

We need more schools and transportation for our children.  Here in Wauchula, most of our children are walking to school because we live in a mile but it is still dangerous.

Out with the old and in with the new.

Downtown rebuilt as authentic as possible.  Keep it personable, productive, family friendly, attract tourists from all over.

Rebuilding a business from zero up is VERY expensive.  We already have debts, loans are not what we need or want.

Need to have a city manager who has the experience to run the multi-faceted system.

Need more businesses.  Restoration is important, but isn’t this the responsibility of the owner.

Need storm shelters.

Please hurry up the people who are in charge of our clean up.  Our town [is not desirable].

More stores in Hardee.  We need the roads to be fixed.

Need single-family homes for middle and higher income families.  Also need multi-family housing.

We need to develop a triangle of Sarasota to Arcadia to Wauchula and back to Sarasota to visit antique shops, Solomon’s Castle, rodeos etc.

Parking

Need help (money) in long term clean up for business and residential

Need code enforcement please!

Zolfo Springs

Clean up all abandoned houses and house trailers.

Need more medium-priced housing ($75,000 to $100,000).  Currently, there is very little new housing.

Help to clean up Zolfo Springs.

We have a large Hispanic culture.  This is not bad – Help the community to capitalize on Hispanic community.  Tourists travel to Miami for Cuban experience.  Help us capitalize on Hispanic community.

Restore local roads.

Zolfo need to be more than a way to get from DeSoto to Hardee County.  What about a Main Street in Zolfo Springs? Quaint shopping district, restaurants with atmosphere, grassy parks, etc.

More children’s playgrounds and parks.

More businesses in Zolfo Springs.  Need a chain-food store.

Clean Zolfo Springs up from south entrance.  Make it look welcoming.

Better equipment to maintain park.

Build open pavilion in Pioneer Park over old swimming pool for use during Pioneer Park Days.

Need new stadium.  Need rodeo arena for 4-H.  

Zolfo Springs is a grate candidate for housing.  The infrastructure needs to be upgraded.

Pioneer Park needs to be restored with trees.

More buildings to rent for businesses.

Need more lighting along 17.

Restore Heritage Park with trees.

Need better grocery stores.

Need recreation for youth, including after-school activities.

Thank God for the hurricanes or we probably would have never known our neighbors.  God bless ya!

Rebuild cities as community centers.

We need the citizens (all of them) to start participating in the city government.

Stronger ordinances to clean up debris.

Zolfo Springs needs a major clean-up.  Encourage citizens to take an interest in their community.

Need business parks.

Clean up debris!

Better zoning laws and have them enforced.

Need more business opportunities and housing.

Industrial Park in old spray field.

Small businesses should be encouraged to open up shops.

Police department and City Hall in old police department building.

Plaza with shops for lease.

Move cattlemen’s arena to Pioneer Park and use for other events.

Utilize Pioneer Park for fairgrounds, rodeo arena and entertainment facility.

Bring more animals for Pioneer Park.

Build large enough building to cater to needs of citizens.

More exotic animals like elephants and cheetahs for Pioneer Park.

Better roads and drainage.

Plant more trees in Pioneer Park.

Keep Pioneer Park days.

Make Pioneer Park days great again.

Get it cleaned up – Pioneer Park needs to be restored quickly.

Clean restaurants.

Clean up.  Rebuild.  Give people a reason to stop off Route17 and not drive on by.

Restore Pioneer Park with debris removal.

We need a steak house.

Leave corner at Pioneer Park alone.  Historic value of Pioneer Park should be kept.

Are we going to have Pioneer Park days?

Tear down and clean up.

A larger post office and use Pioneer Park for rodeo arena and fairgrounds.

Transportation would be great but we need business first! 

Need to expand sewer and water plants for more people.

Public transportation

We need immediate public transportation – bus or train

Hardee County Transportation Issues & Concerns

Clean Economic Transportation for seniors.

Install “People Movers”.

Need a Transportation System - Buses.

We need affordable transportation for elderly.

Public Transportation. (2)

Senior Citizens Bus System!

We need some type of shuttle bus for those without transportation or do not drive, other than taxis. (4)

We need a Transportation System that is affordable for everyone. Maybe up and down Highway 17 as pickup stop, Bowling Green – Zolfo Springs.

Public Transportation is needed.

Need Buses.

We need Buses for the county.

Hardee County needs a couple of City Buses to run through the County.

Public Transportation needed Real Bad.

We need some type of Bus to help people get around in Wauchula.

Public Transportation is non-existent. We need buses.

We need some sort of transportation for the elderly and handy-capped people.

Public Transportation good idea.

We need Low Cost Public Transportation. (2)

We need Public Transportation.

We need Transit Service

Nesesitamos transportacion para el Pubico que no tiene mveble (we need transportation for the public who have no mobility). 

Los que Vivimos en Wauchula nesesitamos transportacion (Those of us who live in Wauchula need transportation). 

Transporte Publics disponible Para La comunidad en general.

(Make public transportation available for the community in general). 

Necesitamos transprote publico acesible a la gente pobre. 

(We need public transportation accessible to poor people.)

Wauchula necesita mas parques recreativos. 

(Wauchula needs more recreation parks).
Blacktop roads

We need 4-lane SR 64 and 62.

Improve Infrastructure, 4-lane SR 62  

We need to 4-lane 62

We need 4-lane an East/West Corridor. (4)

We need East/West Corridor from I-75 to I-95.

Need to Four Lane SR 62 and others E/W across the State.

Construct 4-Lane SR 62 from E/W Coast

Any remote chance we could consider a straight shot highway to Sebring?

Develop 4-Lane Highway 62 from US 301 to US 27 or all the way.

Four-Lane 62 for Cargo Airport Development.

We do not want Hwy 62 4-Laned; we’ve got enough traffic already. Besides it will take too long to complete.

Develop 4-Lane and extend SR 62 eastward to US 27 and beyond to Sunshine Parkway.

We need infrastructure improvements SR 62 4-lane.

Highway 62 connecting E/W corridor, this would help the Airport Project, which would do wonders for the County and Region.

Expand 64 NOW!

We need a 4-lane East And West route.

Construct a Four-Lane Hwy 62.

We need to4-lane 62 and 17.

There is a desperate need to 4- lane highway 17 from Wauchula to Arcadia.

Also, need SR 62improved to 4-lane to start Cross State Link.

4-Lane 62 or 64

We need SR 62 widened

Improved Infrastructure, 4-Lane SR 62 and complete Hwy 17.

We don’t want Hwy 62 4-laned too much traffic already.

Need to Four Lane 62 and others E/W across State, will help with airport project, Possible Loop I-275 to I-4 in Polk City.

We need 62-17-66-64-66 East/West 4-lane corridor.

Construct a 4-Lane 62 and complete Hw. 17. (3)

Begin 4-Lane Hwy. 17, completed expeditiously.

Need US 17 completed Polk Co. to I-75.

Need US 17 4-laned from I-4 to I-75 ASAP!

Completion of Hwy 17, needs to be done rapidly all the way to Punta Gorda.

Expedite Hwy. 17 NOW!

Construct 4-Lane Hwy 17

Develop 4-Lane U.S. 17 South

Extend 4-Lane to DeSoto County.

Complete 17 and do it quicker. (9)

Pursue 4-Lane of 17 from coast to north.

Finish Hwy. 17 4-Lane.

Please help us complete the US 17 Highway.

Hwy. 17, 4-lane finished.

Need more North/South highways besides US 17.

Expedite completion of 4-laning Hwy 17 from Arcadia to Zolfo Springs.

4-lane 17 (3)

4-lane Hwy 17, finish it!

Four lane Highway 17

4-lane US 17 from Zolfo Springs to DeSoto County

Build a great infrastructure and include road building – new roads and 4-laning existing one such as Hwy. 17 and possibly Hwy. 62.

Improve Arterials into County for incoming small to medium Manufacturing Facilities and cooperate distribution centers. 

A red light will be needed for Hwy. 17 N. and Will Duke Rd. intersection!

Funding to pave the balance of County’s dirt roads.

Pave all roads in Hardee Co. especially those near K-8 School in Wauchula Hills.

Pave All County roads.

Need to pave 205 miles of County Roads.

More roads in Wauchula

Widen East Main St. to 7 miles.

Wider Streets in Wauchula.

When Repairing Roads do it correctly, ST. Rd. 663, where it joins 62 always has mud holes AFTER RAIN.

Road and Bridges need Repair.

We need bike-lanes on our out of City Roads. (4)

More sidewalks and parks.

Fix the bridge on 664

Better Roads and Bridges

Better Maintenance, Cosmetics and (1) Drainage Fixed.

Need to fix roads the right way so they, so they don’t have to redo them.

Wider Streets

Better intersections and quicker ways of getting around.

Have better Road on Osprey Lane in Wauchula Hills. Need Better transportation. 

Mott Rd floods whenever it rains.

Finish Ollie Roberts Rd., needs paving and Bridge.

Keep in mind we are rural and want to stay that way.

Connect Steve Roberts Special thru Sebring.

We need more traffic lights in Wauchula and Hardee.

Magnolia Manor Community needs Street Lights Desperately!!!!

Street Lights for Magnolia Manor – PLEASE!

Magnolia in Wauchula needs more lights.

Need Street Light in Out of City Communities - Magnolia Manor.

Need Street Light and better Roads in Magnolia Manor.

Pave Streets and Lighting in Magnolia Manor.

Don’t forget Magnolia Manor.

Cross State Interstate through Hardee County.

Need to make sure major entrances to City/County are landscaped to the fullest.

Economic Development/ Jobs and Education

Need businesses.

We want more jobs with better salaries in Hardee (2).

Create economic development that will enhance the community.

Better jobs and opportunities (like the airport).

Cargo airport. ASAP. (2)

Better job opportunities (4).

Support agriculture and businesses – so as to keep present jobs.

I want Hardee County to grow to be better than ever and to help the small business to be able to stay alive.

More retail so people don’t have to go out of town.

More Industry - For everyone increases tax base

Penalize people who take FEMA or insurance money & leave their mess for us to clean up.

Popash

Stop paying out monies to people that don’t own a house or any property.  Just because they rent doesn’t mean they should get the money to repair.

Need to recognize Limestone.

Micro businesses Loans & Advice – Grants.

More loans and grants for Black Community. (Amen) (Amen) (You are so right)

Need airport in Hardee County

We really need the airport and all supporting industries. This will help more than anything else.

Go for airport industrial park/We want and need it (6)

An airport would put us on the map (2)

Finish industrial park.

Heavy industry industrial park.

Job Creation and Economic Benefit

County on knees/deathbed – need to be innovative – new industries, what are the damages/asses need for new civic center

Build up and safeguard the county’s resources and heritage while expanding the markets for good and services.

A federal package to make Hardee County look attractive to small industry.  The best car salesman to sell Hardee County to that small industry. Federal advertisements to help that wonderful car salesman.

We need diversification for new industry and aviation facilities.

Put businesses on SR 64 or SR 17 will look like SR 27 in Avon Park-Sebring.

Diversification on businesses.

Need to have grants not loans for small existing businesses – businesses are severely damaged.

We need and economic base that provides year round jobs that are non-agriculture (let FEMA provide $10M in grant funds)

Utilize industrial corridor and western Hardee County to attract more industry.

With airport and SR 17 finished it should help bring in more businesses.

Keep jobs in town.

Need additional insurance.

Professional jobs.

Don’t forget the needs of the winter visitors.  They bring needed money into the county

Need entertainment and other opportunities (shopping etc.) for community so our money is spent here

Manufacturing plants/industries needed (5)

Manufacturing plants – places that will employ several hundred people (national companies)

What will be available to finance / help new businesses?

We need to consolidate the county because when outside businesses look to move here, they don’t see a county with a market population of 26K.  They only see Wauchula with 4K and think we’re too small.

More black owned businesses

Build a fast food restaurant in Bowling Green (3 comments)

Find small business endeavors with grant support

More Hispanic business to create jobs for Hispanics.

We need Hardee County cleaned up.

Provide year ‘round jobs

New Civic Center

Need great jobs with benefits and good wages. Jobs that will keep our young people here.

Grant money, not low interest loans, are needed by small businesses damaged by the storms

We need a full service drug store

Need to create new jobs and assist small business owners to create these jobs 

Attract small to medium size manufacturing companies.  

Wauchula business need grant money to clean up their premises.

Are any of the stores uptown getting help to fix these stores?

Logistics. Corporate distribution centers.

Help on the IDA Park for small manufacturing.

Bring computer industry to central Florida.

We need some good clean industries to provide job opportunities for our community but maintain our rural life that we provide here.

All members of community need to pay into the tax base more.

Agriculture

Make Wauchula a model of agriculture (three comments)

We need to keep some farming/No airport

Pay people better in agriculture.

Promote/maintain agriculture (2)

Provide support for financial support for Ag businesses

Mining

Work with mining industry (2)

Limestone – is in Hardee County.

Help us reclaim and clean up distressed lands.

Reduce political interference for mining industry.

Tourism and Recreation

Have tours like Amish country does.

Ecotourism/reclaimed phosphate land.

We need a large lake/park recreation area, which would serve Hardee County residents and tourists.

Develop Peace River for tourism/eco-tourism centered on the Peace River.

Water air strip for float airplanes

Equestrian center (4)

Cattlemen’s Arena (2)

Transportation and Infrastructure

Expedite 4-lane Hwy 17 from Arcadia to Zolfo Springs.  Four lane and extend SR-62 East to Sunshine Parkway and/or I-95.  (3)

Complete countywide utilities (sewer/water)

Widen SR-62 (3). 

Expedite SR-62 as east-west connector. (2)

Need a bus transit system/public transportation (2)

Transportation for the elderly.

We need help in providing infrastructure to support new development

Countywide utility services.

Add state-of-the-art high-speed communications.

Provide utilities to prepare /attract future development.

We need transportation (2)

Need all private roads taken over by the county.

We need road and waste/sewer for growth.

Water in the community would help.

Education

Diversify teachers, administrators and public officials to represent entire County

Vocational skills taught in High School

A multi-level age care, education and providing jobs and training for adults in the community.  

Youth development and training

Redo schools – more education.

We need a vocational high school to develop skills other than going to college.

Teachers that reflect our community culture and make up.

We need undergraduate education in our community.

Public and Social Services

Youth services for children at risk (Hardee has more per capita by county)

More help for people with diabetes or a special clinic.

Jobs for youth/youth programs

Continuing care facilities from cottages to nursing homes.

Use senior retired individuals to teach youth trade skills.

Create retirement living community.

Fix playground for our kids.

A more diverse police department.

More parks and youth programs.

I would like to see a facility to meet the needs of low-income parents in Bowling Green. A day care center complex with a Christian emphasis.  

Hardee County needs a second nursing home facility.

Need facilities for Alzheimer care in county.

Housing

Create jobs and more housing (low to moderate incomes)

New housing opportunities/Create clean industry.

More housing for migrants.

No more projects!  We need moderate income housing.

Transitional living.

Homes for migrant workers – affordable homes to workers that stay here all year.

We need middle income housing for business professionals.

Marketing

Develop a slogan – make Hardee a special place for visitors

Need to market Wauchula, Bowling Green and Zolfo Springs together as one draw

Bowling Green needs it’s own identity with schools, downtown and emergency services.

Why isn’t Wauchula on maps? On T.V. we aren’t on it.

Revitalization

In revitalizing downtown. Owners of these buildings need to be responsible not tax payers.

Focus on rebuilding downtown and center of reconstruction.

More residential housing

Before Charley our community looked undesirable.  Help us make it more desirable place in which to live for our grandchildren.

Could we get rid of junk cars etc in people’s yards?

Affordable housing within walking distance of activities and churches

We need a shopping mall.  Keep from driving out of town.

Let’s plan for a revitalized downtown.

I love our Main Street and we will rebuild it- it’s the heart of our town.

We need a movie theatre in historic district.

Farmer’s Market.

There is only limited parking for our restaurants. 

Beautification of downtown. 

Antiques/Retail areas (2).

Antique mall (2)

Place to shop for food, clothing and home furnishings.

Build up and develop downtown (3).

We need a community theme surrounding our businesses.

Other

Hardee County needs a comprehensive plan

It would be positive to build alliances (cross county boundaries) to attract new business.

What about Magnolia Manor

Baby boomers will impact Hardee – build structure to support.

New Football stadium.

Baseball fields and more parks are needed.

We need a large multi-purpose facility to be used for all events.

Youth center in Bowling Green.

Agricultural Issues

Cattle Issues

Cattle were stressed and lost weight – help for ranchers?

Small cattle operations will need assistance with fencing, loss of grazing lands, some have even lost cattle. 

State of the art livestock market and slaughterhouse in Ona/Fort Green area. (Railroad availability) (3)

Yeah, put everything in Fort Green that stinks is noisy and criminal.  How about giving us a break for a change?  Put it on 64 east.

Make sure the range cattle station stays in Hardee County.

Citrus

Citrus packinghouse in Hardee County…American owned.

Help us until we get our groves that are going to have to be reset, to maturity or production years. (3)

Citrus workers housing has bee drastically reduced.  We may lose many entire families that have worked in Hardee County for years. 

Get the good groves growing better, take out the ones that aren’t and use the land for something else.  

Orange juice plant to help the small growers of Hardee and DeSoto counties compete with major corporations that would rather sell Coke and Pepsi and also deal with very large growers because of the cost of doing business with one versus hundreds.  

Focus marketing efforts to schools so that kids have good quality juice versus cheapest product.  

Building Projects

Rebuild the Hardee Cattleman’s arena.  (313 signatures/e-mails from a multi-county area) 

Need a multi-purpose facility.

Need to build a multi-purpose building under air that will benefit our whole community and will bring dollars into the county.

New multi-use building to house indoor arena w/heat and air.  Will open a lot of economic opportunities for our county.

Hire an events coordinator for the multi-use building and pay base salary – but give percent of gate of everything brought in.

Farm Issues

Need more development for agriculture – tomatoes, citrus, strawberries, squash.

Enable us to be able to ship tomatoes and citrus anywhere in the nation without first going through a packinghouse or state inspection. (2)

State Farmers Market needs updating and extensive repairs. (3)  

Go organic.  Grow specialized crops and target nearby specialty restaurants and markets. 

Inclusion of specialty crops such as herbs, fisheries, shrimp, etc.

What about our aquaculture/tropical fish farms? (2)

Need relief for grass seed lost in the storm…200 lbs to the acre at $2.00 lb at 160 acres equals $60,000. (3)

We need agriculture. We can’t live without it!

Small operations need a voice.  We’re facing the same issues with less money. 

Farm Labor

Better benefits and pay for farm workers.  Have farm owners that people work for pay some of their bills…like housing, etc.

Need migrant housing…good, affordable.

Los trabajadores del campo necesitan casas y major tra to el trabajo.

(The field workers need better housing and better treatment on the job.) 

Guest worker program to better regulate migrant labor and cut down on the amount of illegal immigrants who flood Hardee County and are a strain on county services.  We need migrant workers but should be better controlled and regulated.  Hardee County spent $500,000 on indigent health care for migrant workers.  

More money to growers and equal time and pay for the workers.

Let’s think about the people that pick our citrus tomatoes, watermelon, etc…not just the growers.

Insurance, Tax, Replacement Issues

The USDA disaster relief fund for citrus growers is good, but the percentage that goes to tree loss and tree damage needs to be tax free – fruit replacement OK to be taxed. (7)

Price supports for all ag products grown in Hardee County for 5 years…until we are back on our own feet.

Should be no tax on disaster money. 

More crop insurance.

Crop insurance needs to be revamped – needs to cover lost labor and structure for nurseries. (2)

Replacement cost of structures, ground cover, irrigation, etc.  

Nursery

Disaster insurance to cover labor and shade house replacement and the plants.

Financial help for nursery worker’s lost wages.

Compensation for labor to cleanup nursery property and repair damage.  All requests must be documented by records.

Utilize local plant nurseries in reclaiming land from mines.

Plant nurseries repaired and expanded.

Airport

No on cargo airport.

The cargo airport could revitalize ag. (9)

Economic Development

Build a research center to show what can be done on land after mining.  There are so many ag opportunities that can open new doors for the five county area. (4)

Deregulate like other NAFTA countries so we can compete for dollars. 

Support and rebuild existing businesses… Keep jobs in county.

Rebuild ag business. 

Large ranches can become great tourist attractions.  Convince ranches to diversify.

Programs that will help market product from Hardee.  Product guide for wholesale buyers up north. 

More hotels not motels.

Hardee County Airport

Airport would serve as a base to attract new businesses and jobs

We desperately need an airport…not only for jobs, but to help us grow

Cargo airport could and will open a lot of opportunities for our community

Yes, yes, yes. Our economy of the future depends on it!

We need it!

We need the airport for the future of our community, kids, grandkids and so on …

The airport will help the job market

Good jobs, good pay, good things will follow!

Yes to the airport – and more will follow

A great use of [the northwest] part of the county; we need to move into development ASAP!

Put a classification that must hire so many Hardee people if not it won’t help us

Yes! (14)

Airport would be an asset to the economic market

We want jobs the airport brings

Yes! Airport = Jobs

This one project would have a great effect on the economy of this county and would crate many jobs

We don’t need an airport

We need a cargo airport! (2)

We need this to happen very soon, we need to make it happen (5)

Please build the airport and very soon

Desperately need the mega-airport and related industries

Some people like to be left in the country

Is it a scam? Are [the planners] just getting wealthy?

Yes, yes, yes, please bring the airport! For the jobs

I vote for the airport and jobs

The airport means more jobs, yes, yes!

No! Use the money to build Hardee County. Build an infrastructure to encourage new businesses to come. Also, help support those existing businesses – people will leave if no jobs are here

Airport will promote economic growth (5)

Four lane Hwy 62 (3)

I am tired of seeing year after year, Hardee graduates leaving the community due to lack of jobs. The development of a cargo airport will create jobs for the community. Along with jobs, comes better housing developments, retail businesses, infrastructure, and improves the variety of health care options. Bottom line: We need to keep the future of Hardee from leaving by providing a reason to stay. Jobs, jobs, jobs.  Go Airport!!!

The one project that could make a difference

Yes. Please build the airport so we can have more jobs for adults and teens

Get-R-Done!

Need to get this done immediately (5)

I lived close to Alliance Airport in Ft. Worth (this airport is supposed to be modeled after it). The noise was unbelievable and property values plummeted

Good way to use reclaimed land

The airport is old news. All talk and no action

Good idea. Get some good airlines in here

Airport will bring job opportunities for many

Hardee needs development. The airport will create jobs crucial to the vitality of this county

Jobs, jobs, jobs

The airport is just the thing we need to help our economy here. Good luck!

We need it…something besides social programs!

Need to have strict regulations on what comes in the airport

Keep it coming, do it, quit talking about it

Let’s get moving!

We need a rallying point, such as an economic engine we can all support. Get the airport going it helps in disasters, brings business to city and makes jobs!

The airport will create jobs for the “twenty-something’s” and recent college graduates to apply. Far to often this key demographic is forgotten in this county and this project will help this demographic stay in this county pumping their paychecks in this county and not somewhere else. Everyone wins

Airport needs to be privately funded – no local funding

11/2 years have gone into this planning. Any assistance that can shorten its planning from government entities would be most beneficial. This is the opportunity of Hardee County’s lifetime

Cargo airport to include: planned community (similar to “The Villages” in the Ocala area); state of the art schools, hospitals, multipurpose complex, cultural center, sports arena; neighborhoods developed for singles, young families, retirees, etc.; historical museum with local and state artifacts; shopping options – boutiques/specialty types as well as a Mall with anchor stores; restaurants; airport related businesses; access to major roadways – cross state highway

This airport is very, and I stress very important for this county to have any economic success. The jobs and the businesses that this airport would created would be like nothing this county would have every seen. We need projects like this for this county to be around in 50-years

When I finished college I struggle to decide whether or not to come back to Hardee. I knew the opportunity for success was limited. My family is here so in the end I came back. I am fortunate to have found a good job. Most of my friends are not; they have left and not come back. The Airport would created the jobs needed to Hardee does not have to lose its young people. In fifty years without the airport, Hardee will only be a memory. We have a chance for success; Let’s not let it pass us by!!!

Stop and think of how it will be with jumbo jet cargo planes roaring over Wauchula 24 hours a day and night; plus, all the truck traffic tearing up the roads. There must be a better plan to attract light industrial and business other than a mammoth airport

Mining Reclamation

Reclaim and develop for community uses.

Reclaim phosphate land for farms and housing.

Make sure mining areas are cleaned up.

Lakes to be made from exited mining areas.

Mines must be regulated and controlled.

Use of industrial parks from used mining areas.

Design clay areas for waterfowl and public duck hunting.

Hold the mine accountable to keep our land beautiful and livable.

Put prison on this land.

Mining companies should be required to strictly adhere to the legal requirements and regulations.

Hold mining companies accountable.

Mining is and has been an important entity in Hardee County.  However, will this entity be in Hardee County when our grandchildren and great grandchildren have a seat in County government?  We must also think of diversification for the future.

Keep their feet to the fire. 

Mines must be accountable.

Better use for reclaimed land- industry.

As a result of the industry merger, issues between county and mine officials should ease because of new companies stability.

Mines should stay, more reclaimed land for parks.

Water resources development, lakes for recreation, regulation changes.

Work with mines, find use for byproducts alternative energy.

We need more housing.

Wait 30 years to open up western Hardee County to any development.

Explore opportunities through research for businesses/industries that will use industry byproducts and clay.

Make sure that mined land is reclaimed quickly and maintained.  Too many mining companies have gone broke before completing obligations.

No clay waste unless beneficiation and infrastructure is located here.

People need to look at our county’s future and not at just money and instant gratification!  The mines won’t be here forever.

They rape the land.

Find a beneficial way to use reclaimed land that provides jobs.

We need jobs.

We need jobs, period.

Lakes for development, higher income homes for tax base.

Nice lake for recreation.

Diversify!

Diversify, Diversify, Diversify  (3)

Reduce bureaucracy in the mine permitting process.

Mines mean money and jobs for Hardee.

Ban mining and starve in the dark.

Use some phosphate lakes for aquaculture, fish farms, and shrimp farms.

Look at potential agricultural research on reclaimed lands.

Very productive clay soils can be used for agriculture.

Water resource development.

Build research station for farming.

Meaningful reclamation.

Mining very important.

Important tax base, land use vital for recreation and housing developments.

Phosphate research center to show agricultural opportunities after mining.  A lot of new doors could be opened for the 5 county area.

Hay, forage, cattle, sod, horticulture, aquaculture, trees, wildlife.

Need best reclamation available, but plan to allow mining to proceed as fast as possible.

Comprehensive approach to reclamation.

Mining is important, land should be reclaimed ASAP for economic development.

Mining provides economy, a lot of jobs with good wages.  I don’t feel it is an environmental risk.

Biomass production.

Stricter regulations on mining companies, Hardee County is a beautiful place- can’t we co-exist?

Ain’t it pretty?  This is what happens when you sell your soul for money!

We need to reclaim land for uses that will benefit us.

The mines pay good wages, what we need is better paying jobs.

The mines should be responsible for reclaiming the land in a timely manner, not 25 years from now.  Working with the community is a must.

Phosphate companies could reclaim land into lakes fro recreation.  This would attract people and development.

Utilize reclaimed land for agriculture and recreation.

Research center for: forage, cattle, aquaculture, trees, farming, etc. on reclaimed land.  

Tourism

Beautify City & Encourage Infrastructure

Water theme park

Natural Environment.  A place that brings people back.  Weekend getaway

Multi-Cultural activities festival

A petting zoo & Bed and Breakfast community

Need bigger and better hotels, restaurants, and shopping malls

Recreation centers for family activities.  Mini-golf, race car, water slides

Need more parks & recreation at each community

Eco-tourism, horseback riding, canoeing

Water and theme park

Theme park on outskirts of the county

Focus on rural county tourism

Central Florida Historical Museum (We are rich in Florida’s historical development)

A permanent facility for the “story of Jesus” to bring folks to this area

Beautify downtown – plant trees, clean image, and benches

Theme parks needed please

Theme park

More family activities to fit the family budget to get all to enjoy

Parks!!!

Shopping Mall

Parks for our kids please

Better recreation parks and place for teens

Clean up the mess and make the place attractive

Agro-tourism – wilderness, nature tours, fishing, water recreation

Would be nice to be a place where people want to come

Look what Arcadia did with their main street.  Create an old country main street with stops, stores, and cafes to attract day-trippers.  Fund these efforts to help small business to get started.  Try using college students to come up with a unique design for Main Street.

We need an area of unique quaint shops with lovely seating nearby to bring people in “one day trip”

We say “yes” to all of the unique attractions!

I’d like to see Wauchula/Hardee retain its country charm of antique districts and quaint restaurants.  Keep park pioneer day.

Agro-tourism, ranch, dairy tours and bird watching

After someone visits our community… they will remark to others how neat, clean our downtown area was-buildings well maintained.

Clean up the area so people want to come

Farm type Bed and Breakfast

We need casino gambling

Downtown revitalization

Improve lodging for visitors – bed and breakfast, hotels, and campgrounds

Rails to trails

Do not forget the winter visitor, they bring money into the county

Theme park, water attraction – we’ve got plenty of land

Agro-tourism –milk cows on farm

Vibrant Main Street, festivals & fairs, more bed and breakfast inns

Downtown boutiques and specialty shops

Corporate retreat location

Milk cows

Need Restaurants

Keep quaint rural atmosphere with small pioneer attractions keeping agricultural focus

Recreation and eco-tourism

A little more western old town

Outdoor sportsman facility around Hardee Lake and proposed airport property

Farmers marker (Dade City is a good example) antiques, restaurants

Rebuild existing business

Theme park and name it Hurricane Park!

Promote fish camps

Mall and theater, better hotels

Eco-tourism focused on Peace River

Downtown similar to Arcadia with lots of shops, promote events

Promote small town

Outdoor sportsman paradise (Hardee Lake) and sporting facility

Parks for our children

Nature walks, airboat rides, eco-studies by Universities

A Bass Pro shop theme park like Disney World at Hardee Lake

Special design relative to our history

Build up Historical features

Let’s get as big as Bradenton.

Restore downtown- more festivals!

Nature/ wilderness tours; Agro-tourism.

We need some more activities- theater, parks, and museums to give residents things to do at home. Tourism can be over done (seconded).

Bring a couple more hotels to choose from.

Don’t want too much traffic- brings crime in.

Do not forget the winter visitors.

As many retirement communities as we can handle. 

Develop the county service industries to the extent the people do not have to leave to go to other cities for the same services.

Necesitamos mas trabajos que los hispanos podamos realisar no solo en el campo si no tambien en la ciudad como fabricas, hoteles y restaurantes. (We need more jobs that the Hispanics can hold that are not just in the fields, but in the town as well, such as factories, hotels and restaurants).

Nice place to live with adequate shopping and good recreation. 

Youth need recreational places to go.  Downtown restored.  Better schools.  Stadium. 

I prefer a quiet quaint environment that is conducive to raising a family.  Tourism is available within 1 hour in every direction. We can’t possibly compete. 

Need to clean up the unsightly environment. 

Air shows, hotels, festivals. 

Would like to see tourism combined with citrus/ farm tour- we feed the world, let the world know it.  Similar to tours in Amish Country, etc.

Expand outdoor sporting events: hunting, fishing, and dog park.  Improve campgrounds and public parks. 

No Old Folk Town. 

More big museums around the county. 

Bring a theme park to DeSoto County. 

Improve roads leading into Wauchula. 

I spend more of my $ out of town than in town due to evening activities. 

Keep rural areas rural.  If you let a subdivision in then have roads up to code for county to maintain. 

We need more stores around the City, more and better jobs.  More restaurants and sports. 

Bring a shopping mall. 

I am interested in Hardee County being on the high level of tourism meter to prevent travel to larger cities that are frequent now. 

Retirement type community. 

We want to keep things moderate, not extreme. 

Mix of restaurants. More small hotels or motels (reputable). 

Hometown feel with places to go and shop- restaurants, bed and breakfast, etc.

We need progress! More stores and recreation for local people, not having to go out of town.

Want to keep the quality of rural environment- but yet open doors for economic growth. 

Eco-tourism.

I’ve worked in Brandon, I currently work in Lakeland.  I hate the traffic and bustle and noise and crowds.  I love Hardee County. I was the Hardee County of my childhood (60s) back.  It was wonderful then, before the Wal-Mart put every small business out of business.  We were a thriving little community.  Bigger is not better. 

Not a retirement community.

Health and Human Services / Community Services

Community center – so kids will have a place to go besides the street

Need better fast food places – most of them are closed or the service is bad

Create more jobs – there are no jobs for our parents or us who want to work

We need more shopping places – we only have Wal-Mart

Improve our hospital so you don’t have to go a long way when you have a baby

After school programs to tutor us, to improve our FCAT scores

More affordable housing.  Some are too expensive for poor people.

Better police protection and service 

Enlarge our public library.  We don’t have enough books or computers

Create more activities during the summer

Spray all of Wauchula for mosquitoes.

Quality of Hospital

Need to support the financial needs to replace current hospital facilities

New hospital would help handle county growth

More hospitals and doctors for people in Hardee

Build new hospital – please

Build new hospital

We need to build a new hospital

New hospital 

New hospital

New hospital

Our hospital is like a band-aid station – we need a real hospital with doctors who operate

Modernize hospital medical facilities so that people do not have to go out of county

Need quality ER – up to date with quality equipment and qualified doctors, we drive to Sarasota for help

We need to stop funding local hospital.  Patients are being sent to Highlands Hospital.  We need better facilities.

Bigger hospitals with doctors that are specialists of different health problems – and affordable

Need hospital for Hardee – full service, attract MDs, etc.

Our hospital is a joke.  Overpriced & poorly staffed.

Would agree to: “Some of our county hospitals need better facilities & more doctors.”

More adequate health care – less wait time in ER

Que Hardee tenga un buen hospital porque el que esta no sirve y tambien necesitamos una Buena clinica dental en Hardee (We want Hardee to have a good hospital because the one now is not adequate and also we need a good dental clinic in Hardee)

Necesitamos un hospital completo contados los servicios con personal bilingue (We need a complete hospital including services with bilingual personnel)

If not a new hospital, improve the service of the one we have.

Problems with Adventist as hospital operator – building old, bad quality care, no sliding scale for low-income people without insurance

Quality of Health Personnel

We need real doctors & updated equipment

We need more family practitioners and a new state-of-the-art hospital

We need more access to doctors and health care.

Doctors in Hardee County that specialize in their fields

Mr. Gill, our physician assistant, is sensitive to our needs, also Gary Gossman, with Pioneer Medical Ctr. Need more physicians like them.

Other Health Services

Utilize the current community health center (CFHC) to provide ancillary services beyond the hospital

Better transportation

Do something for middle income.  Make prescriptions affordable.

We need a drug store

Pre-Natal, ObGyn & Pediatric Care

No place to deliver babies

Full service hospital with delivery of babies

Need hospital to deliver babies and serve needs so not sent to other hospitals out of county

Un hospital para las senoras que dan luz (A hospital for ladies who are in labor / giving birth)

We need good baby doctors so first time mothers won’t be afraid when they go to the hospital to have their first baby

Need pediatric orthopedic doctors in this area!

Teen Pregnancy 

Being number 1 in teen pregnancy is northing to be proud of!

Teen pregnancy is rampant – Help!

More activities for our youth combined with education could slow down teen pregnancies

We have teen pregnancies because of not enough community activities for our kids.  Also need parent involvement programs.

Need program with parents and children (boys & girls) to teach them about making good life decisions about jobs and when to start families – will help with teen pregnancy

Need programs that teach kids about taking care of babies, using an artificial baby that cries and wets.  Will help teach responsibility and how hard it is to take care of babies

Youth Services & Programs

Pediatric developmental services at school level

Not many services for kids – preventive, health, behavioral. Young people need more help

Have after-school programs for our children

More entertainment for youth

Funding for after-school programs sponsored by library

Increase size of library

Need 4-H exhibit building at the county fairgrounds.  Could be used to showcase all 4-H projects and exhibits during the fair and throughout the year for special events, meetings, seminars, workshops.  Also a place to display plaques, trophies and awards presented to 4-H teams.  Also a place for year-round storage of supplies and equipment.

Child Care

Affordable child care for lower income families

More affordable child care for all income levels

Migrant / Farm Worker Needs

Need evening clinics for migrant workers

Clinics open later to serve farm workers & those that cannot miss time from work

Mas personas bilingues en las clinicas (More bilingual people in clinics)

Necesitamos que no nos cobren tanto en las clinicas para los que no tienen meriquey. (We need that they don’t charge us so much in the clinics because we don’t have Medicaid.)

Bi-lingual support

Health Care for Low-Income People

Lack of money to go to doctor – If you don’t have a Social Security number, no medical services available

Expand current local health care programs for indigent population – primary care network & improve access to specialty care & outpatient surgical center

Senior & Elder Care Services

We need a nice new nursing home for our elderly

Need assisted living – holistic approach, extended care, graduated levels of care, integrated

Improve senior service in the county

More assisted living facilities needed

Need assisted living & retirement areas for our people

Assisted living care facility – will also provide jobs

Only two assisted living centers – both damaged – need more & other nursing homes

Meals on Wheels – care & service to the needy elderly

Elder care services at all levels

We need more assisted living facilities & nursing home facilities

We desperately need some assisted living facilities & more awareness of senior services

Continuing care facility – independent cottages / various costs to traditional assisted living to nursing homes

Mental Health

Mental health services at hospital underutilized, even though we provide transportation and accept Medicaid.  People go outside the county for therapy, maybe because of small town stigma or perception of better services

More information about mental health care for the elderly

Special Needs

More services for disabled.  More jobs for all.

Paraplegic care

We need a better transportation system for the handicapped

Adult training centers (ARC already here)

Veterans Needs

Local clinic, something for veterans

Hospitals and service for veterans

Health Professional Development

Medical scholarships for years of service in rural communities

Overall Comments

Integrate entire community health care system (hospital, clinics) to support community needs

Better more improved health services

Need designation as front porch community

We’re facing the greatest challenge the county’s ever had – we need to create a new Hardee County

Civic Facilities, Parks, Recreation and Open Spaces

Water Park!

More improvements at Roosevelt Park.

Importance of the Library in the community.

We need the Forestry Division to help us figure out what to do about resetting pines & cleaning up the woods – fire hazard will be great this year.

Bigger library with Spanish books.

Stadium

Plenty of properties, better than anywhere else.

Plan, plan, plan – no knee – jerk reaction

One large facility is a fine idea, but will it eliminate some events because of costs?

If stadium repairable, fix bit. If not, replace it. Need facility for big events, such as graduation.

Rebuild the stadium & arena with insurance funds, but include building multi-purpose for other activities. (second)

Stadium – replace; repair if cost effective. New place to hold graduation, not at Pioneer Park, not the Rodeo Arena

Rebuild stadium & fix ballparks. Kids need it.

Rebuild all new sports facility.

Sports complex to everybody.

Move all sports activities out to high school & civic center. Move arena & fairgrounds to Pioneer Park.

Rebuild arena in same location with improvements.

Sports complex  - it is better to build more schools & sports fields than jails.

Sports complex – soccer, volleyball, basketball, swimming, etc.

Replace stadium please.

Large, multi-purpose facility for all events.

Repair stadium.

Best for county schools.

Replace stadium closer to high school.

Move stadium & turn into parking area for teachers of both schools so parents can actually get into school to pick up their children.

Better arena & ball fields, stadium (as nice as before)

The stadium  - build it bigger & better. If the city or county owned it we could attract tourism; shows; college football; state bs championship, etc.

Rebuild & consolidate playing fields, swimming pools & provide countywide transportation to these venues.

Great idea if funds available to consolidate stadium / ball fields at the old fairgrounds. 

I like the idea of combining the fair, ag & Pioneer Days at ZS. Multi-use buildings would be great.

Sports complex “we use the sports against the crime” Hardee Co Soccer League.

Sports complex, sports complex, sports complex.

Football stadium needs to be near school. Need better acoustics & bigger civic center.

Relocate stadium to area near high school. 

The idea of consolidating the community centers (arena, complex, etc) & fairgrounds. Story of Christ. etc. is a very practical one. Many people from out of tow now must obtain directions to different facilities.

Yes, not in Zolfo Springs.

Move stadium & ball fields to high school area. Relocate arena to Pioneer Park.

Have multi-plex for sports/entertainment.

Relocate stadium arena etc.

Repair this now so we can have home games next year.

Rebuild at same site with a multi purpose building

Replace stadium (fifth)

New & Improved consolidated sports complex.

Sports facilities & support to young people

Rebuild the stadium. I miss the games here. (second)

Rebuild the stadium and arena and still build a multi-purpose structure

Replace stadium closer to high school

New stadium at high school. New fairgrounds & rodeo arena at Pioneer Park & amphitheater.

Rodeo

We need to keep the arena where it is. The agricultural complex needs to be expanded with horse barn and cattle barn. This is Hardee Co heritage.

When planning new stadium or Cattleman’s Arena – let’ have a facility large enough to host concerts, rodeo events, etc. (second)

Rebuild or build new covered horse show/ rodeo area with enough horse stalls to have state shows. Hotel to accommodate attendees.

Need better rodeo.

Cattleman’s arena needs to be a separate facility

Build better rodeo facilities & other events will come to our community. We need horse barns and cattle facilities.

Better rodeo, better stadium or place where children have activities, a better park.

Plan for a civic center & rodeo arena in paper was good. Get it done!

Rebuild rodeo in same location.

Rodeo must be a multi-purpose center.

The Civic Center should be expanded & relocated if necessary to host a variety of civic events. Not necessary to associate with arena.

New arena please

Arena – new fairgrounds that can be utilized for education for IFAS, 4-H, FFA & community events

River

River restoration, more boat ramps

Promote the river and natural beauty of the river – ecotourism.

Clean the trees out of the river.

Something done with Peace River for recreation instead of flooding

Public ownership or conservation easements of Peace River corridor

River activities & riverside businesses. We need to promote what water we have. (second) 

Misc. Sports Facilities 

Need an after school recreation center for help kids with school work in Magnolia community.

An Olympic size public pool, bike lanes on all roads (second) 

We need ball fields fixed, after schools are done, & a playground

Why doesn’t the Army let migrants play soccer on fields?

How about soccer fields around the HS as well?

We need a soccer field & lights for children in community.

We need a place for the youth at this community to have a meeting place.

Need soccer fields for migrant workers with lights

Soccer League (children, ladies, and adults)

Soccer fields and other sports for everybody.

Baseball parks, soccer, volleyball

Other sports – need big support

Sports field

We need sports facilities for our youth. Give them something to play and a place to play and keep them off the street.

We need a lighted soccer field for migrant children.

Move Roeler grounds to Pioneer Park, stadium to high school

Need more recreation space

Family parks where men & women are active as well as children

Comprehensive Sports Center – tennis courts, wall ball courts, softball fields, little league fields, soccer fields, repair, repair county pool or add facilities to this complex

We need more youth programs and activities & money to fund them. Not just 4-H, but other programs as well.

We need affordable rental buildings

Centers within communities.

Sports complex for Wauchula for soccer, volleyball, basketball, swimming

Here in Hardee County, there is a lack of activities. Help for children so their parents can support the children.

Hardee has been a recreation wasteland in the past. We need more emphasis (second).

Parks area – walking/running area, playground, swimming pool, roller-skating, skateboard area

Need RV parks where they allow children no matter the age

Recreational park for our families

We need better parks with more toys here in Wauchula, and a zoo if possible

Need for updated & more diverse activities for both kids & adults

Anything that will be good entertainment for families & kids

Parks for the family

Fitness walk, hiking/bike trails

Jogging trails

We need a theatre and a playground for children.

Develop recreational opportunities – walking, biking, horseback riding, etc. associated with Hardee Lakes, Payne Creek EcoCorridor, Peace River Park area. Address quality of life issues so people want to live in Hardee County, e.g. library expansion, nice parks & recreation facilities make the County look good.

Add tennis courts to recreation area, could be used by HS PE here

Swimming pool at Pioneer Park in Zolfo Springs

Culture

County auditorium with large capacity seating

Butterfly garden

Cultural centers & museums

Walk-in theatre in Hardee Co., well managed.

Large multiple use building; Nice facility on river for special events – weddings, etc.

Use old airport land on East Main for new “civic center”

Community facility in underdeveloped areas/ communities in the counties, e.g. Bowling Green, Wauchula, Magnolia, etc.

Expansion of County library – better computers and Internet connections – Fla. History section.

Cultural center and recreational

We need community & multi-purpose center

Need a larger civic center/arena for community with programs. Recreational facility.

Bring a water park to Hardee Co, something similar to Adventure Island.

Support to sports & culture, activities

Reducing Future Disaster Losses

We need grants to help damaged small businesses in the county.

Provide financial support so existing businesses can rebuild.

Basket Ball Court for Kids.

Public Swimming Pool for Everyone. (3)

Remove destroyed buildings

Tear down old buildings and neglected structures.

Condemn dilapidated buildings now before the disaster! Same for houses.

How are we to pay for demolition and removal of buildings?

We need more jobs for fixing schools and homes.

Not enough shelter space.

Need a shelter, of solid construction, in a larger complex.

Limestone needs a comprehensive shelter.

New structures (public) are needed to provide shelters for future storms.

Need pet friendly shelters.

Need animal friendly shelter space. An animal friendly shelter could possibly be built at the South Florida Community College.

Quicker response in obtaining shelters.

It has been a nuisance to miss many days of school—but the bottom line is saving lives by offering secure shelters.

Churches, rather than schools need to shelter. We lost 17 days this year—not all due to damage.

We need shelters that don’t disrupt the schools when the actual storm is over.

We need shelters that are not part of the school system.

Need critical facilities that are self-contained.

Don’t build homes where water marks are on trees.

I live in Riverview, the drainage has been awful. Culverts need to be re-dredged.

Following WW II, everyone put electric utilities underground. Putting electric utilities underground will make them less vulnerable to hurricane damage.

Put electric utilities underground.

Schools should be built safe and secure.

Need more fixed schools, stores, and homes in Hardee.

Our schools need to be rebuilt with better safety codes. We need more schools and damaged schools should be replaced.

We owe it to our children to reduce future school losses.

Glad this happened, if we get real school(s) out of it.

Facilitate a place where children can wait on parents while parents are waiting in long lines to receive relief items.

Create incentive programs so that churches and schools are built well so they stand up to hurricane strength winds.

Better buildings that are stronger.

Better roof inspections!

When rebuilding, we need to combine buildings and bring them up to code, such as the Ulluch-Nickerson Building in Zolfo Springs.

Mandatory code enforcement for life safety, American with Disability laws, and fire/building codes.

The new hurricane codes have proven to work. Let’s make sure repairs meet codes.

Strong building codes.

Code enforcement.

Build a Senior (64 and up) facility in Zolfo Springs that is not under water for weeks.

More industry, bigger tax base, more schools, and better facilities.

Grants to enable historic structures to be rebuilt, yet strengthened.

An effort should be made to preserve historic buildings.

County and city keep saying it’s not their responsibility.

Put in place ordinances and rules for keeping businesses and industry in line for what Hardee/Wauchula wants for its community, so no one gets out of hand.

We needed precious time to prepare after Charley changed course, but lost all media coverage when power was pulled two hours earlier to landfall. We did not know a Category 4 was coming right for us.

Have not considered providing first responders (law enforcement, fire, rescue) with such items as food and water.

They need to go door to door and check on people in outlying areas. We didn’t have a soul from the county come and check on us in Ft. Green

Government needs to have a post-mortem to see what did/didn’t work. Don’t be afraid to talk about failures.

Help to determine if our present structure is storm worthy?

What can we do to prepare for other disasters?

Planning and Zoning/Codes and Ordnances

Stronger enforcement of codes and zoning (15).

Lack of proper zoning has turned Hardee into a rural ghetto of sorts. We need stronger zoning here.

If needed, change and city charter to enforce a better code, which hasn’t been developed yet.

Help get rid of ruined buildings.

Follow through with enforcement of building codes.  What has happened with the deterioration of some highway business in Zolfo.

Quit running people out with your restrictive and anti-growth procedures.

Change zoning laws to allow new buildings to replace the ones that were destroyed regardless of acreage owned.

Get copy of Punta Gorda’s code enforcement laws and standards.  Show leaders in Hardee County how to implement the above statement.

Make new laws with higher standards for getting ride of shanty houses all over Wauchula.

Not necessary – the 5 acres per home zoning.

Keep the 5-acre per home zoning.  It ensures that quality people will settle here.

Enforce clean-up issue (2).

Make zoning codes to fit the economy of community.  We need fair input for entire community.

Wauchula used to be such a pretty place. Now many areas are slums and dangerous. Enforce zoning code laws and bulldoze any derelict housing.

The county should do all in its power to allow the city of Wauchula to move its city limits northward on US17 so that the city includes Wal-Mart, etc.  The city of Wauchula is perceived by the outside world as too small.  Too small = no new businesses.

Teach new residents the local laws re: codes-------so when you fine them, they’ll know why.

Help repair the damage the storms did.  Most of the issues here have nothing to do with the storm damage.

Water, Wastewater, Storm Water and Flood Control

We need a water treatment plant and system for each community that can be self sustaining during storms.

Build infrastructure to include water lines and sewer lines as well as storm drainage control to eliminate flooding.

We need healthier water in Hardee.

Healthier water in Hardee County also a better water system for our county.

Need to complete county wastewater and water system immediately.  Work to consolidate Zolfo Springs, Wauchula, and Bowling Green county system into one water and sewer system for county.

City sewer, water in the whole county!

Affordable hook ups on 62

Limestone water test!!!

Expand the water and sewer systems countywide for health and expanding housing.

Limestone needs water tested.

Better water in Magnolia Manor Community and drainage systems.

I am concerned about the safety of our drinking water.  Septic tank effects?

To upgrade our water system.

Upgrade!

Need expansion of water sewer facilities in the county.

Magnolia Manor city water and sewer.

Magnolia Manor community!! Please.

More industry bigger tax base more $ for infrastructure.

Wastewater

Water and wastewater plants needed to grow.

Need further expansion of facilities.

Magnolia Manor needs better access to city water and sewer.

Build all utilities with growth in mind!

Hire more help for Bowling Green upgrades.

Countywide sewer and water are impractical at this time.

Eliminate effluent disposal into Peace River.

Improvements to infrastructure need to bring in more businesses.

Grants to complete countywide utility infrastructure.  Revamp SWFWMD to make more “user friendly”.

Underground utilities Electric lines.

We need facilities adequate for new housing.

Eliminate city utilities, it costs citizens too much.  Make more affordable.

Municipalities need to work together. We do not need 4 sewer plant operators.

Have City of Wauchula stop ripping people off in their utilities.

Sewer plant not big enough for growth, Zolfo.

Lower fees for industry on 62 and 17.

Hardee county utility common with taxing authority.

Storm water

Clean up the small creeks and roadsides to make water get away sooner.

Need better drainage for streets.  We had problems before the hurricanes.

State Rd 64 E in Zolfo in low part of road needs to be built up so road does not flood or Cracker Trailer Park does not either.

Clean ditches, fix culverts, water stands in grove.  It did not 20 years ago.

SWFWMD take action to make runoff and flashflood water able to leave the roadway and more bridges instead of small culverts.

Water drains need to be cleaned regularly and have continued upkeep.

Improve drainage to improve flooded roads.

Better water drainage and ways of highways need improvement.

Lack of cleaning out drainage ditches.

Flooding is a problem for our housing development.  Do not sell subdivisions where flooding occurs!

Money for solar energy, which does not go down with power outages.

Housing

Help homeowners---- make it a priority!

Rental:

Garden apartments

Apartments for all income levels

Spacious apartments – block

More affordable homes for young families, better choices of rental property

Apartments

More affordable housing – many are low income families

Housing units for all income limits 

Apartments and single-family residences

Section 8 vouchers

Affordable

We need work and rental choices for all economic groups We need more affordable single-family homes that young families could be attracted to

Need moderate income housing 

Better low-income housing and homes for middle income

We need a mixture of apartments, garden apartments and single-family homes

Need more rental housing

Need affordable housing

Affordable housing

Need all housing for migrant and low income resident

Need rental housing for moderate-income working and low income

We need more apartment complexes in Hardee County

Lack of rental housing

There is a need for, affordable senior housing, multi family units, upscale condos and apartments Rental units that exist are damaged

Housing for all income levels – apartments

Replace “slum housing” with better housing for low income and middle income

More housing for lower income

More apartments

Need housing complex in Bowling Green for moderate-income family

Need more for those who can’t afford it and peace with RV for travel trailers for kids

Increased funding and support of Hardee County Housing Authority by County and local government

Multifamily homes, condo’s 


More apartments with playgrounds

Farm labor, median income, and rental

Migrant or low-income housing 

Low income would be nice

Affordable

Housing for families of little resources

Opportunity for better housing at a price accessible to lower class


More apartments

Restore housing over retail downtown

Subsidized Housing!!!!

Low –income family houses!!!

Homeownership

Single-family homes

1500 – 1700 square ft. homes ($75,000 to $125,000) please

Housing from $80,000 to $100,000

We need loans to buy a house with interest, etc.

Single family for working people

We need affordable single-family communities and duplexes with playgrounds

Condos at this time would possible be out of our community’s price range

Need more affordable housing for all ages and incomes

More industry, more jobs, more money for employees, more affordability.  Middle class and up housing, to attract people who work an attract professional school teachers Single family housing

Hard to find good starter home from $80,000 - $90,000

We need more single-family apartments such as duplexes and one family homes

Affordable homes for people of low income

Condos for seniors close to stores and neighbors

Something affordable, livable 

Like modular housing, less restrictions holds values better 

Would like to see more affordable family housing

Condos

Single-family housing

More housing is needed for single professionals

Need to be able to provide middle-income housing neighborhoods

No more mobile homes.  Build homes worth $75,000 to $150,000

Homeowners need to clean their own yard, make out town pretty

Single-family homes

Middle income housing (nice)

Middle-income housing

Moderate income to low-income housing.  Available rentals are for low-income agricultural/farm laborers

Apartments for varied income with services (day care)

Need more average to high income housing Some low-income housing We need middle income housing so that business professionals can come to this area

Without affordable housing how can we hope to grow?  To me that is a necessity because you can’t expect to attract industry without housing.  

Condo’s and apartments for middle income

Need smaller lots for affordable housing

Moderate prices homes

New subdivisions

Need more choices

We need housing for moderate to middle class citizens in Bowling Green

Contact Polk County Builder Association for expansion into Hardee County

Housing repairs – if the home is too poor to live I, could they be demolished

Land needs to be appropriated for housing – land developers need some type of benefit to develop affordable housing subdivisions

Housing and lights for Magnolia Manor

Close to schools and shopping center!!

Housing needs to be located in Hardee County and in Magnolia Manor areas, areas where land is easily accessible for utilities

Housing in towns, country (not far), clean areas with zoning

Housing needed in Hardee County

Housing within the proximity of schools and shopping

Money for Habitat for Humanity homes, low income families, no interest loans for homes will help eliminate substandard housing.

Elderly and Disabled

The needy and elderly needs more help in housing and more in home care as a group or double family

Housing for seniors

We need moderately priced homes for the elderly

Need elderly housing ALF & nursing home, adult daycare 

Lost Forest Glades (Senior Housing Complex) and disabilities

Nice neighborhood, better housing less expensive or better housing for migrant workers Our elderly population needs affordable housing under $80,000

Develop affordable/accessible housing for all ages

We need more for the seniors who built this town!  I’m 34.  If you came to this town contribute!

Elderly health care with housing

Help people that need the most help and resemble ????????

Transitional housing which moves these people in the low income housing to real homes

Transitional living

Senior housing

We need economic housing for the elderly

Independent living for DCF or At Risk Youth in Hardee County

Quality senior housing

Elderly and disabled

Hardee County is lacking considerably in its nursing home/assisted living facilities

Accessible so people without transportation can get to stores easier

Affordable living facilities for middle income families 

We need senior citizen community housing – close to Post Office and grocery store

All types of individual housing needed in Hardee County.  Especially middle class, elderly and disabled affordable housing.  Not necessarily apartments.

Farm workers and Migrants

Farm worker housing

Need migrant housing, low income and the elderly close to services

Greater participation by farmers in Hardee County Housing Authority 

No more farm worker or low income, we have enough of that now Need housing for migrant workers

More housing needed for farm worker, one apartment complex is not enough

Rent to the equal wages would be an improvement; the workers don’t make enough to pay the way the price of rent is.  Help the underprivileged

Housing for migrant workers is needed

We need more houses for farm workers, there are no good places now and they are still coming from up North

Housing for our migrant workers, help! Help!

More higher income homes

I am a worker in the college doing a study of farm workers and what I have seen is very sad because the conditions of the houses and mobile homes are very bad.  The ceilings are leaking and they have the mattress in the living room because the bedrooms are leaking and the fridge doesn’t work.  The landlord charges $140 per week.  I think that these people who come work here deserve a good place to have their family because they contribute so much just to have their family because they contribute so much just so we can have a glass of orange juice with breakfast.

Planned Development

Planned communities

In the outside part of community not on major highway such as US17 and SR62 or 64

Block Swap  Reinvest in developing community pride in housing

In nice areas that are controlled

Planned communities attract developers mostly for retired

Housing needed in Wauchula and Magnolia Manor

We need all kinds of housing 

All types of housing is necessary 

Some housing or business could be located on old airport property owned by the city

Need better planners

Housing needed between Hardee and Manatee Counties

We need quality housing in Bowling Green

Affordable housing in Magnolia Manor

Need more housing on the west side of the county (Bowling Green, Wauchula and Zolfo)

Planned community – similar to The Village in Ocala area, Raise standards/quality of housing in community

More parks to play on with lots of safe and fun stuff; want more room for kids to go to school, more teachers, more classrooms and more jobs for grown ups.

We definitely don’t have enough farm workers and more farm workers are needed now! 

We need migrant housing for grove workers and harvesters

More planned developments that are affordable

More places to play

A recreational park would make all sad recovering kids happy

We need an efficient City clerk 

More nice affordable housing, nice neighborhoods

Parks with lots of safe equipment

Transportation

Comprehensive plan for houses is 5 acres – too expensive for some people to buy land

When doing plan please consider the low-income families here in Hardee

Need to identify other large landowners along with phosphate land holdings

Nice affordable homes in nice neighborhoods

The hurricane did a lot of damage and there is barely enough decent housing stock available

Need to have more decent, safe and sanitary housing in Hardee County

More housing in Wauchula Hill or anywhere in Hardee County also close to the grocery store

Need for more housing in Wauchula

The housing in the area is targeted towards low-income families

Good neighborhoods

Rebuild Wauchula Hills Community

Make comprehensive plan to raise standard of living in Hardee county

Develop highway 64 between here and E. Bradenton

NWES I would like to see our kids play in the playground not on a slab of cement!

Needs access to water and sewer

Code Enforcement and Permitting:

Keep building codes strict for rebuilders and repairs Stiffer code enforcements

Need property owners to be aware of codes and the government needs to enforce them!

Most homes that are affordable are in neighborhoods that need to be cleaned up – code enforcement

The majority of landlords are not fixing their properties at levels where people/families are comfortable to live in them

Make permitting easier to obtain

Powerful, wealthy citizens can circumvent codes and allow rental housing to fall into disrepair.  Slum Lords (Everyone knows who they are but can’t do anything about it on the community level)

Better garbage pick up and lights

Slumlords are a problem– need good homes for migrant workers 

Permitting

We should work on improving “eye sore” homes that already exist

We need for them to help us repair our houses be better in Hardee

We need to enforce building codes, clean up homes in bad shape or remove, clean up Co.

Need home repair program and homes with more rooms

Assistance to local contractors to get supplies (shingles, etc.) to repair damage, also assistance to local contractors to expand, we just need help with the construction industry

Better communication with commissioner

Raise standards of code enforcement immediately!

Tear down older home in all cities and rebuild – improve the housing and looks of our cities, beautification of our cities!

Housing was terrible before the storms, now there is no housing

People need to get out and help clean up and fix up elderly housing

Rebuild all of our cities- tear down the houses and build new ones.  Beautify Zolfo and Wauchula.

