Community Involvement 

Public Comments

UPDATED, FINAL PUBLIC COMMENTS SUMMARY through November 2004.

Here are updated reports on comments received from citizens of Hardee County since the Oct. 25 public meeting.

The comment period was open until Nov. 22, but we continued to receive additional comment sheets through yesterday.

 

The report includes:

1. A summary of comments on the 275 yellow forms we received from and since the Nov. 16 meeting.  

2. Typed versions of the yellow stickies from the 450 people who attended the Nov. 16 meeting; and miscellaneous other comments, including email, hand-delivered notes, and typed versions of the notes on the yellow forms.

Summary:  From the yellow sheets, the top five citizen priority projects are:

1. Promote small business and enterprise development

2. Determine airport feasibility

3. Build and rehabilitate local housing

4. Expand higher education

5. Tied for fifth place:  

· Grow downtown businesses and farmers’ market

· Rebuild the stadium and athletic facilities

Many respondents also want to attract new industry, enhance the Highway 17 corridor, build affordable housing, expand vocational training, and provide better health care and social services.  

Key economic incentives were ranked in the following order:

· Incentives for new and existing businesses

· Creating a Hardee Commerce Park

· Developing marketing cooperatives to promote agricultural products regionally and nationally

· Promoting tourism through Peace River/ new heritage corridor

More than 95 percent of respondents believe the planning process has identified important projects needed to help Hardee County recover from the 2004 hurricanes.  

	LTR Rough Draft
	 

	Comment Sheet - TALLY
	 

	Hardee County
	 

	a/o:   November 30, 2004
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	After
	 
	 
	 

	 
	At the meeting:
	Sub
	the
	GRAND
	 
	 

	#1 - 5 most important recovery projects:
	Ann:
	Rodolfo:
	Total:
	meeting:
	TOTAL:
	 
	 

	Promote small business & enterprise development
	40
	22
	62
	46
	108
	1
	1

	Airport feasibility study
	30
	22
	52
	24
	76
	6
	2

	Improve internet access
	13
	9
	22
	11
	33
	 
	 

	Develop Peace River Corridor
	6
	3
	9
	10
	19
	 
	 

	Expand higher education
	13
	10
	23
	32
	55
	3
	4

	Develop & enhance agri education
	2
	1
	3
	2
	5
	 
	 

	Enhance downtown
	14
	10
	24
	10
	34
	 
	 

	Grow downtown businesses & farmers' market
	15
	10
	25
	25
	50
	5
	5

	Improve regional access & transportation
	14
	10
	24
	8
	32
	 
	 

	Improve local access & linkages
	4
	2
	6
	5
	11
	 
	 

	Expedite 4-lane US 17
	27
	14
	41
	10
	51
	 
	 

	Build & rehab local housing
	22
	15
	37
	34
	71
	2
	3

	Improve health & human services
	12
	4
	16
	10
	26
	 
	 

	Youthbuild
	7
	2
	9
	3
	12
	 
	 

	Support regional housing orgs.
	3
	1
	4
	3
	7
	 
	 

	Provide affordable housing
	13
	9
	22
	16
	38
	 
	 

	Inclusive communities
	1
	2
	3
	0
	3
	 
	 

	Launch two-one-one Helpline
	2
	0
	2
	2
	4
	 
	 

	Mobile health clinic
	4
	2
	6
	1
	7
	 
	 

	Expand/enhance library
	6
	1
	7
	16
	23
	 
	 

	Rebuild the arena
	7
	3
	10
	10
	20
	 
	 

	Rebuild the stadium & ath. Facilities
	12
	10
	22
	28
	50
	4
	5

	Construct a community center
	12
	5
	17
	14
	31
	 
	 

	Update mitigation strategy & sheltering plan
	1
	1
	2
	0
	2
	 
	 

	Unify public safety & EM facilities
	7
	4
	11
	1
	12
	 
	 

	Improve water & wastewater facilities
	10
	5
	15
	13
	28
	 
	 

	Develop storm water master plans
	2
	0
	2
	2
	4
	 
	 

	Reduce risk of wildfires
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	 
	 

	Develop agri coops
	0
	3
	3
	7
	10
	 
	 

	Build research center & demo farm on mined land
	4
	4
	8
	10
	18
	 
	 

	Develop agri water conservation
	2
	1
	3
	1
	4
	 
	 

	Develop water flow & resources
	5
	0
	5
	2
	7
	 
	 

	Enhance mining reclamation
	12
	7
	19
	19
	38
	 
	 

	Assess water quality & environ issues
	2
	1
	3
	2
	5
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	#2 - Most important projects - expanding bus. & job creation:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Re-dev US 17
	26
	12
	38
	30
	68
	25%
	 

	Incentives
	42
	23
	65
	57
	122
	45%
	 

	Tourism
	8
	1
	9
	5
	14
	5%
	 

	Farmers' Market
	8
	4
	12
	11
	23
	8%
	 

	Hardee Commerce Park
	18
	10
	28
	19
	47
	17%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	274
	 
	 

	#3 - Job creation:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Construction trades & management
	26
	15
	41
	26
	67
	1
	 

	Agriculture
	10
	6
	16
	22
	38
	3
	 

	Healthcare
	15
	6
	21
	16
	37
	4
	 

	General bus. Management
	20
	7
	27
	19
	46
	2
	 

	Diesel/auto mechanics
	3
	1
	4
	4
	8
	 
	 

	Teaching & child care
	10
	3
	13
	13
	26
	5
	 

	Computer Tech
	12
	3
	15
	10
	25
	6
	 

	Criminal justice
	2
	0
	2
	4
	6
	 
	 

	Cosmetology & culinary arts
	3
	2
	5
	2
	7
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	260
	 
	 

	#4 - Revitalizing downtown:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Very
	48
	19
	67
	48
	115
	66%
	 

	Moderately
	12
	10
	22
	17
	39
	23%
	 

	Somewhat
	3
	1
	4
	10
	14
	8%
	 

	Not at all
	1
	4
	5
	0
	5
	3%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	173
	 
	 

	#5 - US 17 corridor management
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Yes
	55
	29
	84
	64
	148
	93%
	 

	No
	5
	3
	8
	3
	11
	7%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	159
	 
	 

	#6 - Affordable housing:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Very
	45
	23
	68
	48
	116
	69%
	 

	Moderately
	13
	8
	21
	12
	33
	20%
	 

	Somewhat
	8
	1
	9
	8
	17
	10%
	 

	Not at all
	0
	0
	0
	2
	2
	1%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	168
	 
	 

	#7 - Health & human services:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Surgical
	14
	9
	23
	21
	44
	5
	 

	Expanded urgent care
	24
	11
	35
	25
	60
	3
	 

	Family practice
	24
	11
	35
	35
	70
	1
	 

	Prenatal, obstetrics, etc.
	15
	3
	18
	8
	26
	 
	 

	Specialty services
	13
	7
	20
	25
	45
	4
	 

	Senior care
	22
	12
	34
	34
	68
	2
	 

	Childcare
	5
	0
	5
	10
	15
	 
	 

	Mental health
	3
	6
	9
	6
	15
	 
	 

	Mobile clinic
	9
	3
	12
	6
	18
	 
	 

	Dental & vision
	7
	9
	16
	6
	22
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	#8 - Community facilities:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Very
	24
	20
	44
	29
	73
	43%
	 

	High
	27
	11
	38
	34
	72
	42%
	 

	Medium low
	10
	2
	12
	10
	22
	13%
	 

	Very low
	2
	1
	3
	0
	3
	2%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	170
	 
	 

	#9 - Public access:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Very
	20
	8
	28
	11
	39
	24%
	 

	High
	22
	10
	32
	22
	54
	33%
	 

	Medium low
	16
	11
	27
	29
	56
	35%
	 

	Very low
	5
	3
	8
	5
	13
	8%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	162
	 
	 

	#10 - Overall on the Draft:
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Most
	35
	22
	57
	57
	114
	75%
	 

	Some
	11
	3
	14
	10
	24
	16%
	 

	Missed
	7
	3
	10
	3
	13
	9%
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	151
	 
	 


YELLOW STICKIES from Nov. 16 meeting, Hardee County

Community facilities

· Option #1 seems to offer more choices for the community and the athletics.  Important for children to feel things are moving back to normal.

· Relocating the stadium and other sports venues seems reasonable at the high school.  New tradition will be created.

· Stadium need upgrading, not rebuilding.

· Need to construct at high school rather than jr high.

· Athletics is a great drug deterrent. Why not have facilities in each community?

· Build a separate school and stadium in Bowling Green on a smaller scale.

· All children and citizens deserve recreation and community center – not just Wauchula!

· Don’t forget about the rest on the county!!!

· There are more cities in Hardee County other than Wauchula.  What about the rest of our cities, lake Bowling Green, Zolfo, etc.?

· What about recreational facilities in rural communities?

· Would this include retail space, like coffee shop. Definitely need new library.

· We need to make the best use of our resources and money.

· Let’s not forget facilities for our other sports programs as well.

· Do not reconstruct in same location. Move closer to 17 and give greater/ easier access to it!

· A large arena would be a good idea!

· Arena is good idea.  If it will equally service all of the county.

· This project has been long overdue in updating.  Now is the time to have it recovered for all events; Christian as well as grade, rodeo and social. Better and more parking is needed.

· Option 2 better for the economy.  May need more parking.

· The cattlemen’s arena needs to be rebuilt – But separate from a nice meeting, multipurpose building. Who intends to run, pay, and do the upkeep?  The cattlemen don’t need a high-energy cost.

· Option 1 on arena.

· Upgrade facility with additional space for bathrooms, meeting rooms.

· Stadium could have been repaired in two weeks by locals.  What is wrong with us?

· Very good idea.

· Love it!  Very good idea!

· Children’s library in Bowling Green.

· Excellent idea! Beautiful architect, large facility for expansion (easy access from 4 sides?) will draw visitors and locals to the downtown area.

· Very nice and badly needed!  Love the architecture. It will make a great place for community gatherings.

· Very important for our children to have access to books during the summer months.

· English needs to be encouraged.  We had a wonderful library.

· Stop, please stop the negligence of authorities of the county – sport complex.

· The county had been making plans for sport facilities – we want results!  Stop complex.

· Sport complex – not only the students play sports!!!

· Sport complex- sport complex – sport complex. Why not?  It’s very important!!

· Sports s crime. Please, believe it!  Leisure and culture = less drugs and gangs.

· Please support all citizens in their sports – sports complex. Sports complex.

· This county is the only one never supports their sports. Sport complex!

· If you build sport facilities, you’ll have less crime, less drugs and a better citizens.

· Sports complex – we are hundreds of sports families. We need your support.

· Sport complex – not only the students play sports.  All ages people need practice, too.

· Sports complex, sport complex, sport complex, sport complex. Don’ forget us, please!!

· Sports for everyone!1 sports complex.

· Our people make sports in the streets & highways. Is correct that?  Sport complex.

· If you don’t support the sports, you’ll support the bad life.

Reclaimed land

· SWFWMD – currently working on MFL establishing.  Also studying use of phosphate lands and CSAs to supplement storage of water and/or supplement Peace R. flow.

· A_________ are okay but we need some ________ here.

· See if seniors would be interested in doing free work @ water plants to free up employees.

Health and Human Services

· Currently there is a federally funded community health center that serves all.

· Consider Manatee and Sarasota, also.  Fred Grady, FINR

· Coordination needed!

· The Meals on Wheels program has been up and running two weeks after Charley.

· New facilities attract qualified doctors.

· Need to build new hospital. Old hospital has old infrastructure, too expensive to renovate.

· We do good in this area!

· Yes, need to do surgery here. Need specialists like dermatology.

· Need pediatric services for non-medicaid. Even couple of days a week.

Housing

· Bring it on.  We need it NOW!!!!

· Focus on middle income is important. We have been overlooked long enough!

· We have started.  Thanks for your support!

· Charlotte County should not be in this regional project.

· Excellent.  Good for kids in trouble.  Sentencing alternative.

· Great idea for youth in our area. Get started ASAP.  Already started?  Where?

· We have started. Thanks.  GREAT!!

· Need master planned communities for moderate-income families.

Housing #2

· Enforcing the landlord’s maintenance is a huge problem.

· Code enforcement (strict) necessary to attract new residents to our county.

· Address concerns about middle and upper housing needs along with rental properties for this population, also.

· We need housing!!!

· Citizens, Christians, and all people leaders of God need to strongly embrace housing, affordable and other shelter needs for this county.

Transportation and roads

· Real paved roads!  Not half way.

· Magnolia Manor needs sidewalks for our children.  Is this important?

· 4 lane is good, but homes and development is better.

· Recommend routing US 98 down 66 and north on 17 for federal funds and a shorter route would bring people through Wauchula.

· Much needed!  NOW!!!

· Clean up looks of buildings on both N and S 17 lanes – outlayer flat roofs that blow away.

· There are 2: Classy and Hays Medical Transportation.

· How about Dial a Ride for elderly. Handicap transport.

Downtown

· All the downtown development is geared to Wauchula. Where is the rest of our downtown? 

· Children’s Museum in Wauchula.  What a great idea!

· Love the children’s museum idea

· Excellent! In Wauchula. Give children’s library to Bowling Green.

· This is a beautiful example of what downtown could look like.  Yes!

· For all cities.  Thanks!

· Great idea!

· Make available for small businesses.

· All downtowns, ie Bowling Green, Zolfo, Ona!  Too!!!

Mitigation, Public Safety, and Water

· Need communication system that covers the whole county and then some with latest high-tech features.

· More shelters in each community!

· Coordinate with SWFWMD in development of LMS.

· Community needed that have hurricane construction, homes schools, etc.

· Need a repeater in BG for communication, possibly on water tower.

· Important to have individual structures in each community, especially Bowling Green, Ona, Limestone, Zelfo.

· Study important to be done on drainage development of Hardee, throughout the county.

· Find source to clean Hardee County’s creeks, rivers, and drainage canal from storm debris.

· Long-term planning necessary for Hardee growth. A phase process needs to be put into place to accommodate future growth of Hardee.

· Necessary.

· Upgrade necessary.


· Water supply to Fort Green Road corridor is also desirable for encourage industrial growth along that corridor.

Jobs, Small Business, Broadband, Airport, Peace River, Education

· Small business.  More jobs.

· Need Japanese car dealers, garage door bus., etc, so money will be spent locally. Encourage people who work here to live here.

· Grants for small businesses.

· A need for more small businesses. A micro process works in 3rd world countries, I’m sure Hardee can use it.

· Industrial corridor should be adjacent to water, sewer, rail, and natural gas.

· Telcoms DHS need for entire county. Much needed here in Hardee Co. This is attractive not only to the business owner but to the potential employee.  My question – how possible is this? Time span?

· Airport – do study, true study, and cost long-term to citizens.

· Airport – much interest. Most in favor. Reps from Polk County getting involved.

· Peace River – develop master-planned communities around nature reserves and Hardee land.

· Love the Heritage Park idea.

· Not what you’re currently thinking.  However, an (sort of) eco-tourism idea (a pre-hurricane idea): Western counties (Sarasota) had VERY CONTROVERSIAL Myakka Forest idea of all-terrain vehicle (ATV) because of eco issues. How about ATV park on reclaimed land phosphate etc., land? There are many ATV enthusiasts (me too!) who would pay to ride and in general a GIANT GROWING industry. Fred Grady, 941-322-6100.  (PS – A neighbor who works in Hardee)

· Educate Hardee Co. residents (all) to the value of buy in the county and keep our money local. Teach them economics.

· If education is so important, then why does it take 3 or more years to finish an AA or AS at SFCC?

· Cultural studies and plans needed reflective to the county.

Agriculture

· Using IFAS will provide the unbias opinion.

· Independent studies aside from those of the mining industry need to be done to determine a true unbias affect of mining on Hardee Co’s future.

· See DeSoto comments regarding FARMS program.

· On farm demo projects can potentially be funded through the SWFWMD Peace River Basin Cooperative Funding Program and FARMS program.

Hand delivered from newspaper comment sheet

Comment A

1. Change Wauchula’s name to “Buzzard’s Nest”

2. Quit talking – start cleaning up this dirty town.

3. Quit using our tax money on illegal aliens.  Round them up & send them home. 

4. Get the destroyed houses down.

5. Get roads paved in Wauchula. They have not been paved in 40 years.

6. Inforce the laws in this town.  

7. County was dirty and in need of cleanup & houses in need of being tore down before the hurricanes.

8. We need cleaner stores to shop in.

9. We need better nursing homes for our elderly.

10. We need better management at low income housing here.

11. We need people who really care about this town & county to run it and take care of the needs of the people.

12. We need to be able to see progress in growth of jobs.  Cleaned streets that should be paved. A cleaner town to live in.

13. We need fir these people who run this town to get out and ride every street  every road here in this town & county & see how nothing has been done to improve the looks and quality of living here.

14. Stiff fines for unkept houses & yards.

15. Load limit signs on our city streets – no more semi going down our streets tearing them up.

Comment B

1. I’m writing with red as if I was using my blood because that’s how upset I am. Charley on Aug. 13 took out our homes of Forest Glade Apts. It’s been now over three mo and we feel we did something wrong cause we all can’t go home. They put new roofs on – had the sideing put up.  No I hear they can’t get permits to put our walls, cabnits, paint and carpets in. Why? Why? We want to go home. I wrote govern Bush about this and waiting to hear from him. Where do we go when our relative’s are tird of us and want us to move on?

The many of us who meet at the mailbox and talk, or one saying how they have to walk on egg shells or get out. Why are we told we’ll be back home by Jan 1 now it’s I don’t know when.  My mother being placed in Lakeland knowing no one and want’s to come back to Wauchula. I heard Roam wasn’t built in a day – but Charley took out a town in one.  And simple thing’s like all the garbage still at Forest Glade can’t be cleaned up.  I know FEMA has been like a miracle worker but still waiting to hear from them on a fraud case.  I agree this was a devastation but spell backwards is: No-it-at-saved.  But saved at what?  A Circle K can be put back but not our homes. We the people of Forest Glade Apt’s want to go home and not interested at the cattle issues to the sports.

Miscellaneous comments written on yellow comment sheets after 11-16-04

· Mining reclamation land must be able to support housing and commercial developments or our property values will only decline and we won’t see development.

· Have the phosphate industry store their clay where it is processed.  The industry creates undevelopable land on 40% of what they mine.  They also ship (export) over 70% of the product they dig up in Hardee County.  Phosphate is a limited resource and exportation should be limited.

· Place less focus on Main Street Place, less focus on mining.  It is up to that industry and government to focus on reclamation.  Economic development/growth will encourage quality reclamation.

· Bring K-Mart, Checkers Restaurant, ice cream parlor, Long John Silver’s restaurants.

· Beautification of entering and exiting highways and downtown.

· I agree that now is the opportunity to restore and replace with great vision – A more accessible Main Street, better planning for commercial parking in downtown area.  We need someone or a group to encourage businesses to take a positive attitude toward locating in a smaller community.

· To me the airport is the most important project that the county can invest into its future.  It will provide jobs and the potential of side industries.

· Include GED/High School equivalency program into education program.

· Promote agriculture and cattle industry.

· Support and help local existing business get back on their feet – if you can’t help them, how are we to help new ones.

· Clean this place up – enforce codes & clean up the junk.

· Our infrastructure needs major repair. Electric, water, sewer, streets, garbage, etc.  We need to start here first, or we won’t be able to meet our future demands.

· East-west corridor of SR 62. People should be encouraged to clean up and beautify their property.  Tax credits or some other incentives or zoning enforced.  Properties are too junkie.

· Extend Highway 62 to the east coast.

· Give more consideration to ag.   Ag is the main for Hardee and DeSoto Counties and need your help.

· More inspectors – people are being held up getting jobs done because of this.

· Fraudulent insurance claims

· Some larger businesses and major restaurants.

· Need major industry to come in for more jobs.

· Middle-income housing.

· Housing.

· Need to concentrate on all communities in Hardee instead of mostly Wauchula. The rest of the towns are just as important.

· Look into transportation for children (ex: Walking in rain, no sidewalks).

· More focus needs to be made on things other than Main St.  There are more important things that are being overlooked.  Main St has been a huge effort in Hardee Co and other projects are being ignored!

· Focus on health care rather than transportation as key issue!  Health care; more ?s on housing.

· Construct a community center – not just one large center, several centers!

· Work on the phosphate co. to have a no clay policy. Do a better job in maintaining reclamation. Get their property on the market for sale quickly.

· Public access and public transportation are very very very very high priority.  Include re-education of residents to shop at home.

· Focus on Florida’s fastest growing and largest business: tourism.

· Should get the arena rebuilt as a multipurpose facility.

· Use existing programs and funding.

· The library is great – downtown would benefit greatly from the proposed plan shown.

· Reading is the key to all learning!  Love the drawing – Library Community Center!

· Need to include concepts, projects, that can spark development.

· Tie projects to potential funding sources.

· Expanded health care opportunities will attract new residents and economic developments.

· Missed a few vital recovery projects such as Need to look at garbage problem.  Need incineration.

· Addition of stalls and other improvements for cattlemans arena.

· Add stalls at cattlemen’s arena.

· Horse stalls/improvements to cattlemen’s arena.

· Getting permits volunteers to clean up, fix up Forest Glade Apts so we can go home.

· Look at economic devel first to help county grow.

· Need a vocational school for our youth to learn a trade and receive as education at the same time.

· Need a vocational school for our youth to learn a trade and get an education at the same time.

· Special recreation areas on reclaimed lands  hunting, fishing, biking, hiking, canoeing, shooting.

· Partnering with phosphate industry to reclaim land into lakes for recreation which would attract more tourism, retirees, and development.

· Cargo airport and industrial park as co-located on major road.

